
  

 

Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony              

Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 

Vol. XLVIII, No. 10, June, 2021  Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter  

P R E L U D E  

 JUNE GUILD MEETINGS 

Board meeting:  June 9 at 10:00 a.m. via ZOOM, and connection information will be 

sent to board members. 

 

Summer Membership Notes:  There will be NO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP meetings 

until September. Regular meetings will continue in September and notices will be 

online, in the Prelude, by phone and mail. Members are encouraged to submit their 

garden photos and stories to the Prelude for a continued newsletter this Summer for 

July, and August issues. See page 10 for more information about submitting videos 

for MIG. 

  Hello from The Symphony Staff! “We Miss You!”... 

The Symphony Staff wanted to say hello back to the Symphony Guild members with the message;  

“THANK YOU from Eugene Symphony’s administrative team,  WE MISS YOU ALL!”  Top row L-R: Katy     

Vizdal, Stella Ji, Tegan DeBolt, Second row L-R: Lindsay Pearson, Scott Freck, Kathie Hsieh. Third 

row: Lindsey McCarthy.                     
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Dear Members: 

We’re hoping this issue of the 

Prelude finds all our members 

and their families well.  We 

have not heard that any of our 

members have had COVID-19, 

with the possible exception of 

one.  If you or a family member have been ill 

with COVID and you wish to share your story, 

please write to me or Judy England for          

inclusion in next Prelude. 

Now that it appears we have seen the worst of 

this Pandemic, let’s give thanks for some of the 

experiences we’ve been through and what they 

have taught us.  It might seem strange to be 

giving thanks for such a disruptive and tragic 

period in time, yet I’m sure we’ve all thought 

of some positive results.  If nothing else, it   

certainly showed us where our priorities are in 

terms of how we value the people and            

relationships in our lives.  I could fill a couple 

of paragraphs with my personal “Thank-You” 

list, but I’ll concentrate on those that affect the 

Guild. 

I’m thankful that we should be able to meet 

again in-person at our General Meetings   

starting in September.  I’ve very much missed 

each member and am looking forward to       

seeing you all again.  We have been fortunate 

to be able to use the technology of ZOOM in 

order to stay somewhat connected.  Thanks to 

the Board for their enthusiasm and energy 

even in the darkest times, never giving up or 

failing to work around obstacles.  Thanks for 

the leadership of Suzanne Shapiro even as she 

goes thru serious health problems of her own 

and with Marc. Thanks to the Eugene       

Symphony Association and to Francesco Lecce-

Chong for their creativeness in keeping their 

music flowing in our lives thru use of social 

media. Thanks to our Calling Committee for 

spending hours on the phone with “their” 

members, helping to keep us all connected 

through this un-connected time. 

Thanks to the whole Music in the Garden 

Committee and co-chairs Sally Robinson and 

Ginger Fifield for their hard work over the last 

several months, figuring out how to hold our 

beloved MIG under such trying circumstances.  

An important part of our lives the past months 

has been the Prelude, edited with love by Judy 

England.  We’ve all looked forward to the next 

monthly issue.  Thanks to Judy for her heroic 

efforts to make sure we had the latest news. 

THANK YOU MEMBERS for your loyal     

support of the Guild through your donations of 

money and time. You have helped us assure 

that the Guild remains a vibrant and essential 

part of the Eugene Symphony Association’s  

donor base. 

Members will soon be receiving renewal       

invitations in the mail and we hope that every 

single one of you will renew your membership. 

Next year is starting to shape up to be a very 

dynamic year for the Guild, bringing back 

some of our favorite activities such as Musical 

Chairs and an in-person Music in the Garden.  

We have a great Board (Be sure to vote)     

waiting in the background and ready to take 

over leadership on July 1.  You won’t want to 

miss the activities and social times we’re plan-

ning for this “opening” year. We need you all! 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn Abbott 

Past President & Current Co-President 

President’s Message 
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Greetings, Guild members – 

This will no doubt go down 

as one of the most              

interesting (possibly the   

vaguest) missives I’ve sent 

to you all in my nearly nine 

years at the Eugene       

Symphony. Because of the nature of print 

deadlines, this could also be a curious time 

capsule of a sort, capturing a particularly    

important crossroads as our country continues 

its path to recovery from the COVID-19     

pandemic.  

