
  

 

Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony              

Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 

Vol. XLVIII, No. 7, March, 2021  Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter  

P R E L U D E  

Eugene Symphony Guild Meetings:  

      Board meeting: MARCH 10, at 10 a.m. social time, meeting time at 10:30 a.m.                 

(via ZOOM). 

      Membership meeting: MARCH 17, at 10 a.m. social time, 10:30 a.m. meeting,              

(via ZOOM).  Plus, guest artist, Gabe Reed, 1st Place scholarship winner in our Young     

Artist Competition.  Help is available to get started with the ZOOM connections, and the 

more members who learn means the more who can share and enjoy.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  Happy St. Patrick’s Day*  *  *  *  *  *   

Spring is busting out all over! There are blooms blossoming and buds bursting!     

Members have shared their little lovelies with us so please enjoy these charming    

photos of omens and good tidings…. Pages 8 & 9  in this Prelude. Ed. 

Our Fall Non-Event Was A Great Success! 

The Eugene Symphony Guild had a highly successful Fall Non-Event Fundraiser for 2020. 

Although we did not achieve our $10,000 goal, we came very close, at just over $8,000!  

Thank you to all those who donated – your financial support is critical, especially now, since 

we have not been able to get together for our usual fun Musical Chairs parties, and of course 

the favorite Music in the Garden event.  

Please see our “Virtual” Music in the Garden update in this issue. We do hope that you will 

all be as supportive as you are able, in this new and exciting venture. Remember, by         

supporting your Guild, you are ensuring the continued vitality of our fantastic Eugene     

Symphony. 

Thank you again for your support! 

Sally Robinson  
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Here we are practically in the 

third month of the year 2021. 

For me, 2020 will always be the 

year of the pandemic, wildfires, 

school closures, event closures, 

travel restrictions, masks, social 

distancing, lockdowns,             

impeachments, protests and   

holiday cancellations.  I am sure 

there are more things each of you 

could name also. It has had a huge impact on how 

our Guild accomplishes its mission and purpose; to 

raise funds for the Symphony. 

Yet, with all the obstacles and changes, there are 

some good things about 2020:  Zoom events, 

YouTube, take-outs, creativeness, resilience,     

vaccine, Dr. Fauci, healthcare workers, books/

reading, musicians, mask fashions, flowers, music, 

lazy afternoons, phone calls.  Again, each of you 

could probably add to the list. 

To add to the good things, the Guild Board has 

been working on creative ways to stay connected 

with our members and accomplish our mission. 

Although most of us are amateurs at it, our Zoom 

abilities are growing and the Board’s Zoom      

meetings are effective.  So far, we haven’t been 

able to attract as many members as we would like  

to our General Meetings on Zoom.  However, we    

understand the hesitancy of our membership and 

the fact that some do not have computers. We do 

encourage you to keep trying to attend our      

membership meetings as we are working hard to 

bring you entertaining and worthwhile meetings. 

Our Calling Committee has been actively reaching 

members and we hope that you will contact any 

Board member if you have any needs that aren’t 

being met, or even just to talk. 

We held another successful Non-Event by mail this 

fall which gave us a boost to our treasury and    

enabled us to donate another $5,000 to ESA.  

Thank you to all who participated!  

We miss our wonderful Youth Concerts and our 

pixie hats.  However, schools are starting to open 

and the Symphony is planning how to continue 

bringing music to our young students.  The Young 

Artist Competition is taking place virtually again 

this year and we hope for another record-breaking 

year for student applicants.  The Guild will again 

be donating $1,500 to the winners chosen by   

members of the Symphony. 

Right now, the Board’s full attention and energy is 

focused on a Virtual Music in the Garden.  A      

decision was made that early June would probably 

not be a time to hold in-person functions.  Yes, we 

are getting vaccinated (slowly) but the likelihood of 

the general public attending en-masse is low and 

our planning takes in-person activities. You would 

be amazed at the creativity that is growing as we 

face this new challenge of producing MIG this 

year.  We won’t need as many volunteers, but we 

will be counting on our members to continue their 

amazing support of the Guild thru donations 

(instead of selling/buying tickets).  We know you 

will be as excited as we are when you hear much 

more about this as the weeks go by.  

