
  

P R E L U D E  
Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony              

Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 

Vol. XLVI, No. 5, January, 2020  Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter  

January Events, Places and Times 

The January ESA Board meeting on Wednesday, January, 8, 2 p.m.to 4 p.m., at Quail Run Clubhouse, 

435 Covey Lane.  

There will be a General Membership meeting, January 15, 10 a.m. social time, meeting at 10:30 a.m.  

at Elmer’s Restaurant in Eugene, at Valley River Center, formerly McGrath’s.  Be sure to join us and 

stay for a great lunch with friends and perhaps make new ones. 

See back page for the flyer to use for the Cornucopia fundraiser on January 28! 

We turn the calendar page to 2020, the     

symbol of perfect vision, the symbol of       

wisdom and clarity. Twenty-twenty news is 

informative and balanced. Well, here we go  

into a whole year of 20-20 everything!  

I am not a nimble, quick-witted intellectual 

filled with data and facts, and a bit klutzy 

with spelling and vocabulary, but, I can be 

brave. Be Editor of the newsletter? Sure! I’m 

in; so 20-20 brainy I am not. But I am brave 

and learned I can make a difference. 

I decided to take this year as a personal  

challenge; 20-20 vision in this intense        

political air and the stresses of our            

community with homeless and families  

struggling. This year our local McKenzie 

Bridge Xmas dinner for everyone is as big as 

ever. The donations are coming in for enough 

food to feed the local National Guard. It 

shows good is very much thriving. Still, it 

could not be done without volunteers. Period. 

To me, it is worth taking the challenge of the 

20-20 symbol seriously for reason, balance, 

fairness, generosity and decency, all things 

valued in this world. But somehow it seems 

we need to be a little braver this year. I   

married a man who never before much      

volunteered, but now he is setting time aside 

for running errands for a local group, works 

on the Fire Board and does not wince when 

asked to do a local favor. It feels good to    

volunteer and his smile proves it. He got 

brave. 

We in the Eugene Symphony Guild are brave 

volunteers and have been for over 50 years. 

We sign up, line up, step up and pitch in. It is 

more than what we do, it is part of who we 

are. Kindness and generosity are not part of 

the membership requirements, they are       

already there and the Eugene Symphony is 

grateful for it. 

This year of 2020 just might call my bluff but 

I really do want to see clearly, be open   

minded and think with generosity and      

purpose. I am very proud of my pitching in 

when a tent rises, and now I know I can 

make a difference. But, more is needed.       

Volunteer me. I’m in. Anyone else?            

Happy New Year. Ed. 

THE 2020 CALL TO VOLUNTEERS 



2 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Friends, 

Happy New Year to everyone. 

It is that time of year when we 

have to train ourselves to put 

the correct year on documents 

we sign. It is also the start of a 

new decade. The darkest days 

of the season will start fading away as the earth 

turns so that the northern hemisphere gets more 

sunlight. Hooray! This is the time for new projects 

including what to plant in the garden this spring. I 

always start perusing seed catalogues in January 

although I end up purchasing baby plants from 

garden centers in May and June. 

I hope your holidays were as wonderful as you 

hoped they would be. Mine were quiet allowing for 

time to get things done around the house – inside 

and out - and visit friends. Since my husband and 

I bought an Instant Pot during Thanksgiving sales 

we have been trying out all sorts of recipes since 

then. 

Our Australian Shepherd spends much of her time 

barking at squirrels and deer from the bedroom 

deck. This morning she surprised a chipmunk or 

Douglas Squirrel on the front porch after her run. 

She must have been sitting quietly by the door 

when the critter ran under the flower pot stands 

on its way to the railing and gutter to the bedroom 

deck where bird feeders tempt. The dog was on the 

case immediately, but the critter ran down and 

under the stairs before she could get near it. When 

she has enough frustration at not catching any 

critters by midday she attacks her toys in the    

living room and races around the house sending 

the bedspread into mountain ranges and her     

bolster bed from one end of the bedroom to the   

other.  

I love my animals so much that after my           

Rottweiler mix died I planned to write a book with 

the following chapters: the Bear and the squirrel, 

the Bear and the coyotes, the Bear the iron and 

the lamp. All were funny escapades in his life. 

