
  

 

Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony Association 

through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 
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P R E L U D E  

May Guild Events 

The Board meeting is Wednesday, May 8 at the Westminster Presbyterian Church, from 1 

p.m. to 3 p.m. The General Membership meeting will be May 15 at the Masonic Lodge, 2777 

Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., Eugene. 10:15 a.m. social, 10:30 a.m. meeting begins. Our 

guest speaker will be Francesco Lecce-Chong who will speak about the upcoming 2019-2020 

Symphony season. There is much to be enthused about with innovative music combined 

with great classic pieces.   

The Eugene Symphony Young Artist Competition was held on Sunday, April 14, with twenty aspiring 

young musicians competing. The quality of musicianship was high, and it was both encouraging and 

heartwarming to see this next generation of musicians. The Senior Division winners (age 19-24) were: 

1st Place, Michelle Sulaiman, piano;  2nd Place, Thomas Janssen, euphonium; Honorable Mention, 

Miya Saito-Beckman, violin. The winners in the Junior  Division (age 14-18) were: 1st Place, Ian 

Song, violin;  2nd Place, Aolin Zhang, bassoon, Honorable Mention, Caleb Hutchings, bassoon. It was 

a delight to see and hear these  musicians and to know that our Symphony Guild is helping to support 

their education. 

L-R Top Left: Suzanne Shapiro, Mike Curtis, Francesco Lecce-Chong, Senior Division 1st Place Winner 

Michelle Sulaiman, piano, Alice Blankenship, Jonathan Kuhns-Obana. Top Right: Suzanne Shapiro, 

Mike Curtis, Francesco Lecce-Chong, 2nd Place Winner, Thomas Janssen, euphonium; Alice          

Blankenship, Jonathan Kuhns-Obana. 

L-R Bottom Left: Suzanne Shapiro, Kristen Halay, Junior Division 1st Place Winner, Ian Song, violin, 

Steve Vacchi, Francesco Lecce-Chong, Tyler Abbott. Bottom Right: Suzanne Shapiro, Kristen Halay, 

Steve Vacchi, 2nd Place Winner Aolin Zhang, bassoon, Francesco Lecce-Chong, Tyler Abbott. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

May 18—Lunch and Fashion Show in the Atrium at Willamette Oaks 

Enjoy a fresh lunch buffet of soup, salad and dessert while watching models from the Guild 

and the Willamette Oaks show thelatest fashions from our local Chico’s establishment.        

Receive 10% of clothes you buy (or the store discount if appropriate). Listen to live music and 

socialize with friends. 

11:30 a.m. Social, 12:00 p.m. Lunch, 1:00 p.m. Fashion Show. 

$30.00 Contact Carolyn Abbott for reservations and more          

information. 

Friends, 

The Symphony Guild is in 

motion preparing for Musical 

Chairs Parties and our big 

fundraiser, Music in the 

Garden. The gardens         

selected for the tour this 

year are beautiful even in the rain in April. 

We need all hands on deck for this event so 

please help out. The May Musical Chairs    

Party is a Fashion Show by Chico’s and lunch 

and music at Willamette Oaks – don’t miss it. 

The June party is a Murder Mystery dinner at 

the Very Little Theatre which people are     

dying to attend. Every one of the parties from 

now to the end of summer is informative,    

entertaining and fun. Attend as many as you 

can to help support the Symphony Guild and 

talk about them with friends and neighbors. 

Don’t miss the May membership meeting on 

Wednesday, May 15, at the Masonic Lodge. 

Francesco Lecce-Chong will talk about the 

2019/2020 season and it will be exciting to get 

his input on the offerings. We may also be 

talking about a new meeting venue next year 

that will be cost and work saving for us. This 

will be the last membership meeting of the 

season so please do not miss it. If you need a 

ride please contact me or Nancy Holloman 

and we will try to pair you up with a member 

who can give you a ride.  

On June 12 there will be a joint meeting of the 

outgoing and incoming boards at Westminster 

Presbyterian Church at 1:00 pm. On Tuesday, 

June 18 we will hold our annual luncheon and 

installation of officers at the Country Inn in 

Coburg. This is a great time to dress up and 

socialize. The food is delicious and there will 

be music provided by Young Artist            

Competition winner(s) from this or past years.  