Hopefully by this summer things will start to     

improve and we can move back into our popular 

Musical Chairs parties.  Won’t it be fun when we 

can be in a group of people and not worry about 

the air we’re breathing!  I so miss seeing all of our 

members and hope that when we do get back     

together, we will have a big group hug!  So, let’s 

keep our positive  attitudes while we wait for that 

light at the end of the tunnel to actually reach us!   

Happy Spring! 

Carolyn Abbott 

 

P.S. It is the time in the Guild's fiscal year cycle 

where we form a Nominating Committee and put 

together a slate of officers for the next year.     

(2021-2022). 

A Committee was formed in January and we have 

met and put together some nominees. Please     

consider nominating someone for one of the elected 

positions shown on page 1 of your Roster. Please 

call me with names and someone on the           

Committee will contact them. Deadline is       

March 15. 

We will be publishing the slate of officers in the 

April Prelude. 

Carolyn  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these   

Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m., March 2, 

9, 16, 23 and 30. If you are new to the group, please 

call Nancy Holloman to be added to the email            

notification of the starting point. Walks begin in 

different places each week and are usually on level 

ground. The group is currently alternating city 

street walks with nature walks. Participants have 

been planning delightful walks in their own    

neighborhoods. 

The Guild Book Club meets via Zoom the second 

Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  Anyone who is 

interested in participating should call Sue         

Ashton.  In March, Monday the 8th, members will 

discuss Code Name Helene by Ariel Lawhon. Here 

are the remaining selections through June: 

April—Desert Flower by Waris Dirie 

May —American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins 

June — The Evening and the Morning by Ken                                    

             Follett 

Guild Groups and Activities 

The Music in the Garden Committee has been 

working steadily on plans for our 2021 Virtual  

Music in the Garden! 

They have decided to use a “Donation for Access” 

model, rather than using tickets. This means that 

the Music in the Garden video production will    

require a donation for viewing. 

Sandra Weingarten, who is heading up the video 

production team, has developed a “Scope of Work”, 

which is now being sent to a list of potential      

Videographers for our Project. Briefly, our plan is 

to feature each of our six gardens individually with 

still photography and video, using a “Celebrity 

Host” to introduce each, and having beautiful     

pre-recorded background music, to enhance the 

viewing experience. We are hoping to decide on our 

Videographer in the next few weeks, so we can 

quickly move forward deciding the details of our 

production. 

Thanks to Nancy Holloman, who as this is being 

written, has secured not one, but two Title      

Sponsors; Jerry’s Home Improvement and Lane 

Forest Products, and one Garden Sponsor (so far), 

Johnson Brothers Garden Market. We are hoping 

for many more sponsors to help us as well as      

advertisers in our “Virtual Program Booklet” such 

as businesses who may have been vendors, ticket 

outlets, or donors to our plant sale and drawing.  

Many other Music in the Garden committee     

members are working hard behind the scenes    

deciding on musicians, and making contacts for 

publicity, promotion and advertising.  We are 

working on ways to inform all Guild Members on 

how you can each help your Symphony Guild make 

this one-of-a-kind Virtual Garden Walk, the best 

and as successful as possible. 

Thank you to all the Music in the Garden         

Committee! 

Sally Robinson                                                                                                               

Co-Chair Music in the Garden Committee  

 MUSIC IN THE GARDEN 2021 UPDATE! 

Join The Fun 

Our March membership meeting will highlight the holiday of  St. 

Patrick's Day. Everyone should wear something green. There will be a 

drawing for a prize or two and we will also be entertained by the First Place 

winner of the Senior Division of the Young Artist Competition. There 

will be stories and laughs shared by all. Please attend! 