Then there was the adventure of our Bullmastiff, 

Nui, and the raccoon. And of course, chapters 

about several of my dogs and cats and the skunks 

(but those are not so funny). I mourn the pets I 

have lost, but celebrate their lives with us as I  

daily celebrate my time with Nellie. 

I encourage many of you to attend the membership 

meetings at Elmer’s Restaurant on the third 

Wednesday morning of each month through May. 

The atmosphere and coffee are great and it is a 

fantastic time to meet with friends and find out 

the latest in Guild news. Elmer’s has been so good 

to the Guild giving us a free meeting space and 

treating us like royalty through lunch for those 

who stay. I had hoped with a close in location there 

would be more members attending, but it still 

seems to be 25 – 30 ladies – the same number as at 

the Masonic Lodge. I am aware that several    

members work on weekdays and if that number 

increases we should consider in future years    

moving meetings to a time when all of us are  

available. I will entertain discussions about this. 

Make this a New Year’s resolution to attend the 

January Guild membership meeting. I hope to see 

many of you there.    

Suzanne 

Monday, January 20  (MLK Day) –  Symphony Happy Hour First National Tap House –                   

***  51 W. Broadway – 5:00 - 6:30 p.m., Enjoy a beverage, socialize, play Symphony Bingo 

Tuesday, January 21  –  Violin Master Class, at The Studio, Hult Center – 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.,          

Elina Vahala, Violinist.                                                                                 

Wednesday, January 22 –  Symphony Yoga  - 8  - 9 a. m.                                                                                         

Wild Light Yoga Center – 820 Charnelton Avenue.  Stretch and relax to music by Brahms and    

Sebelius with yoga instructor and French horn player Lydia Van Dreel. 

Thursday, January 23  – Symphony Night  Guild Concert Preview - The Studio – 6:30 - 7:00  p.m. ,  

join Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong,  introducing Elina Vahala, guest violinist, followed by       

Symphony performance – Silva Hall - 7:30 p.m. 

ESA CONCERT WEEK ACTIVITIES—JANUARY!!! 
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SOCIAL NOTES and NEWS 
 

Armchair Travelers  will meet at 5:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at Cornucopia located 

at 207 E. Fifth Avenue. Let’s “Spin Around the 

World” by each bringing a small memo from our 

travels to share. Feel free to ask friends and mates 

to join us. Remember that this is Eugene         

Symphony Guild Day at the restaurant as         

Cornucopia will be giving 20% off purchases to the 

Guild.                                                                                 

 

Book Note’s selection for Monday, January 13, is 

Rules of Civility by Amos Towles. Sharon Smith 

will host. New people are invited; just call       

Sharron if you are interested. Book Notes starts   

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Nancy Holloman will host the Second Friday Guild 

Bridge group on Friday, January 10, from 1:00-

4:00 p.m. 

The Social Hour is scheduled for Thursday, Janu-

ary 9, at 4:30 p.m. at the Marche Bar located at 

296 E. 5th Avenue. Hope to see you there! 

Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these    

Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m.: January 

7, 14, 21 and 28.  If you are new to the group, 

please call Nancy Holloman to be added to the 

email notification of the starting point. Walks 

begin in different places each week and are usually 

on level ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 28, 2020, the restaurant Cornucopia 

will have the Eugene Symphony Guild Day, giving  

20% from your purchase to the Guild when you 

mention us. With their third restaurant opening in     

Springfield soon, this is a wonderful benefit.      

Remember to mention the Guild when you go there 

for this benefit on this day. The Flyer is on the 

back page of this Prelude. Please print it and take 

it to the restaurant on the 28th to help the Guild. 

Addresses of all three restaurants are on the flyer.    

 

There are opportunities for  members to help the 
Guild by representing the Guild at lobby tables at 
three to four concerts this season. This is a great 
opportunity to talk up the Guild to patrons who 
stop by, and promote membership to those         

LET'S STAY IN TOUCH 

If you know of a Guild member who is sick, having 

surgery, or just needs some cheer, please let     

Sylvia Kaufman know so she can send a card or 

make a call.   

NOT GETTING THE PRELUDE? 

Any member who is not receiving the Prelude 

or has difficulty reading the copy they receive 

(such as on the phone) please contact Judy 

England to request a printed copy to be mailed. 

