PRELUDE
Vol. XLVIII, No. 9, May, 2021 Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter
Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony
Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services.

Members in attendance at the April Membership Zoom Meeting: Top L-R: Sylvia Kaufman, Sharron Smith, Jerril
Nilson, Sally Robinson, 2nd Row, L-R Judy England, Susan Ashton, Betsy Patton, Ginger Fifield, 3rd Row, L-R
Sandra Weingarten, Linda Cummens, Chris Johnson, Carolyn Abbott, 4th Row, L-R, Barbara Cook, Karalyn
Walker-Sprung, Suzanne Shapiro, and Amy Jo Butler. We were wearing our Spring Bonnets, from handmade to
fishing hats… Great fun!

MAY GUILD MEETINGS
Board meeting: May 12 at 10:00 a.m. via ZOOM, and connection
information will be sent to board members.

Membership meeting: May 19 at 10:00 a.m. via ZOOM. There will be social
time with ice breaker by Sharron Smith, at 10:30 a.m. meeting (watch for a
ZOOM invitation including connection information to come via email from
Jerril). A drawing of names of those present will be held for a surprise gift
certificate.

President’s Message
Greetings!

which played a huge part in creating this
program, is producing a virtual concert so that
the students will still be able to experience
and participate from their classrooms.
The Young Artist Competition is again going
to be virtual, with a larger pool of applicants
than previously. This version of the new
normal may even become permanent. The
Symphony Soundwaves project is bringing us
live streamed performances from our string
section. We hope this will grow into the full
orchestra soon.
With so much activity in so many ways, I
encourage each of you to continue to
participate. Please attend our Zoom meetings
every month. We attempt to make the
meetings efficient and entertaining. There is
even a drawing for a special prize. If you are
not sure how, please contact Carolyn, Jerril or
me, and we will try to help. We will be overjoyed to see you. You can also keep in touch
via the Prelude. Just email Judy a
photo** - you, your pets, garden, new project,
or a paragraph telling us what you are doing
in your new normal. We will be delighted to
hear from you.
Speaking for myself, I look forward to the day
when our meetings are in person, when we
can have parties and special events, enjoy a
lunch or a glass of something together, attend
live music again, and so many other things.
For now I hope you are all well and making
the best of this new normal. I hope to see you
and hear from you soon.
Stay well,
Sandra

Creating a new normal.
How many times have
we heard that
phrase? What will our
new normal look
like? Right now my
new normal includes lots of time on ZOOM,
which is OK, and far less time gathering with
friends, which isn’t. Spending more time in
my garden is good, relearning how to cook is
OK, telling myself I should do more house
work.. not so much. Hopefully my new normal
will gradually come to resemble more closely
the normal I remember.
Our Guild has been creating a new normal,
which we all hope is temporary. Our meetings
are on ZOOM which is efficient, but we sure
do miss the personal contact. We hope to
resume in person meetings in the fall, if all
goes well.
The virtual Music in the Garden tour is an
exciting project under Sally and Ginger’s
guidance and leadership is coming together
well. All the committees are working hard,
and many of us are learning new things. We
have hired an experienced videographer who
is proving to be wonderful to work with, so we
anticipate an exceptional production to
showcase our gardens.
Our Symphony has also been creating a new
normal, learning to do so many things in so
many different ways. For example, the Link
Up educational program for elementary school
children is in progress, despite not having a
live Youth Concert this spring. Violinist Julia
Frantz is this year’s teaching artist, reaching [Sandra in a photo from recent Cabo trip.]
the schools virtually. And, Carnegie Hall,
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Guild Groups and Activities
Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these
Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m., May 4,
11, 18 and 25. If you are new to the group, please
call Nancy Holloman to be added to the email
notification of the starting point. Walks begin in
different places each week and are usually on
level ground. The group is currently alternating
city street walks with nature walks. Participants
have been planning delightful walks in their own
neighborhoods.