NOTE TO MEMBERS:   Judy’s phones and internet are now hooked back up in only SEVEN MONTHS!  
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Eugene Symphony Guild History: 

1996-Spring 2002 by Melva Boles 
 

The 6th Eugene Symphony conductor, Miguel 

Harth-Bedoya, opened the 1996-1997 Symphony 

Season. By 1997, the Christmas Walk was in its 

16th season.  Through the years, it became a big 

money raiser that was extremely popular in the 

community.  The first Music in the Garden    

fundraiser was held in spring of 1997.  This event 

eventually grew to be a major fundraiser.  In   

January, 1998, the Guild celebrated its 30th     

Anniversary.  In March, 1998, the Guild           

produced its 4th Spring Serenade. For the event, 

the Guild annually invited a clothing business owner to  

feature women’s clothes which were modeled by Guild  

members.  Attendees generally wore colorful spring hats 

and enjoyed a delicious luncheon and fashion show. 

 

The Children Corner education program, in its third year, 

met monthly to celebrate composers’ birthdays.  This      

program ran from January 1996-2000.  In October, 1999,    

a Tots to Ten Concert was held at the Hult Center.  In 1999, 

Concert Previews were scheduled at Wednesday noon, the 

day before the Thursday night concert.   

 

The Symphony Guild Travel Tours continued during this 

period with trips to New York and Washington, D.C;        

Savannah/Charleston Spoleto Festival; Mississippi River 

Tour 7 day cruise; and Santa Fe. 

Guild Photos at right: 

 

TOP: Spring Serenade Promo                             

MIDDLE: President Marilyn Deaton 

with Maestro Miguel Harth-Bedoya 

BOTTOM: Presidents Edna DeHaven 

and Marilyn Scherer with Doreen Kilen 

and guest artists at a Eugene Symphony 

Concert sponsored by the Guild         
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Greetings, Guild members – 

What a difference a month 

can make! When I last wrote 

you, we were on the cusp of 

recording the Symphony  
Connect string quartet      

program at Temple Beth   

Israel, we were lobbying to 

get the State of Oregon to 

modify its guidelines for    

indoor activities, and were working ahead on our 

upcoming series of chamber orchestra videos. 

I’m happy to say that we are making a great deal 

of progress on all fronts! First, the Symphony 
Connect video turned out beautifully, replete with 

personal and meaningful comments by all four 

members of the group. I do hope you had a chance 

to view it from our “Watch” page on the           

Symphony website following its premiere on    

February 11. 

Then, I’m pleased to share that the Governor’s 

newest guidance indeed allows us to return to the 

Hult Center. This is truly wonderful news, as 

even though we likely won’t be able to have      

patrons in the audience for the foreseeable future, 

we’ll have access to all of the infrastructure that 

Eugene’s performing arts hub has to offer. During 

the long months of the shutdown, the City        

invested heavily in new equipment for the Hult, 

including five high-definition cameras and a great 

deal of other technical gear that will make video 

recording and streaming so much better and   

easier.  

We recorded a program of music for string        

orchestra on February 18, led by Francesco Lecce-

Chong of course, which will premiere on      

Thursday, March 4. Watch for emails about that, 

so you can join in the excitement! The video   

comprises a delightful mix of music, including  

favorites by Mozart and Holst alongside works by 

three important and vibrant women composers, 

Grazyna Bacewicz, Augusta Read Thomas, and 

Jessie Montgomery. 

Looking out into the spring, we have more such 

programs in the works. We’re also looking     

hopefully at the summer months when             

performing outdoors becomes feasible. And in the 

midst of it all, a group of Board members,         

orchestra musicians, and fellow administrative 

staff are methodically updating the Eugene   

Symphony Association’s Long-Range Plan, so that 

we can use our most recent experiences to help 

chart a course for an even brighter future.  

Thank you as always for everything you do for 

our Eugene Symphony family! Be well and stay 

safe… 

My best, 

Scott 

Scott Freck                                                                     

Executive Director                                               

Eugene Symphony Association 

EDUCATION NEWS 

Over 40 students have been enrolled in the 

new Private Lesson Program, thanks to 

many sponsors, including the Eugene-

Springfield chapter of the NAACP. 