If you have requested one before and still have 

not received a printed copy Judy is SORRY and 

wants to fix the problem.  

Please note: Judy England’s new e-mail          

address: judyengland22@gmail.com. 

OUR GOAL 

REACHED!! 

Our Fall Fundraiser 

Non-Event 

has reached our goal 

passing the $7,000 

And at press time is 

still growing….. 
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    JANUARY CONCERT PREVIEWS 

Our opening number is Sinfonia (for Orbiting Spheres)  
written in 2014 by American composer Missy Mazzolli 

(b. 1980). Mazzolli is inspired by the planets of our so-

lar system and their harmonic orbits. Listen for the 

sound of eight harmonicas played by wind and brass 

musicians, instead of their usual instruments for brief 

moments. Francesco says that “Mazzoli creates rich, 

unique, modern, but ultimately comforting harmonies 

that can be classified as Romanticism in the 21st    

century.” 

 

Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) is one of the most important 

symphonists of the early 20th century. Born into a 

Swedish-speaking family, Sibelius went to Helsinki to 

study law, but soon abandoned this in favor of          

full-time music. He was quickly accepted by the     

Finnish Cultural establishment, in part because he 

initially wrote many symphonic tone poems based on 

Nordic Mythology. After his Symphony No. 1 was   

composed in 1899, he began to achieve international 

recognition. His Violin Concerto in D Minor was    

written in 1903 and revised in 1905. It was fiendishly 

difficult for violinists to play; but revision contributed 

to improved playability – although the revised version 

still requires a high level of technical facility on the 

part of the soloist. Beautiful melodies that evoke     

nature, a dance-like second theme and a warlike    

closing theme are all thrilling and moving. Our       

program notes suggest that Sibelius, a very good     

violinist himself, gave it everything he had. The      

violinist for the evening is Elina Vähälä, who was born 

in the U.S. and raised in Finland. A Chicago Tribune 

review indicates that she is a “gifted musician with 

brilliant technique.”  

 

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) is a towering figure in 

19th-century music, perhaps the last great composer of 

the Classical Tradition. He was born into a poor     

family and around the age of 13 made extra income by 

playing in bars and houses of ill repute. He attempted 

to make a career as a pianist, and while touring with a 

violinist in 1853, he met three of the most important 

acquaintances of his life: the violinist Joseph Joachim, 

the composer Robert Schumann, and Robert’s wife 

Clara, herself a renowned pianist. Schumann,          

impressed by Brahms’s compositions, heralded him as 

Beethoven’s heir. This gave Brahms’s career a boost, 

but also heaped expectation upon him. Brahms        

declared that it took him 21 years to write his first 

symphony (1855-1876). The 2nd, which we will hear, 

was composed one year later in the summer of 1877. 

The cheery and almost pastoral mood of the symphony 

often invites comparisons with Beethoven’s Sixth  

Symphony but, perhaps mischievously, Brahms wrote 

to his publisher on November 22, 1877, that the     

symphony "is so melancholy that you will not be able 

to bear it. I have never written anything so sad.” Yet, 

our program notes assure us that Brahms is never just 

one thing. Moods flicker and shift from moment to   

moment, and just when feelings well up to the very 

brim of spilling over, restraint prevails. 

 

Don’t forget to join Francesco and guest artist Elina 

Vahala in The Studio for a 6:30 concert preview on the 

evening of the concert, January 23. 

STAY TUNED  

On February 13 we welcome back Jeffrey Kahane, who will be playing and conducting Beethoven  

Piano Concerto No.1.  Also on the program will be Schumann Symphony No. 4, and Rossini Overture 
to Semiramide. 

MUSICIAN OF THE MONTH 

Our Musician of the Month for January is Alice 

Blankenship, violinist with the Eugene Symphony 

and Oregon Bach Festival and Concertmaster of the 

Oregon Mozart Players. As a baroque violinist, Alice 

also performs statewide with period instrument     

ensembles. 

She has performed extensively as a soloist and in 

chamber music, and has been a violin instructor at 

the University of Oregon and other schools and  

maintains a private studio at home. 
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Greetings, Guild members,   

Happy New Year! I hope 

you and your loved ones 

had a warm and wonderful 

holiday season together.. 