That’s because as of this writing in mid-May, 

we’ve just received word of the Center for   

Disease Control’s pronouncement of updated 

guidance for people who are fully vaccinated. 

It is, of course, very encouraging news and 

hopefully a sign that the significant societal 

impact of governmental restrictions may soon 

be coming to an end. But it’s also complicated 

news, at least until the Oregon Health        

Authority and Oregon Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration issues new specific 

guidelines governing large public gatherings 

and workplaces, both of which are                

tremendously relevant to the business of    

putting on orchestra concerts. 

 

The rapid changes in guidance recently have 

been dizzying at times, as governmental      

requirements have zig-zagged from easing   

restrictions to re-imposing them, and now 

seemingly to virtually eliminate them in a 

matter of just a few weeks. Overall, though, 

we seem to be on a positive trajectory, and the 

staff, Board leadership, Francesco, and I will 

continue to monitor the changes and update 

our artistic and financial plans. We still have 

hope (perhaps now more than ever) that we 

will be able to announce a full 2021/22 season 

in June and resume our Eugene Symphony in 
the Park concert in July.  

So, once again I ask you to keep the faith, and  

continue to think positively and creatively 

about how we can move forward. As ever, it is 

by working together that we will achieve our 

goals and ignite our dreams. 

Thank you as always for everything you do for 

our Eugene Symphony family! Be well and 

stay safe… 

My best, 

Scott 

Scott Freck, Executive Director 

Eugene Symphony 

(See page 12 for details…) 

https://eugenesymphony.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d08309dbb2132923d1890009&id=3d39ae6fda&e=54a3f24912
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Congratulations to the 2021 winners for their outstanding performances listed below. The 2021 Eugene 
Symphony Guild Young Artist Competition results were announced on the Eugene Symphony’s website  

By Katy Vizdal, ESA Education and Community Engagement Director 

 

We were elated to receive 46 submissions from all over the state of Oregon, with twenty-four exceptional 

young musicians competing in the Junior Division and twenty-two in the Senior Division. The judging 

panel was comprised of Francesco Lecce-Chong, ESA Music Director & Conductor; Alwyn Wright, violin; 

Isaac Beu, clarinet; Jacqueline Cordova-Arrington, flute; Kathryn Brunhaver, cello; and Lydia Van 

Dreel, horn. The judges recognize that everyone overcame challenges to participate in the competition 

this year, and they were grateful to hear so many wonderful performances.                                                   

 

                         2021 Eugene Symphony Guild Young Artist Competition Results: 

             SENIOR DIVISION: 

 1st Prize ($1,000)            Esther Platt, violin 

                                                Saint-Saëns: Violin Concerto No. 3 in B minor, Op. 61 
                                                 I. Allegro non troppo 

 2nd Prize ($500)              Dylan Nguyen, piano 

                                                Liszt: Mephisto Waltz No. 1 

 Honorable Mention       Wayra Quinchiguango, clarinet 
                                                Luigi Bassi: Concert Fantasia on Motives from “Rigoletto” 
             JUNIOR DIVISION: 

 1st Prize ($500)                Jesse Nieman, piano 

                                                Liszt: Fantasy on themes from Beethoven's “Ruins of Athens" 
 2nd Prize ($250)              Abigail Kim, oboe 

                                                Eugene Goossens: Oboe Concerto, Op.45 

 Honorable Mention        Macy Gong, flute 

                                                Carl Reinecke: Flute Concerto in D Major, Op. 283 
                                                I. Allegro molto moderato 

 Honorable Mention        Remy Bourgault, violin 

                                                Wieniawski: Violin Concerto No. 2 in D minor, Op. 22 
                                                III. Allegro con fuoco – Allegro moderato (à la Zingara) 
 Honorable Mention        Sarah Lee, cello 

                                                Lalo: Cello Concerto in D minor 

                 III. Introduction. Andante — Allegro vivace 

Pictured above - center: Esther Platt; clockwise starting top left: Jesse Nieman, Dylan Nguyen, Macy 
Gong, Remy Bourgault, Sarah Lee, Wayra Quinchiguango, Abigail Kim  
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First Prize winner in the Senior Division is    

violinist Esther Platt who is working towards 

her master’s degree at Lynn Conservatory of 

Music. She has been a member of the Rogue  

Valley Symphony and the Britt Festival          

Orchestra.  She also participated in the 2014  

national Youth Orchestra in its coast-to-coast 

tour. 