 

The Eugene Symphony Guild Young Artist    

Competition will take place virtually again 

this year, and applications are being          

accepted until April 1.   

 

There are many opportunities to see and 

hear Francesco, the Symphony Connect 

Quartet and other programs virtually. Please 

check the Symphony website. 

 

The Music Education Pathways/Advocacy       

Subcommittee has prepared a plan to        

advocate for more and continued music      

education in schools, and states that music 

education advocacy has a role for everyone in 

the orchestra family.  That includes us!   

 

We can be proud of the hard work of this         

committee and how it is keeping educational 

and community outreach programs working 

and growing in these challenging times. 

 

Sandra Weingarten, Education Committee 

member 
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Eugene Symphony returns to the Hult Center for third Soundwaves 

virtual concert featuring string ensemble conducted by Francesco 
The recorded performance will premiere online on Thursday, March 4 at 7 p.m. 

 

EUGENE, OR (Feb. 24, 2021)— For the third program in its Soundwaves 
series of virtual concerts, Eugene Symphony and Music Director &     
Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong returned to the Hult Center for the 
Performing Arts with a string ensemble of 24 musicians to perform a 
program that was recorded in high-definition video and audio. The    
resulting performance recording will premiere online on Thursday, 
March 4 at 7 p.m. PST. 

“Following a great deal of discussion with fellow performing arts         
organizations and the Cultural Advocacy Coalition, we were pleased that 
the State of Oregon modified its COVID-19 guidance to allow us to      
utilize the Hult Center as a recording studio,” says Executive Director 
Scott Freck. “With appropriate health and safety protocols and without 
a public audience, we felt strongly that a performing arts venue is a 
workplace where professionals go to exercise their craft just like other 
industries that have been able to operate safely through the pandemic. 

The City of Eugene has invested heavily in new state-of-the-art cameras and technical gear for the Hult Center, ena-
bling us to bring the orchestra’s artistry to the community in a whole new way.” 

The program for Soundwaves: Concerto for Strings is as follows: 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Divertimento in D Major, K.136 

Grażyna Bacewicz: Concerto for Strings                                                            
Augusta Read Thomas: Of Paradise and Light                                                
Jessie Montgomery: Strum                                                                                 
Gustav Holst: St. Paul’s Suite 
 

“I was thrilled to be able to return to Eugene and to the Hult Center to make music together again with my musician 

colleagues for the first time in a year,” says Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong. “For the occasion, I 

put together a program to showcase our brilliant string players and also to honor Eugene Symphony’s legacy as an 

orchestra that champions living and lesser-known composers. With music written across 250 years, the common 

thread among these works is an exploration of what the string section of the orchestra can offer. For accomplished 

violinists like Mozart, Bacewicz, and Montgomery, they use their own knowledge and skills to put the string players 

through incredible feats of virtuosity. The music of Holst and Thomas offers an array of timbres and playful               

relationships between the different string instruments.” 
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This Soundwaves virtual concert will be shared in the following ways: 

On Thursday, March 4 at 7 p.m. PST, it will premiere on eugenesymphony.org, where it will                
remain available to anyone anywhere in the world, without a password for one week, with a      
suggested donation of $15 per household. 

Following the public viewing period, the video will be available on-demand through a password-
protected site for Eugene Symphony donors and members who give at least $120 per year  
(or $10 per month). 

What: Soundwaves: Concerto for Strings 

When: Premiering Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. PST. Available for one week. 
Where: eugenesymphony.org 
Prices: Free; suggested donation of $15 per household 
 
Interview & Media Opportunities: High-resolution photos are available upon request. For interviews, contact  
Associate Executive Director Lindsey McCarthy at 928-231-4706 or lindsey.mccarthy@eugenesymphony.org.  

