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Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony              

Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 

Vol. XLIV, No. 47  November 2021 Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter  

P R E L U D E  

Join us for our NOVEMBER GUILD MEETING 

Board Meeting: Wednesday, November 10th, at 10:00 a.m., via ZOOM, and connection information will be sent 

to board members.             

Our next General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 17, at the Quail Run clubhouse on Covey 

Lane. The meeting will start at 10:00 with some social time to greet and snack. Our brief meeting will begin at 

10:30 a.m. with quick updates on what your Guild is doing.  We will have a guest musician! There will be 

drawings for prizes!  Come for an opportunity to catch up with friends and the Guild. 

Masks will be required except when eating and drinking; there is room for social distancing in the clubhouse. If 

you prefer to join us on Zoom, please notify Karalyn Walker Sprung, karalynwwalker@gmail.com before       

November 15, so that she can send you the link. We miss you and hope to see you then.  Sandra W. 

Check Out What’s Happening with the Guild This Fall 

The Guild is emerging from this long Covid time with a flurry of planning and new events in this new hybrid age.  The 

Board has been meeting on Zoom, while some committees are meeting in person. We had a successful hybrid general 

meeting in September; most people met in person, and some were present on Zoom. It has been a learning adventure for 

us. If you need help connecting on Zoom, please reach out to us so we can assist. Many of our members are learning how to 

use computers and are doing a great job in befriending technology.  

If you would like to be part of the general meeting on Zoom, please contact: Karalyn Walker Sprung, (also known as      

Koko): karalynwwalker@gmail.com 

We are actively seeking new members to enrich our ranks. This is an exciting time to join the Guild as we are preparing 

new events and have begun to meet in person. We have had three new members join us in the past month. Try thinking 

about the people you know from different organizations or activities in which you participate. Let’s widen our net and 

think outside the box in recruiting new members to join us.  Please call Carolyn Abbott with your suggestions. Carolyn 
Abbott: 541-485-3143 

A good way to share Guild activities with non-members is our new and improved web site. If you haven’t visited the    

website lately, please check it out at: eugenesymphonyguild.org and share it with people who would like to know about the 

Guild.        

Our interest groups are up and running! The book club meets in person and is open to new members. Contact Sue Ashton 

for more information. Sue Ashton:  541-255-7323.  The walking group is exploring different neighborhoods and welcomes 

new members. Please contact Nancy Holloman to join. Nancy Holloman: 541-228-1805. 

Sally Robinson, VP Fundraising, is excited to be offering an array of musical chairs programs for next year. If you are   

interested in participating in the planning of musical chairs, please contact Sally Robinson:  sallysgarden@hotmail.com 

The Music in the Garden Committee is a great way to be involved in the Guild, so talk to Sally if you are interested in  

being a part of this group. 

If you are attending Symphony concerts in person, be sure to attend the pre-concert talk which is sponsored by the Guild. 

For those of you not ready to attend concerts in person, streaming the concert on your TV or computer is a wonderful way 

to keep listening to our talented symphony.  You can check out the Symphony schedule at: eugenesymphony.org.     

Karalyn Walker Sprung, VP Promotion and Publicity 

mailto:karalynwwalker@gmail.com
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President’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FOR NOVEMBER 

Greetings, Friends, 

As I write this, (October 1,) a 

new season has arrived.  For 

me at home it is the season 

for harvesting the last of the 

garden produce; for deciding 

what to do with the last of 

the tomatoes and zucchini, for bringing in the 

bounty of winter squash, for letting the beets and 

carrots remain to use throughout the fall and 

winter, for drying apples and making applesauce. 

It is the season when the days are getting         

noticeably shorter and cooler, and it is getting 

harder to get out for my early morning walks.  

Soon it will be the season for raking leaves and 

bringing in wood for the fireplace.  

In the Symphony family a new season has also 

arrived.  The Opening Night concert was a cause 

for celebration as we welcomed our whole         

orchestra back to Silva Hall with a standing    

ovation. 