If you are attending the Verdi REQUIEM on 

May 9 look for Guild members in the 130 voice 

chorus. Sandra Weingarten and I will be 

found in the soprano section on stage right 

(Sandra up front and me about four rows 

back). The Symphony Guild is sponsoring the        

soloists in this concert. This will be a thrilling 

performance especially the brass lead in to the 

Tuba mirum which is spine tingling. This is 

also the concert, the last of the season series, 

when we place chocolates and thank you cards 

on the chairs of each of the orchestra          

musicians at the dress rehearsal. We want 

them to know how much we appreciate their 

talents and hard work. 

I want to thank all the board members and 

committee chairs for their exhaustive work 

this year. You have all done excellent jobs to 

keep the Guild running and financially stable 

and I want you to know that I appreciate each 

and every one of you.  

— Suzanne 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiH6KiNqIHbAhUow1QKHaW2BFQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Farmelection.info%2Fbef%2Fdeakin-song.htm&psig=AOvVaw1UBpIPqSwKuUwYbEyqGoJJ&ust=1526253648155085
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SOCIAL NOTES 

Armchair Travelers usually held at Bonnie 

Fromhold’s home will be continued in the 

Fall. Notices for the September gatherings 

will be in the September Prelude. 

Book Notes will meet on the second Monday 

of the month, May 13, at 7:00 p.m., “Where 
the Crawdads Sing”, by Delia Owens at      

Carolyn Abbott’s home. Contact Carolyn to let 

her know you will be attending. Books 

planned for the summer will be listed in the 

June Prelude. 

The Second Friday Guild Bridge group will 

meet on Friday, May 10, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

at the home of Bonnie Fromhold. Please call 

Bonnie to reserve your place. 

Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these 

Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m., May 

7, 14, 21 and 28. If you are new to the group, 

please call Nancy Holloman to be added to the 

email notification of the starting point. Walks 

begin in different places each week and are 

usually on level ground.  

Bar Hopping enthusiasts will gather at 4:30 

p.m. on Thursday, May 16, at Steelhead 

Brewery at 199 E. 5th Ave (corner of 5th and 

Pearl). Note that this is the third Thursday of 

the month instead of the usual second    

Thursday in May since May 9 is a Symphony 

night. Parking is located both behind the 

Steelhead as well as across the street on 5th.  

Please join us as we explore new venues and 

enjoy this special monthly social time with 

one another. Our group is growing! Hope to 

see you there!  

 

Garden on right: the 

Jean Kingrey Garden, 

one of the beautiful 

M.I.G. tour spots, 

lovely even on a rainy 

day. 

 

 

 

Music in the Garden 

committee toured the 

homes: (L-R)  Sandy 

H., Sue A., Corky H., 

Betsy P., Ginger F., 

Priscilla R., Sylvia K., 

Suzanne S., Juliet B., 

Carolyn A., and    

Bonnie F. 

Welcome All Guild Members! 

 

 

Music in the Garden full committee meeting 

will meet on May 21st, at the Flintridge      

Village Clubhouse 2307 Ridgeway Drive at 

2:00 p.m. 

Mother’s Day promo at Grays Garden Center 

for Music in the Garden tours, Saturday,    

May 11. 

 

 

 

Posters will be handed 

to members at the May 15th general meeting. 

Full M.I.G. committee meeting at Betsy’s  

clubhouse, Thursday, May 30, sign pick up 

and full committee meeting at Betsy’s,     

starting at 5:30 p.m. 

BANDING  TOGETHER 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq3Z_svtvaAhVJx1QKHZbrChAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scheldapen.be%2F%3Faction%3Dagenda%26day%3D27%26month%3D04%26year%3D2012&psig=AOvVaw1GhOGSVs6fQVrPPjyyb7c4&ust=1524953
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Dear Members:   

Have you noticed the Guild Mission 
Statement that is printed right under the 
heading of the Prelude?  Take a look at it 
in each issue so that you will be reminded 
of what the Eugene Symphony Guild is 
all about.   