This is exciting news! The Guild Book Club
members are all now immunized. The May
meeting will be in person at Carolyn Abbott’s
house on the second Monday, the 10th at 7:00
p.m. The book for May is “American Dirt”, by
Jeanine Cummins, and June’s is “The Evening
and the Morning” by Ken Follett. If you are a
Guild Book Club regular, please notify Carolyn if
you can not attend. If you do not regularly
participate, but are interested, please contact
Carolyn Abbott or Sue Ashton for information.

Here are three photos from Sally
Robinson:
Crabapple “Prairie Fire” [left], Japanese Maple “Peaches and Cream “ [center], and Bleeding Heart,
[right]

SPRINGTIME SLOWLY APPEARS
The camellia is blooming at left and the
hydrangea is starting to blossom on the
right, from Karalyn Walker Sprung
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Music In The Garden Is Coming!
Planning for our first ever Virtual Music in the Garden is progressing smoothly.
We are very excited to have hired well-known Eugene Videographer Jeremy Bronson.
You may have seen his beautiful work, if you’ve watched recent Ballet Fantastique
presentations.
On April 3, a very small group from the Video Production Committee, headed by
Sandra Weingarten, plus Jeremy, had a short but successful tour of all the six
featured gardens for our upcoming virtual MIG event. You can read about three of
those beautiful Gardens in this issue [on pages four and five]. The remaining three
will be featured in the June Prelude.
Behind the scenes there is much planning happening - decisions on advertising and
promoting our virtual event, including the use of “Garden Stories” as described in the
April Prelude, plus organizing music and sponsors. Our Music in the Garden
Committee is working very hard to make this a truly memorable and successful
fundraiser for our beloved Eugene Symphony.
The release date of our video is on track for this coming June 27. Stay tuned for all
the details on how to access our exciting Music in the Garden video, and how you can
share this with friends and family, wherever they may be.
Sally Robinson,
Co-Chair Music in the Garden Committee

MUSIC IN THE GARDEN TOURS — FIRST THREE PREVIEWS!
Stangeland Garden
This garden is special in that it is clearly an extension of the house. Outside the main gathering places in the
house, there are several outdoor spaces where the garden can be enjoyed by family and guests. Off of the kitchen
is a wonderful wood terrace that overlooks the lawn court. Adjacent to the dining room is a covered outdoor
seating area with a torii gate and large stone urn. These are the main entry points into the garden, which is a
series of gardens.
A main central lawn court for bocce ball and
garden art is surrounded by a brick patio, stone
wall, pergola with grapes. This is the main
gathering spot when entertaining. From the lawn
court, a short walk leads to the back cottage,
where there is a small brick patio surrounded by a
water feature and shade loving perennials. In the
front of the cottage is a series of raised beds that
are planted with vegetables, dahlias, and lilies.
Trees of particular note are the many beautiful
Kousa dogwoods, which bloom in profusion in late
Spring. A mass of “Iceberg” roses is another showstopper in this outstanding garden.
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MUSIC IN THE GARDEN TOURS— PREVIEWS (Continued)
Gleason-Ulum Garden
The Gleason-Ulum residence is an historic home located
in the University neighborhood. It was previously owned
by Ruth and John Bascom, who tended this lovely
garden for 50 years. The house is surrounded by a
series of garden rooms, linked together by a network of
garden paths.
The path begins at the front entry steps, in an updated
Northwest garden landscape of shade loving perennials,
including several varieties of stunning hostas, peonies,
evergreen candytuft, and sweetly fragrant Sarcococca.
The path continues down the side of the house through
a series of vine entwined metal arches, leading you
through the kitchen garden with its custom-made raised
beds, containing herbs, fruits and vegetables, and surrounded by permeable pavers.
Upon reaching the back garden, there is a choice of paths to take. One leads up to the newly renovated patio
overlook, one to a grassy lawn, or the other, which continues around the perimeter of the back garden through
beautiful, mature plantings of some Northwest favorites, in the shadows cast by a pair of spectacular specimens
of Cedar of Lebanon.