In our Guild family we held our first in-person 

meeting in over a year with a small but lively 

and enthusiastic group.  We welcomed two of our 

three new members and finally formally installed 

our officers who were elected in June.  I hope 

that our next meeting, November 17, will see 

more members attending and enjoying our       

fellowship. 

The work of our Guild continues in all seasons.  

Fundraising VP Sally has been constantly busy 

planning and implementing.  Our Fall Non-Event 

fundraiser is in progress, and she already has 

gardens lined up for next spring’s Music in the 

Garden.   

Soon Sally and Education and Social VP Ginger 

will begin planning for Musical Chairs to begin in 

February.  We all hope that the COVID            

conditions will allow us to hold these parties in 

person. 

 

Membership Chair Carolyn has been getting to 

know our new members and is encouraging all of 

us to help bring in more. 

Promotion VP Karalyn (Koko) along with         

Suzanne and the Strategic Planning Committee, 

is working on revising and updating our website 

to give it a new and vibrant look. 

Prelude Editor Judy urges all of us to submit 

short articles, stories and photos to keep us all 

connected. Interest Group leaders Melva, Nancy 

and others are continuing walking, reading,   

playing bridge and more. If you would like to 

share an interest or activity – knitting, cooking, 

etc. – please contact Melva. 

I ask each of you to consider where you can fit in 

to help and enjoy as we continue our mission to 

support our wonderful Symphony and reap the 

rewards of friendship and cooperation.   

Don’t hesitate to contact me with your questions 

and concerns. Enjoy the season! 

Sandra Weingarten, President 

Sandra and ESG guest pianist Dylan Nguyen. 

He was the second place winner, senior        

division of the E.S.G. Young Artist            

Competition. He is a junior at the U. of O., 

studying music and premed. He joined us at 

our September 23rd meeting to play Liszt’s 

Hungarian Dance, #6. 
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NOVEMBER CONCERT PREVIEW by Melva Boles 

Guild Groups and Activities 

The November Book Club  will meet at Edna Dehaven’s     

residence at Willamette Oaks on Monday, November 8, 

at 2:00 p.m. The featured book is The House of Spirits 

by Isabel Allende. The book for December is The 
Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. The site for 

the December discussion is yet to be determined. If you 

are a Guild Book Club regular, please notify Edna if 

you cannot attend. If you do not regularly participate, 

but are interested, please contact Carolyn Abbott or 

Sue Ashton. 

The November Weekly Walking Hour will continue on 

Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m. The walks are 

scheduled for every Tuesday mornings, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23 

and 30th..  If you are new to the group, please call  

Nancy Holloman to be added to the email notification of 

the starting point. Walks begin in different places each 

week and are usually on level ground. These walks   

provide exercise and promote friendship. Nancy       

Holloman says that this interest group has kept her 

“sane during the Pandemic!” 

   The November 2021 concert will be held on      

Thursday, the 18th, at 7:30 p.m.  The Guild Concert 

Preview will be from 6:30-7:00 p.m. in the Silva.  

Francesco Lecche-Chong will conduct, and the guest 

performer will be piano virtuoso Joyce Yang.  The  

featured works are Piano Concerto No. 1 by Johannes 

Brahms (1833-1897) and Concerto for Orchestra by 

Bela Bartok (1881-1945). 

 

    Johannes Brahms was born to a poor family in 

Hamburg, Germany, and showed early promise as a 

musician.  From around the age of 14, he made extra 

income for the family by playing in bars and houses of 

ill repute.  Attempting to make a career as a pianist, 

in 1853 he toured and had the opportunity to meet 

violinist Joseph Joachim, composer Robert Schumann 

and his wife, renowned pianist Clara Schumann.  

Both Robert and Clara were impressed with 

Brahms’s compositions; Schumann wrote a glowing 

article proclaiming him to be Beethoven’s heir.  This 

gave Brahms’s career an immediate boost, but heaped    

expectation upon him.  On February 27, 1854, Robert 

Schumann attempted suicide by jumping from a 

bridge into the river Rhine. Robert was taken to an 

asylum where he spent his remaining two years. As 

soon as news of the catastrophe reached him,        .     