When not playing music, Esther enjoys    

grafting fruit trees, caring for farm animals 

and designing violin chin rests. 

Dylan Nguyen, a sophomore undergrad at the 

University of Oregon, took second prize. He 

has been studying classical piano for 14 years 

and has won awards in many competitions.  

He also sings in the elite University of Oregon 

Chamber Choir which tours abroad and has 

won international acclaim. 

Dylan is studying for a career in medicine 

while continuing his piano education.  In his 

free time, he likes to swim, hike and          

rock-climb. 

Honorable Mention was awarded to           

clarinetist Wayra Quinchiguango.  Wayra  

attended Western Washington University and 

will begin his graduate studies at Temple 

University in the fall. 

In the Junior Division, the first prize winner 

is pianist Jesse Nieman who is currently     

finishing his senior year in high school at 

Portland Community College.  He began     

piano lessons in South Korea ten years ago, 

has played with the Portland Youth           

Philharmonic and was concertmaster in the 

Portland Youth Conservator Orchestra.  He 

has been active in the community, playing at 

retirement homes, his church, private parties 

and more as well as making music videos. 

Outside of music, Jesse tutors math at PCC 

and enjoys running and swimming.  He plans 

to attend Westmont College in Santa Barbara    

California where he will study biology and     

music. 

The second prize winner is oboist Abagail 

Kim,  a junior at Central Catholic High 

School.  She is principal oboist of the Portland 

Youth Philharmonic and the Metropolitan 

Youth Symphony.  Recently she was selected 

for the National Youth Orchestra USA by 

Carnegie Hall for the 2021 summer. 

When not playing the oboe, Abagail enjoys    

running track and cross country, playing    

piano and playing as a volunteer at several 

community charitable organizations. 

Honorable Mentions were awarded to Macy 

Gong, flutist, who is a freshman at Oregon  

Episcopal School, Remy Bourgault, violinist, a 

junior at Grant High School, and Sarah Lee,  

cellist, age 14. 

Sandra Weingarten 

On A More Personal Note: THE WINNERS ARE: UNIQUE,       

TALENTED, WONDERFULLY DIFFERENT……… and this 

year’s Young Artist competition drew the most applicants ever!   
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THE NEW 2021 POSTER FOR OUR MUSIC IN THE GARDEN  TOURS! 
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MUSIC IN THE GARDEN TOURS — LAST THREE PREVIEWS! 

The Music in the Garden Committee has been working tirelessly, to get ready for this year’s 

unique and exciting Virtual Music in the Garden, set to premiere June 27th! 

Filming at each garden is scheduled to begin at the very end of May, and be completed in early June. We are 

thrilled to be having several live musicians actually playing in the featured gardens – a perfect pairing of both 

beautiful flowers and fabulous music.    

We can’t wait to show you the six beautiful gardens, chosen to be featured in our video. Please do read the     

garden descriptions of the final three gardens you will see in our video – and note that one belongs to our very 

own Maxine McWhorter. 

Access to view this virtual tour will be easy, simply go to the Guild website (eugenesymphonyguild.org) and a 

computer link will take you directly to the Guild’s YouTube channel and Music in the Garden. You will receive a 

postcard and an email reminder closer to the premiere, so you can share all this information with family and 

friends. 

So ready your comfortable armchairs and put on your garden party attire.  You won’t want to miss this year’s 

one-of -a-kind Music in the Garden!    

Sally Robinson, Co-Chair Music in the Garden Committee 

Music In The Garden Is Almost Here! 

ST GEORGE GARDEN 

This outstanding garden started out 29 years ago as 

an empty lot, next door to a new home, and was   

covered in poison oak and blackberries. Gradually 

the backbone of the garden started to take place, as 

fences were built, water features, including a pond 

and waterfall constructed, and areas connected by 

gates, paths and retaining walls. Diverse varieties of 

plants were added and as the tastes and knowledge 

of the homeowners has evolved, so has the garden – 

plants have been moved, paths remade and fences 

and gates replaced. 