Our three channels of giving to the      
Eugene Symphony are Financial,       
Community Education and Service. In our 
51 years of  existence we have given     
approximately $1,500,000; we have    
sponsored the Concert Preview and we 
have given countless hours of service in 
the office. Also, this will be our third year 
of  sponsoring the Young Artist         
Competition where we give regional 
young musicians a chance to win      
scholarships for their continuing          
education. We can all be proud of how we 
have kept up our mission over the last 
half century.   

This journey has not always been a 
straight line, in that each year we face 
different obstacles that make our       
commitments challenging to keep. There 
are some years when we cannot           
contribute as much financial support as 
we would like, and some where we 
achieve better fundraising results and 
can  contribute more. For many years the 
Guild has made a Pledge to the         
Symphony Association that we will con-
tribute $25,000 in a fiscal year. (July – 
June). We are always happy to be able to 
present a check in this amount, or more, 
to the Association at our Annual Meeting 
in June. 

Although a small percentage of the      
Association budget, this is a critical 
amount of money for the Symphony which 
goes into their General Fund to be used 
in paying the usual expenses of running a 
business. The $25,000  contribution      
entitles the Guild to be listed as a     
Platinum donor in the Program Book, to 
be identified as a sponsor of one of the 

concerts or soloists, and to be gifted with 
a page of advertisement in the Program 
Magazine. Of course, there are other  
benefits the Guild receives in the form of 
recognition, discounted tickets, and three 
seats on the Association Board.   

Again, Guild members should be proud of 
their collective efforts in keeping this 
Pledge for so many years. This year,  
however, one of our obstacles is a lack of 
sufficient womanpower to fill critical    
positions that drive our fundraising      
activities. We have no Chairwomen for 
either Musical Chairs or Music in the 
Garden. However, we are going forward 
with these critical events using our      
Executive Committee (elected officers) as 
co-chairs. Hopefully, our outcomes will be 
as successful as in years past. 

One of the ways that you can help us 
meet our pledge even if you cannot help 
with leadership positions or chairing 
committees, is to increase your giving 
when you pay your dues or even to write 
a check to the Eugene Symphony Guild 
when paying your monthly bills. We    
seldom solicit donations, but they are tax 
deductible, will ultimately go to the   
Symphony and are a good way for you to 
be part of the success that we’ve always 
been.   

Thank you, members, for your part in 
making and keeping the Eugene        
Symphony Guild the largest arts support 
group in Eugene. 

Carolyn Abbott, Past President 

Suzanne Shapiro, President                
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Nominating Committee Report to 

Members as of April, 2019 

by Carolyn Abbott 

The current recommended slate of elective  

Executive Committee positions for the fiscal 

year, 7/1/2019 to 6/30/2020 is as follows: 

President:                           Suzanne Shapiro  

Secretary:                           Sylvia Kaufman 

(Co-Secretary with another member TBD)

Treasurer:                           Corky Hughes   

Executive V.P:.                    Juliet Bender  

V.P. Fundraising:                Ginger Fifield 

V.P. Promotion:                       TBD              

V.P. Social & Education:         TBD            

Past President:                     Carolyn Abbott

(not elected but on Executive Committee) 

As you can see, we do have two Vice         

President positions unfilled at this time with 

the need also for a Co-Secretary (meaning 

sharing of duties). Please consider stepping 

up to fill one of these open positions for the 

good of the Guild. We will be considering 

nominees until May 18, one month before the 

election and installation of officers at the   

Annual Meeting on June 18. 

Although these elective positions may look  

intimidating, we have such a strong group of 

present and past officers who will support 

you in every way, you will not feel out on a 

limb. We have notebooks and guidelines for 

each position and the best part of it is, you 

will have fun doing it! You do not need to 

have a background of the specific position, 

just enthusiasm and willingness to 

learn. Most of the past and current officers 

have just jumped in at some point and    

started learning their positions and           

contributing their innate talents. It's a     

wonderful way to make new friends and     

influence the policies of the Guild. Please call 

Carolyn Abbott, 541-485-3143, if you have 

ANY questions, concerns, or interest in the 

open positions.   