Johannes Brahms raced to Düsseldorf to assist      

Robert’s wife Clara, who was pregnant with their   

seventh child.  He took up lodgings in Düsseldorf and 

began to help Clara sort through Robert’s affairs and 

look after her children as she prepared for childbirth 

and the resumption of her career as one of Europe’s 

leading pianists. 

   Within days of Schumann’s breakdown, Brahms 

had begun composing. At first, he wrote the music he 

heard as a sonata for two pianos, but soon realized 

“even two pianos aren’t enough for me,” and began to    

rework it as a grand symphony that would fulfill 

Schumann’s prophecies.  He finished the Concerto 

two years after Robert Schumann’s death. Although 

composed in Brahms's youth, this concerto is a 

mature work that points forward to his later 

concertos and his Symphony No. 1.  Most notable are 

its scale and grandeur, as well as the thrilling 

technical difficulties it presents. As time passed, the 

work grew in popularity until it was recognized as a 

masterpiece.                                                                                       

    Bela Bartok was born in 1881 in southern Hungary 

to parents who were teachers and amateur               

musicians.  He entered the Academy of Music in    

Budapest in 1899, and shone as a pianist; he was 

soon invited to perform in Vienna and Berlin.  In 

1904, he and his contemporary Kodaly collected folk 

music from all over Eastern Europe.  Bartok left 

Hungary after the German invasion of Austria and 

settled in New York in 1940 where he died in 1945 

while completing his Third Piano Concerto.                                  

     The Concerto for Orchestra in F minor is a five-

movement orchestral composed by Bartok in 1943.  It 

is one of his best known, most popular, and most    

accessible works. The work combines elements of 

Western art music and Eastern European folk music, 

especially that of Hungary and it departs from       

traditional tonality, often using non-traditional 

modes and artificial scales. Bartók researched folk 

melodies, and their influence is felt throughout the 

work.  The second main theme of the first movement, 

as played by the first oboe, resembles a folk melody, 

and the drone in the horns and strings also indicates 

folk influence. The program notes for this Concerto 

describes it as “warm, witty, and altogether           

wonderful work, which challenges every musician on 

stage to reach for new heights.” 
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Fundraising Update—Planning for the New Year! 

I am delighted to announce that our Music in the Garden Tour for June 2022 will be 

focused in the Historic Washburne District in Springfield. Five lovely gardens have 

been selected and we are very excited that, because of their proximity to each other, 

this could be a true walking tour! I will be working on putting together a Music in 

the Garden Committee in the next month. If you are interested in joining, please 

contact me soon – remember, it takes a village, so to speak, to make our annual   

Music in the Garden fundraiser a success! 

Musical Chairs planning is up and running once more. We are very hopeful that 

health conditions will be improved enough to start our parties this coming February. 

First up will be a “Chinese New Year Celebration”, hosted by our hard-working    

Treasurer, Kam – a fitting way to kick off the Musical Chair season!  Other Musical 

Chair parties already decided are: a Walking Tour of the Historic Washburne       

District, in April, led by an expert and focusing on the fascinating history and stories 

of the neighborhood; a Tour of the Owen Rose Garden in May; and Tea in the Garden 

in late June. Stay tuned for the full program, coming out the first of next year, with 

details on our first six fun parties! 

The Fall Non-Event is in full swing. Please return your RSVP/Payment card as soon 

as possible – let’s make this Fall Fundraiser our best ever!!  Sally Robinson 

MEMBERSHIP MOMENTS: 

You should all have your Rosters by now but if not, please call  Caroline 

Manewal, 541-343-9297.  A Membership Committee Meeting will be 

held on November 5, at 1:00 in the Clubhouse at Quail Run.  Anyone 

wishing to attend is welcome and several members have agreed to be on 

the Committee already. Call Carolyn Abbott at 541-485-3143 if you 

wish to attend. 