The front garden is open to wandering wildlife, so it 

has been trial and error to determine what they will 

avoid. The back garden is fenced and has become a 

private haven to enjoy throughout the year. A stone 

patio with firepit is the perfect spot to view both the 

beautiful garden, and beautiful sunsets. Sunny   

perennial beds are bursting with roses, clematis, 

hydrangeas, delphiniums, as well as late bloomers 

such as phlox, dahlias and cannas. Shadier places 

are filled with hostas, hellebores, rhododendrons 

and camellias.  
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MUSIC IN THE GARDEN TOURS— PREVIEWS (Continued) 

MCWHORTER GARDEN  

The McWhorter garden has been a labor of love,   

started 27 years ago, and is now a beautiful and 

peaceful haven, filled with interesting and unusual 

plants. Gradually changes have been made over the 

years, some out of necessity, due to snow and ice 

storms. 

The front yard is sunny, but frequented by the    

neighborhood deer herds. What started out as lawn,  

is now full of interesting dwarf evergreens, plus      

peonies, irises, rhodies, heathers, manzanitas,        

hellebores, and other groundcovers. There is a big  

area with Lithodora ‘Zahnii’, a shrub-like variety     

rather than the more common groundcover.  

A deck overlooks the back garden, which has many 

roses, hostas, clematises, ferns, flowering shrubs, 

dwarf evergreens, hydrangeas, peonies (3 kinds), 

epimediums, and primulas, to name a few. There       

is a terrace with an area for dining, where the garden 

can be enjoyed by family and guests during the   

warmer months. Two trees of interest are a large      

25-year-old Loropetalum chinense, and Cornus        

controversa, which grows in tiers like a wedding cake. 

To provide a lengthy period of interest, in one area a 

climbing rose and a clematis have been planted to 

grow up through a viburnum. 

SPECK GARDEN 

“Trees Planted by Streams of Water” is the poetic title of this 

wonderful garden and it is carved in Chinese script on a   

basalt naming stone, seen as you walk down the main path. 

The garden was begun 17 years ago and is home to hundreds 

of plants native to the Willamette Valley and Pacific     

Northwest, making it an artful example of “The New     

American Garden” as described by Carole Otterson in her 

1987 book. The garden is lush without the use of any     

chemicals and there is no engineered irrigation. 

The garden’s designer is a landscape painter, and suggests 

that you enjoy the garden as if you were walking through a 

painting. Naturalistic plantings provide lush sweeps of color 

and texture, very different in each season; paths lead eyes 

and feet to partially concealed destinations; vistas focus on 

sculptures framed by fences, trees and the walls of the    

modernist cottage. Favorite garden spaces include the      

Mirren Garden, which is framed by rose towers, sweet peas 

and antique pottery jars filled with hens and chicks. The 

front patio features a 6 foot tall Asian jar and a lion fountain 

that cascades feathery native sedge rather than water from 

its basin. The garden is dominated by an 80-year-old,        

100 foot tall coastal redwood.  
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Below, Sandra’s garden is 

filled with blooms:      

Dogwoods and        

Crabapples.  Gorgeous! 

My turn, because I also wanted to share the Dogwoods (left)     

blooming in my yard.  Then the Snowballs bloomed! (right) Ed. 

A PAGE OF PICTURES...MAY IN BLOOM for JUNE! 

Here’s a close-up  (above) of the wild 

Iris which are fun to find in the 

wild… if you’re lucky!  And, these 

“Rhodies” (upper left)  are from the 

same lovely lady.                       

Thank you, Suzanne! 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

“Music can change the world                                          

because it can change people.” ― Bono 

Guild Groups and Activities 

Watch your email in-boxes for details on how you can submit your own short Garden Story!  They will be 

posted on our website and shared on social media, in the lead-up to Music in the Garden, and will also 

arrive via email to everyone very soon!  

Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m., June 1, 8, 15, 22 

and 29. If you are new to the group, please call Nancy Holloman to be added to the email notification of 

the starting point. Walks begin in different places each week and are usually on level ground. The group 

is currently alternating city street walks with nature walks.   

The Guild Book Club members are all now immunized. The June meeting will be in person at Carolyn 

Abbott’s house on the second Monday, June 14th, at 7:00 p.m. The book for June is “The Evening and the 
Morning” by Ken Follett. If you are a Guild Book Club regular, please notify Carolyn if you can not at-

tend. If you do not regularly participate, but are interested, please contact Carolyn Abbott or Sue Ashton 

for information.   