Prochet Garden
The front yard of this lovely garden is simple, but a long walkway leads to a beautiful backyard garden
oasis. The garden is designed on an axis that connects with the internal axis of the house itself – a similar
process was used in the design of the Palace and gardens at Versailles. Four diverse sculptures are the major
focal points, and draw the viewer through the yard.
The back yard is divided into five rooms: three Nature
rooms, an Italian room, and a Vegetable Garden room. Each has
its own identity.
The Nature rooms: The Three Perfections in landscape
theory depict the ways in which man and nature interact.
Man’s Domination of Nature. This room includes the
house and the land adjacent to it. It has raised beds, pots, and
formal symmetry of straight lines and circles.
Man & Nature in Harmony. This room has a give and
take mixture of nature’s chaotic and man’s regimented
tendencies. It is of a profusion of plants and color happening
beyond a curving lawn.
Wild (or Wilderness or Wild Nature). This room includes
the time of early man with his beliefs in spirits and gods. It is
farthest removed from Man’s Domination of Nature. It is filled
with plants such as Gunnera and climbing hydrangea.
The Italian room. This room is a reminder of the owners’
trips to Italy with its sun and fun. Here there is a formal
parterre with Russian sage in pots, reminiscent of Italy’s potted
lemon trees.
The Vegetable Garden. In this room, vegetables are in
raised beds only an arm’s length away and a wheelbarrow can go
everywhere. A picnic table usually sits in the middle for
lunchtimes.
[Ed. Note: the remaining three gardens will be in the June Prelude]
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concert season beginning in September 2021.
Greetings, Guild members, We are laying in plans for repertoire and
artists, and are working toward a season
I hope you and yours are
launch announcement perhaps in early June.
well, and are tolerating the So watch this and other spaces for news
topsy-turvy roller coaster
about that!
track that COVID-19 keeps
Of course, we’d also love to resume our
bringing us. While it feels
traditional Eugene Symphony in the Park
we are certainly making progress with
concerts at Cuthbert Amphitheater in
vaccine rollouts, the latest news that Lane
Eugene and Bohemia Park in Cottage Grove,
County has been upgraded (or is it downgraded?) to High Risk is disheartening. And and have a timeline by which we need to
confirm those dates. Think good thoughts,
yet, we must keep the faith.
please!
As you can imagine, the rapidly changing
In the meantime, we’re continuing to make
nature of this health crisis and our state
new episodes of our Symphony Soundwaves
government’s response to it has made our
planning process very difficult. We have been virtual concert programs, and will be putting
working diligently with two different groups on a number of small ensemble performances
– the Cultural Advocacy Coalition, of which I in various public outdoor locations in May
am a board member, and a new, more loosely and June, under our SymphonyGO!
umbrella. We’re working hard to deliver on
drawn affiliation of event producers and
our mission of enriching lives through the
venues around the state – to encourage the
Governor and her team to provide consistent power of music and provide meaningful
and fair guidance for our sector. While those employment for our wonderful musician
colleagues.
conversations are ongoing, I’m sorry to say
that we haven’t made much progress in
Thank you as always for everything you do
recent days, and time is running out for
for our Eugene Symphony family! Be well
many organizations and individuals whose
and stay safe, my friends…
livelihood depends on a successful summer.
My best,
Our fingers are firmly crossed that they will Scott
be able to safely bring their goods to market,
Scott Freck
so to speak.
Fortunately, we have a bit more time, as our Executive Director,
main goal has been to be able to mount a full Eugene Symphony
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HISTORY PHOTOS AND MEMORIES:
Eugene Symphony Guild History 2009-2016
Danail Rachev was appointed the Eugene Symphony
conductor in 2009 and continued to lead the orchestra until
the end of the 2016-2017 season.
Guild Member Laura Avery worked with the Symphony
Association to establish the Laura Avery Master Classes
designed to provide opportunities for selected young
musicians to perform and receive critiques from visiting
guest artists.
During the 2009-2010 season, the Symphony and the Guild
partnered to launch a new Sound Perspectives series for
young students and in 2012, the Eugene Symphony started
participating in Link Up, a program of Carnegie Hall’s
Weill Music Institute; the program pairs orchestras across
the country with students in elementary schools in their
local communities to explore orchestral repertoire through
a hand-on music curriculum. Students participating in the
Link Up program attend a culminating concert where they
sing and play recorder or violin with the orchestra.