We have another new member whose name did not appear in the     

Roster: 

 Voula Weaver                                                                                                                                 

 1057 Charnelton St. #3                                                                                                                     

 Eugene, Or. 97401                                                                                                                              

 870-489-1409                                                                                                                

 voulaweaver@gmail.com 

Other new members since August are:  Lorraine Anderson, Ann Bard, 

and Pamela McClure-Johnston.  Their contact information is in the new 

Roster.  Please welcome our new members when you see them. (Yes, 

Voula is returning after several years of living in other states)."  

mailto:voulaweaver@gmail.com
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Greetings, Guild    

members – 

 I hope you are well! My 

apologies for missing 

my chance to share 

some thoughts with you 

in the October 2021  

edition of Prelude –  

suffice to say the run-

up to our Opening 

Night concert on Sep-

tember 23, with its concomitant Virtual Edition 

for on-demand streaming, was rather bustling. 

I’m delighted to say that the orchestra’s perfor-

mance was nothing short of thrilling, and I hope 

you’ll get a chance to view the video version.  

   Above all, it was truly meaningful to have an 

audience in Silva Concert Hall again for the first 

time in nearly 20 months. The energy was      

palpable, and when the orchestra took the stage 

all together (in what’s known in our industry as 

a ‘European entrance’…although I imagine in 

Europe they call it ‘an entrance’…) there were 

few, if any, dry eyes in the house. Early reports 

are that the process for affirming either vaccine 

status or negative test was seamless and quick, 

and with the mask requirement throughout the 

building – not to mention the 1.5 million cubic 

feet of air in Silva – we believe that the            

environment is as safe as it could possibly be. If 

you aren’t already planning on it, I hope you’ll 

consider joining us for our November 18 concert. 

   Speaking of, it’s a blockbuster program        

featuring two beloved masterpieces. First, we 

welcome back one of our favorite artists, Joyce 

Yang, to play Brahms’s Piano Concerto No. 1. To 

me, it’s more than a concerto – it was his first 

foray into a work of symphonic scope, inspired by 

his friendship with Robert and Clara Schumann. 

Joyce’s expressive playing is a perfect fit for this 

work, plus she’s a good egg all around, and it’ll 

be great to see her again. Then we’ll hear       

Bartók’s stunning Concerto for Orchestra, which 

gives every last section and player in the          

ensemble a robust workout. There’s good reason  

 

why it has become one of the foundations of the 

20th-century orchestral canon. 

  In other news, on the administrative staff side 

of things, we’ll be greeting some new colleagues 

in the coming months as three of our current 

work partners are leaving the team. Mckenzie 

James, who has been our Finance &                  

Administrative Director since 2018, will retire in 

December and enjoy her next and presumably 

much more relaxing chapter in her life, with our 

gratitude. Before then, Development &        

Fundraising Manager Tegan DeBolt, who also 

has been with us since 2018, is taking a new   

position in the grants division of EWEB, and 

Kathie Hsieh, who has served in a number of 

functions including her present role of Patron 

Engagement Manager, has already begun a new 

position at the University of Oregon School of 

Music and Dance. We are sad to lose these      

valuable teammates and will share word of their 

successors when the time comes. 

   Finally, I’ll add that we were all disappointed 

to have to cancel the elementary school Youth 

Concerts scheduled for November 16. At this 

time, there just isn’t a way to ensure safety for 

these young people who are not yet eligible for 

vaccination. We are making a virtual Youth  

Concert comprising previously recorded video 

from last spring’s Soundwaves series along with 

the first two Symphonic concerts from this     

season, with fresh introductions from Francesco 

and musicians. That will be released in           

mid-November, free of charge to all school        

districts in the area. And of course, our fingers 

and toes are firmly crossed that we can resume 

our Youth Concerts in March 2022, with your 

help of course. Onward! 

My best, 

Scott 

 

Scott Freck,                                                                                      

Executive Director                                                      

Eugene Symphony Association 
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EDUCATION and OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

The Education and Community Engagement   

Department of the Symphony has been busy   

continuing and expanding its programs.  Here is 

a quick overview of programs and activities.    

For more details about all of these programs, 

please look at the Education portion of the    

Symphony website. 