We hope you enjoyed our May General Meeting and everyone’s flowers and flower stories. Our next     

general meeting will be in September, hopefully in person, and you will be notified, in the Prelude, by 

phone and email. In the meantime, let’s keep in touch through the summer issues of the Prelude. Please 

let us know what you are doing this summer, and send some photos. We love hearing from you.  See you 

in September! 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference. Current and past 

issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,  https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/

newsletter    Editor: Judy England 
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May 24, 2021 
For Immediate Release 
Contact: 
Carolyn Abbot, 541-485-3143, cjabbott2@comcast.net 
Susan Ashton, 541-255-7323, suejashton26@gmail.com 
 
 

Eugene Symphony Guild Creates Virtual 23rd Annual Music in the Garden Event 

EUGENE, OR — After canceling the 2020 Music in the Garden fundraising event last spring due to 
the pandemic, the Eugene Symphony Guild has embarked on a virtual version of this beloved 
showcase of local homeowners’ gardens during a day long self-guided tour.  

This year, six Eugene homeowners are participating in a filmed version of the garden tour, complete 
with local musicians playing in most of the beautiful settings. Videographer Jeremy Bronson is 
producing the virtual tour guided by the Music in the Garden fundraising committee, an all-
volunteer group of devoted Guild members. Garden owners will share their stories as viewers enjoy 
lush landscapes, native and exotic plants, blooming trees and flowers, and exquisite architectural 
details, some from a bee’s eye view! 

“We made this decision for the safety and health of our garden homeowners, Guild members and 
volunteers, musicians, vendors, and our supportive community of attendees,” explained Board 
President Suzanne Shapiro. “For 22 years we have successfully engaged our community in this 
beloved event, often raising up to $20,000 that directly supports the Eugene Symphony 
Association,” she continued. “Though an in-person event has been the tradition, this year’s virtual 
format means viewers near and far can enjoy and share the tour at their convenience on their 
favorite screens.” 

The virtual tour’s premiere is set for Sunday, June 27, 2021 on the Guild’s YouTube channel and is 
free to watch and share. Tickets to the event traditionally have been sold through several area 
gardening retailers and from Guild members, at a cost of $15 prior to the event and $20 at the 
event. The Guild is asking the public to consider a donation of $15 per household to help continue 
the Guild’s mission: a vibrant social non-profit organization that brings people together through 
fundraising events and music education and outreach programs that support the Eugene 
Symphony. All proceeds from the virtual tour benefit the Eugene Symphony Association.  

The Guild membership has created a Matching Fund that will match every dollar donated to the 
Music in the Garden virtual tour, up to $5,000. This year’s Title Sponsors are Jerry’s Home 
Improvement Center and Lane Forest Products. Support is also provided by KVAL13, Johnson 
Brothers Garden Market, Gray’s Garden Center, Roger Langeliers Construction Company, and JLN 
Design. 

For more information about the Guild and to donate, visit eugenesymphonyguild.org or follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

### 
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SOUNDWAVES VI 

Thursday, June 3 at 7pm PDT  
 on our YouTube Channel 

Free – Suggested donation of $15 per household 

 

Join us for the GRAND FINALE of our 2020/21 concert season! This season brought us many challenges, but 
with your generous support, we have been able to reimagine how we make music and share it with our 
community. 
 
For this final Soundwaves, you will hear an eclectic array of voices, plus some of our brass, woodwinds, and 
percussion players join the stage again. Enjoy pieces by two of Francesco's favorite composers working    
today, Zhou Tian and Chen Yi, a percussion quartet by John Cage, and with the help of modern                
technology, Terry Riley's In C with some of our brass and wind players. Lastly, to close the concert will be 
the lush sounds from the strings for Ralph Vaughan William's Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis.  

The concert will premiere on our YouTube channel and remain available to anyone anywhere in the world, 
with a suggested donation of $15 per household, for one week after the premiere date. After that, the     
video will be available in our On-Demand portal for Eugene Symphony donors and members who give at 
least $120 annually (or $10 per month). 

 

https://eugenesymphony.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d08309dbb2132923d1890009&id=fdd24882b1&e=54a3f24912
https://eugenesymphony.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d08309dbb2132923d1890009&id=0f4a32c6ad&e=54a3f24912
https://eugenesymphony.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2d08309dbb2132923d1890009&id=3d39ae6fda&e=54a3f24912