Danail Rachev, Conductor
2009-2017

The Youth Concert is one of two annual Youth Concerts
that bring thousands of elementary school students to the
Hult Center for interactive programs designed to
entertain, educate and inspire musicians of the future.
Since 1983, Guild members have helped organize and
usher participating school students at these events.

Sylvia Kaufmann (President 2011-2012)
at the Coburg Antique Fair Guild Booth

Carolyn Abbott and Barbara Miner,
co-chairs of Spring Serenade, 2013
with Sandra Weingarten, at left
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Eugene Symphony Guild History
2009-2016 - (Continued)

Spring Serenade 2013, Once Upon a Time, held at
the Eugene Country Club, featured an antique
collection of clothing provided by Susan Hall;
models were Eugene Ballet Company members,
Guild members and friends. Guests wore antique
hats, table decorations were antique themed, and
the menu was a high tea. Co-chairs of the event,
Barbara Miner and Carolyn Abbott, received an
American League of Orchestra’s Gold Book Award
of Excellence for the fundraiser.

Spring Serenade 2014, It’s a Wrap, celebrated
Diane Von Furstenberg’s 40th Anniversary of the
wrap dress by featuring wrap clothing, scarves
and accessories.
December of 2013 and 2014, two Christmas in the
Kitchen fundraisers were held. Five elegantly
decorated kitchens, dining and living rooms
provided venues to meet local chefs and taste their
culinary creations for the holidays as well as to
listen to beautiful music performed by local
musicians. The 2013 fundraiser was disrupted by
snow flurries and frigid temperatures, and the
2014 event suffered from low attendance and was
not repeated in subsequent years.

Table decoration for the High Tea
“Once Upon a Time” Spring Serenade,
2013

In 2015, the Guild was officially designated as a
Platinum Patron of the Eugene Symphony
Association’s Founders Society (defined as patrons
who contribute $25,000 or more annually). The
Guild annually sponsors one concert in the season
series, and the presiding Guild president
represents Guild members at Founders Society
functions.

Modeling "Long Ago"
fashion, 2013
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Eugene Symphony Guild History 2009-2016 - (Continued)

At Symphony Gala Guild
table (2016):
Melva Boles,
Heather Nolle,
Shawn Boles,
Bonnie Fromhold, and

June Campbell

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference. Current and past
issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website, https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/
newsletter Editor: Judy England

Eugene Symphony Guild
115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115
Eugene, Oregon 97401

MAY
The Javits Center in New York
City hired musicians to play
while people receive their
COVID shots. They noted the
“healing” power of music, and its
calming effect. CBS-TV News.
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May 6: Eugene Symphony premieres fifth installment of
Soundwaves, featuring film score music and Dvořák’s
Serenade for Strings
Francesco Lecce-Chong conducts an all-strings ensemble for this performance recorded
in high-definition video and audio at the Hult Center for the Performing Arts
EUGENE, OR (April 21, 2021)— Eugene Symphony continues its series of virtual concerts, Symphony
Soundwaves, with its fifth installment premiering on Thursday, May 6. With Francesco Lecce-Chong on the
podium, the performance will be recorded in high-definition video and audio at the Hult Center for the
Performing Arts on Thursday, April 22. Soundwaves V features film score music, John Williams’s Air and
Simple Gifts, and Dvořák’s Serenade for Strings.
“Eugene Symphony fans already know about my love of film music and, in particular, my connection with John
Williams,” says Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong. “At my first summer concert with Eugene
Symphony, I pulled out a lightsaber baton to conduct Star Wars, and I have a feeling that will be one of the
lasting memories audiences will have of my time here! That said, I have not had a chance to conduct the music
of film composers in traditional concert settings very often, so this Soundwaves performance is extra special as
we present the music of three Academy Award-winning composers alongside a beloved classic from
Antonín Dvořák.”