EDUCATION 

This fall, a virtual Youth Concert will be         

prepared that can be accessed by elementary 

schools in November.  The Link Up program in 

the spring, will be planned as an in-person event 

for participating schools. 

The Symphony has created a new Education 

Hub, which gives access to virtual concerts,      

pre-concert talks and other educational videos.  

These will be free to Oregon educators. 

The Laura Avery Visiting Masters classes have 

resumed with a stellar piano class led by visiting 

artist Michelle Cann. 

The Eugene Symphony Guild Young Artist   

Competition will be held in person this year,      

in May. 

Several of our string musicians will provide 24 

sectional classes for the Douglas County Youth 

orchestra in Roseburg. 

The Encouraging Young Musicians to Achieve 

program has worked with school music              

instructors in six Lane County schools to provide 

learning resources.  Planning is underway to  

create a video music library with instrument -

specific instruction for middle and high school 

programs. 

The new Private Lesson Program has been       

rewarding and this year will be expanded to 

reach more students and provide more lessons, 

and to continue partnering with the local NAACP 

to provide scholarships for BIPOC students. 

Composer-in-Residence Matt Browne will have a 

full schedule of working with students at various 

levels during the week of his residency and     

culminating with the premier of his First      

Symphony.     

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Symphony Go! small ensembles performed at a 

wide variety of outdoor venues in the spring and 

summer, providing many opportunities for the 

community to experience the music safely.  These 

performances were all well-attended and will   

resume in the coming spring and summer.   

The Symphony Connect program was on hold 

this year for safety reasons and hopes to soon  

resume bringing interactive music programs to 

human service agencies in the community. 

Vets Connect is a new initiative aimed at         

engaging veterans, active military and their  

families through its cultural offerings.  

Sandra W., Education Chair 

Photos of Autumn, compliments of Karalyn Walker Sprung 
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ANASTASIA PLAY IN LOCAL PRODUCTION WITH KAREN OLSEN’S THEATER TROUPE,  

THE NON STOP PLAYERS

My Non-Stop Players teenage cast closed our Singin' in the Rain production in May, but we kept 

getting asked to perform highlights here and there. We just finished our last outreach presentation 

yesterday, Sunday, October 10, at the Gordon Alley. That is a very lovely venue! We had a great   

audience and everyone enjoyed themselves. We also performed a sneak peek of our upcoming       

musical, Anastasia, that will be performed at The Wildish Theater in Springfield on January 7, 8 

and 9, 2022. Our Singin' in the Rain cast was comprised of 10 teens, but our Anastasia cast has 

about 25 performers of all ages. We have included members of the Eugene Concert Choir, Oregon 

Ballet Academy, teenagers from several different high schools, as well as community members that 

just want to be a part of our show. We have a great group and we can tell that Anastasia will be a     

beautiful production to watch!  

Inspired by true historic events and two beloved films, Anastasia transports us from the twilight of 

the Russian Empire to the euphoria of Paris in the 1920s, as a brave young woman sets out to    

discover the mystery of her past. Pursued by a ruthless Soviet officer determined to silence her,  

Anya enlists the aid of a dashing conman and a lovable ex-aristocrat. Together, they embark on an 

epic adventure to help her find home, love, and family.   

The cast will be performing parts of Anastasia again at the Gordon Alley in December during busy 

holiday shopping season. However, it is best to just come and see the show in January. Tickets are 

now on sale at The Wildish Theater. Just go to the website and click on Tickets! Dates are January 

7, 8 and 9, 2022.         Karen Olsen 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference. Current and past 

issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,  https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/

newsletter    Editor: Judy England 

“Music acts like a magic key, to which 

the most tightly closed heart opens.”                   

Maria Augusta von Trapp 

NOVEMBER 
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Photos of the Fall, from Sally’s Garden ... 

Porcelain Berry,       

on left 

Hydrangea in Fall  color 

Salvai Greggii                          

a Hummingbird favorite! 

Coreopsis Moonbeam—                                        

(Still blooming!) 

Japanese Anemone 

Last Rose of the Season, 

on right 