About Eugene Symphony: Now in its 55th season, the Eugene Symphony is a nonprofit and 83-member               

part-time orchestra based in Eugene, Oregon led by Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong with a  

mission of enriching lives through the power of music. While away from the concert hall since March 1, 2020, due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, Eugene Symphony has been offering digital content through its virtual hub at                  

eugenesymphony.org, including radio broadcasts, music education content, live chats with Maestro Lecce-Chong, 

and musician performances. In all, these virtual engagement activities have reached more than 60,000 people in 

Oregon, across the country, and around the world. More at eugenesymphony.org 

 

Eugene Symphony returns to the Hult Ceter for the Performing Arts to record its third Soundwaves virtual       

concert. Rehearsal, February 17, 2021 above.  Credit: Eugene Symphony/Amanda Smith 

mailto:lindsey.mccarthy@eugenesymphony.org
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SANDRA  WEINGARTEN ‘S 

SPRING BLOOMS… 

Top right: Hellebore                                  

At left: Primrose                                        

At bottom right: Snowdrops 

Lately, there has been an abundance of lights     

decorating our street,                                     

wrapped around trees,                                           

flying off roofs,                                                               

glittering out our window,                                      

illuminating the path to the mailbox in the fog. 

It has been dark and gloomy this past year.        

People who have lived here forever say                

this is the worst year ever.                                  

Some secretly bite their nails.                              

Everyone talks about the news,                            

especially the story about the man         

 

who was bitten by a fox in his garage,                  

not once, but twice.                                         

Smashed it with his cell phone and got rabies     

anyway. 

It’s a dangerous world we live in.                          

The window washers that usually work in Spring                  

were in the neighborhood yesterday,                   

taking down the lights,                                      

throwing us back into the dark,                           

forcing us to use flashlights or stay inside. 

We are hoping for Spring.  

By Karalyn Walker Sprung 

“Hoping for Spring” poem  [with photos of spring bud blooms 



9 

 

Hi Judy, here are some photos        

for you: 

1. Top left: Hellebore 

2. Middle: Red Twig dogwood 

3. Corner right: Andromeda 

Stay well, 

Sally 

Carolyn Abbott found her rainbows and 

some budding flowers this spring in her               

neighborhood. She managed to find an    

almost double rainbow (above) so this bodes 

good fortune for her!  

She wrote: “Singing in the rain with a     

rainbow above and sun on the house.”  
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference. Current and past 

issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,  https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/

newsletter    Editor: Judy England 

MARCH 

“Music was one of the main reasons 

Tony was able to keep Alzheimer’s 

at bay for so long…”                            

Mrs. Tony Bennett on “60 Minutes” 

         As I look back at this past year of COVID 

chaos and the fear faced by whole populations I 

feel an odd sense of care, hope and pride. 

     As a nation we have united in massive numbers 

to help each other heal and find solutions to     

problems unforeseen just a year ago. We have 

since righted the direction of our country and 

brought civil insanity carefully back to a saner  

balance. We can be a divided nation at times and 

this was made all too clear this last January, but 

we “righted the ship” of Whitman once again, this 

time without a war, and a slow progress            

continues.  

     As the earth screams for healing with loud    

forest fires and snow storms, we now heed her. 

Plus, we continue to work on our living together as 

one tribe... well, some day. 

     The most challenging side effect of this unusual 

year for our Guild is actually caused more by our 

separation from each other instead of our coming 

together. COVID has divided us in new and even 

frightening ways. We are kept from each other to 

keep us from sharing… and we help each other 

more by keeping our distance. The dynamic of this 

bizarre situation is to continue in our normal lives 

a while longer, while at the same time we find new 

positive spurts of hope and  use our imagination to 

discover ways to survive this situation. It is    

frankly impressive to find the care, the creativity, 

the imagination and the unity of these new Guild 

efforts.  

     Each person who individually self-controls their   

actions right down to hand motions has shown an    

ability to both self-care and care for another who is 

often a stranger. This experience uniquely stands 

alone; we see just how unusual our journey        

separately yet together truly is, as a Guild and as 

a whole nation.   

     Looking back I am in awe. May we heal quickly, 

grow in new and healthier ways, and listen to   

music together, again. Miracles happen here… Ed. 

LOOKING BACK IS LOOKING FORWARD 