Soundwaves V – Premiering May 6
Hildur Guðnadóttir: From the Other Place
Bernard Herrmann: Suite from Psycho
John Williams: Air and Simple Gifts
Antonín Dvořák: Serenade for Strings, Op. 22

Soundwaves V will be accessible in the following ways:
May 6 at 7 p.m. PST – premiere on eugenesymphony.org, where it will remain available to anyone
anywhere in the world, without a password for one week, with a suggested donation of $15 per
household.
Following the public viewing period, each Soundwaves is available on-demand through a passwordprotected site for Eugene Symphony donors
and members who give at least $120 per year (or $10 per month).
What: Eugene Symphony’s Soundwaves V
When: Premiering at 7:00 p.m. PST on May 6, 2021. Available for one week after premiere.
Where: eugenesymphony.org | Prices: Free; suggested donation of $15 per household
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Program Notes by Francesco Lecce-Chong
“Hildur Guðnadóttir, a brilliant Icelandic performer and composer, won the Academy Award for her score to
2019’s Joker. With several other accolades to her name, Guðnadóttir is clearly one of the bright new faces of
contemporary film music. From the Other Place was not written specifically for a film, but it is
representative of her ethereal sounds and spontaneous music-making. Instead of traditional sheet music,
musicians are asked to create music in the moment by choosing their own path through a map of colored
dots representing notes. Instead of the chaos that one might imagine, the result is something almost
meditative.
Bernard Herrmann’s score to Psycho needs little introduction. Using only a string section, he conjured up
one of the most thrilling and iconic scores in the history of film. I feel particularly fortunate to have had the
opportunity a few years ago to conduct the complete score live with the film. Through that process, I came
to appreciate even more Herrmann’s virtuosic writing for the string section through innovative techniques
and embracing the full range of the string instruments. Our performance of the music from Psycho was
arranged by the composer and is almost twice as long as the typical “pops concert” version – so I hope
audiences will enjoy the chance to appreciate more fully the musical genius behind the film.
When I hear the traditional Shaker song, “Simple Gifts,” I immediately think of Aaron Copland’s beautiful
setting of it in his ballet Appalachian Spring. In 2009, John Williams used the same song as inspiration for
Air and Simple Gifts, composed for the first inauguration of President Barack Obama in 2009. While
Copland used the melody in a series of variations representing the adventurous American spirit of the early
pioneers, I think Williams attempts to bring a wider meaning. With fragments of the melody slowly coming
together in unity, the clash of struggle and triumph, and the understated optimism, “Simple Gifts” in
Williams’ hands becomes not a work of the past, but an aspiration for the future.
All three of these film composers found new ways to create hyper-descriptive and emotionally-charged
music using just the string section. Each of them is also very connected with the intense lyricism and
virtuosity of the 19th-century masters like Dvořák. The Serenade is one of Dvořák’s greatest achievements
and a tour de force for the players across its five moments. It’s also perhaps the brightest and happiest
work of his career.”
About Symphony Soundwaves
The centerpiece of Eugene Symphony’s pivot to online programming during the pandemic has been a series
of virtual concerts, Symphony Soundwaves. Initially featuring archived concert video from prior seasons,
the series now features new concert recordings. With government allowance to return to the Hult Center
for the Performing Arts in February 2021, Eugene Symphony and Music Director & Conductor Francesco
Lecce-Chong have been performing and recording programs of small ensembles, including all-strings
classics as well as works by living and lesser-known composers who often are not featured in traditional
orchestral works. The recordings are in high-definition video and audio and disseminated through Eugene
Symphony’s website and YouTube channel.
About Eugene Symphony
Now in its 55th season, the Eugene Symphony is a nonprofit and 83-member part-time orchestra based in
Eugene, Oregon led by Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong with a mission of enriching
lives through the power of music. While away from the concert hall since March 1, 2020, due to the COVID19 pandemic, Eugene Symphony has been offering digital content through its virtual hub at
eugenesymphony.org, including radio broadcasts, music education content, live chats with Maestro LecceChong, and musician performances. In all, these virtual engagement activities have reached more than
60,000 people in Oregon, across the country, and around the world. More at eugenesymphony.org
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