Any nominees for the open positions will be 

published by e/mail to the membership at 

least two weeks before the Annual Meeting. 

(Those without computers will receive the  

information by regular mail). 

 



Six 

 

May Concert Preview 
At last the long-awaited appearance of the Eugene 

Symphony Chorus in one of the most famous    

choral works of all time! And who better to tell us 

about this masterpiece than Eugene Symphony’s 

Conductor Laureate Marin Alsop, taken from an 

interview that aired on National Public Radio in 

June 2011: 

“Giuseppe Verdi's Requiem is a conductor's dream 

come true. Few pieces in the repertoire offer the 

drama of opera and the thrill of wonderful       

symphonic writing combined with stellar,          

virtuosic solo moments. But Verdi's Requiem does 

all that and more. 

 

We usually think of requiems and religion in the 

same context, but this is a mass written by an  

agnostic in memory of a dear friend and public 

hero. When poet and novelist Alessandro Manzoni 

died on May 22, 1873, Verdi was too grief-stricken 

to attend his funeral, and the entire country 

mourned the loss of one of its leading cultural 

icons.Verdi went to the mayor of Milan and      

proposed composing a memorial in the form of a 

requiem, to honor the memory of Manzoni. The 

mayor agreed immediately and Verdi’s             

Requiem was performed on the first anniversary 

of Manzoni's death, in a church that prohibited     

applause. That must have been a strange          

reception to such a mammoth new work. 

 

The progression of the piece tells the ultimate  

dramatic story, from profound loss in the subdued 

key of A minor at the start to sheer terror at what 

lies ahead on judgment day in the Dies 
Irae section. This is the dominant movement of 

the piece: it splits off in different directions, but 

always returns to the crushing hammer blows of 

the bass drum and orchestra blaring full tilt. Even 

though I know it's coming up, the return of 

the Dies Irae always takes my breath away.     

Terror indeed, with no escape. 

As an opera composer, Verdi was always conscious 

of dramatic effect. He calls for four additional 

trumpets, stationed antiphonally in the hall,       

to evoke our archetypal images of the call into the 

next world. Those trumpet fanfares are a stroke of 

pure genius, and I long to conduct the piece one 

day with 20 trumpets situated throughout the 

concert hall. 

Verdi's writing for the four vocal soloists is        

incredibly impressive: varied, challenging,        

virtuosic and personal, all at the same time. He 

wrote these solos for singers he knew — a soprano 

with a fabulous high C and a mezzo with gorgeous 

legato. This personal touch is something we feel 

inherently during these solos. 

There are so many transcendent moments: the 

Lacrymosa that palpably weeps; the uplifting Lux 
Aeterna, scored angelically for three flutes; and 

the Libera Me. The text reads, "Save me, Lord, 

from eternal death," and the music brings the   

return of the Dies Irae terror and then ultimate 

resignation as the words die out into uncertainty 

about what lies ahead. 

 

Verdi's dramatic gifts are on full display in this 

work. His vibrant questioning and self-confidence 

throughout the piece result in true magic. 

I've always had my heart set Brahms' Requiem for 

my memorial someday, but I may have to rethink 

my plan…” 

—Conductor Marin Alsop, from Sandra 

Weingarten. 

 

Please join Music Director and Conductor       

Francesco Lecce-Chong for the concert preview at 

6:30 p.m. in the Studio for an informative preview 

sponsored by the Guild. 

STAY TUNED  - Symphony Notes for the Summer 

Our 2018-2019 Symphony season ends with the May 9 concert. However, Symfest featuring Francesco 

Lecce-Chong, Music Director and Conductor; Halie Loren, vocalist; Tony Glausi, trumpet; Ballet        

Fantastique; and the Eugene/Springfield Youth Orchestra is happening on June 1 at 5:00 p.m.  Please 

check the Eugene Symphony website for more information. Plus the special treat of the free Concert in 

the Park in July. See you at the Hult on September 26 for the Symphony ’s 2019-2020 season’s opening 

concert of Tchaikovsky’s Fifth Symphony! — Melva Boles 

http://www.npr.org/artists/16927552/giuseppe-verdi
http://www.npr.org/artists/15033230/johannes-brahms
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Greetings, Guild members, 

I hope you and yours 

(including any budding plants 

in your garden) are well,       

following our historically wet 

April. As a nearly-native      

Oregonian, I like the rain….to a point. Even I 

was ready for it to stop, but now I just hope 

that I can mow my lawn soon without needing 

a scythe. 

May brings us the end of our Symphonic     

series of Thursday night concerts, which is 

capped this year by Giuseppe Verdi’s towering 

Requiem. For me, it is the one by which all 

other Requiems are measured, and it has been 

a staple of orchestra concert halls ever since 

its premiere in 1874. Music Director &      

Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong, who      

visited with none other than Riccardo Muti at 

the Chicago Symphony earlier this year to 

study it, describes it this way: “It is a     

daunting task to undertake for the orchestra, 

chorus, and conductor. Perhaps what makes 

this work so challenging is the way it blurs 

the line between sacred and dramatic,     

heavenly beauty and earthly virtuosity. But 

those are the contradictions that have made 

this piece one of the most enduring musical 

testaments. I can’t wait.” 

 

So please join Francesco, the Eugene        

Symphony Chorus (led as ever by the           

indomitable Dr. Sharon J. Paul) on Thursday, 

May 9 to hear this monumental masterpiece!  

 

Then, our 53rd concert season comes to a close 

on Saturday, June 1, in our third installment 

of the popular SymFest event. I say ‘event’  

rather than ‘concert’ because it is so much 

more than that…equal parts community     

celebration, craft beverage tasting, and party, 

it is quite literally the best entertainment  

value you can find in Eugene (in my obviously 

biased but otherwise humble opinion). It all  

 

begins at 5 p.m. with food trucks, samplings of 

Eugene’s best beer and wine, and a showcase 

of local bands. Then comes the centerpiece, a 

Eugene Symphony concert that highlights 

some of our greatest regional talent, including 

new choreography from Ballet Fantastique, 

vocals by Halie Loren, jazz trumpeter Tony 

Glausi, and several student groups including 

members of the Eugene-Springfield Youth 

Symphony and The Dorians, the notable jazz 

choir from South Eugene High School. Then, 

after the show, there’s a relaxing jazz lounge 

in the Soreng Theater or dancing to a DJ in 

the main lobby. You’ll have to search pretty 

far and wide to find more fun packed into one 

evening. Please tell your friends, and come out 

to celebrate all that is great about our area 

with us! 

 

As always, thank you for all that you do for 

the Guild and for the Eugene Symphony. Be 

well! 

My best, 

Scott 

 

 

To the members of the Eugene Symphony 

Guild,  

Thank you so much for your generous support 

of the 2019 Gala through your sponsorship of a 

table. As a member of the Eugene Symphony 

Board and the Gala Committee, I am grateful 

for the support and collaboration from the 

Guild. Your support and advocacy is so            

important as we work to enrich lives in our  

community with the power of music. 

I look forward to getting to know your members 

and work alongside you supporting the Eugene 

Symphony! 

Ashlee Cribb,  
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Monthly Meeting Refreshment Roster :                                                                                  
May:   Pat Ross, Sandy Harland,            

 Bonnie Fromhold 

Many thanks to those who bring a plate of  

goodies (fruit, crackers and cheese, cookies) to 

share. Any questions contact Ada Weeks. 

The “Brunch Brass” for the Guild meetings are 
the people who come early or stay late to pitch 
in and help with the various hostess tasks, 
share the simple chores, and have a few laughs! 
Dry some dishes, cover the tables, set out some 
plates, and visit with friends or make new ones. 
Bravo to you all! 

BREAKFAST CHIMES 

“Queen Edna!” a photo from Sandra 

Weingarten at February meeting.  

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future       
reference. Current and past issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website, 
https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/newsletter  

“After silence, that which comes nearest to     

expressing the inexpressible is music.”               

― Aldous Huxley 

  MAY 