 

I was thrilled to return 

from my sabbatical in early December, and 

am glad to be back amongst our Symphony 

family after six weeks away. I feel rested and         

energized, and also gained new tools for     

strategically managing the organization      

toward its bright future. I also heard some 

truly phenomenal music in other places –    

including one of the most memorable concerts 

of my life in an unlikely location: a              

performance by a German piano trio in a 

small church in Brookings, Oregon. It was 

nothing short of astonishing… 

 

I am grateful to our Board of Directors for     

offering me this opportunity, and to my       

colleagues on our administrative team who 

worked so admirably while I was away, most 

especially Lindsey McCarthy who stepped up 

as Acting Executive Director. Thank you!! 

 

As 2020 begins, I am looking forward to       

several upcoming and important events for 

the orchestra. First, we will hear a wonderful      

program full of contrast and consonance on 

January 23. Missy Mazzoli is one of the      

hottest composers of our time, and Francesco’s 

pairing of Sibelius’s Violin Concerto with 

Brahms’s Second Symphony is nothing short 

of magical. 

 

Then, looking ahead to February 29, we have 

a fantastic double-bill on Leap Day, when we 

welcome Broadway superstar (and Tony and 

Grammy-winner) Leslie Odom Jr. for a      

concert, followed immediately by our annual 

Gala fundraiser. It promises to be THE most 

memorable night of the year, and we are       

delighted that Francesco’s schedule changed 

to allow him to conduct and join us at the  

party. I do hope you will consider coming to 

one or both, and take part in the fun. 

 

As ever, thank you for what you do for the  

Eugene Symphony Guild and the Eugene 

Symphony! See you soon! 

 

My best, 

 

Scott 

Scott Freck 

Executive Director 
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The Laura Avery Visiting Masters program   

provides aspiring professional and student    

musicians in the southern Willamette Valley 

with opportunities to develop their skills 

through master classes, workshops and     

demonstrations by distinguished guest artists 

from the Eugene Symphony's season.  

All master classes are free and open to the   
public. 

JANUARY 21, 2020  

Violin Master Class  

Elina Vahala, violin  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts    

FEBRUARY 12, 2020  

Piano Master Class  

Jeffrey Kahane, piano  
12:00-2:00 pm | Beall Hall, University of Oregon School 
of Music and Dance  

 

MARCH 17, 2020  

Piano Master Class  

Daniel Hsu, piano, 4:00- 5:30 pm                                                  

The Studio, Hult Center for the Performing Arts                                 

APRIL 21, 2020  

Viola Master Class  

Roberto Diaz, viola  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts  

MAY 12, 2020  

Cello Master Class  

Joshua Roman, cello  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts  
 

Interested in participating in a Master Class?  

Contact Katy Vizdal,                                       

Education & Community Engagement Director 

at katy.vizdal@eugenesymphony.org, or call           

541-687-9487 x 1116. 

 

Laura Avery Visiting Masters- 2019/20 Master Class Schedule 

Symphony Yoga Continues at                         

Wild Light Yoga Center 

Join Eugene Symphony horn player and certified 

yoga instructor Lydia Van Dreel for a classical   

music-themed yoga class, featuring music       

selected from upcoming concerts. January’s class 

will be set to a soundtrack of Brahams, Sibelius 

and Missy Mazzoli. 

Each class offers slow, gentle yoga suitable for 

all body types and all levels of experience.  

8-9 a.m. Wednesdays preceding a Symphony  

performance, $8 for Symphony subscribers,                

$10 for public 

Wild Light Yoga Center, 820 Charnelton Street, 

wildlightyogacenter.com  
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Our year in review: 

Happy New Year! 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference.    

Current and past issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,                                

https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/newsletter    Editor: Judy England 

 

 

Thank you to the members of the Guild Board 

of Directors for their luscious gift. The treats 

are  wonderful and the wine will make New 

Year's eve special. I doubt if there will be any 

sweets left by then. I am so grateful for a 

wonderful team of ladies to help me run the 

Guild this year.     

Suzanne Shapiro                             

 

 

 

Thank you to the Guild Executive Committee 

whose members work way beyond the call of duty 

to keep our Guild surviving and functioning. 

Thank you also to Judy England for her great 

work on the Prelude. And thank you to all our 

Guild members for making this organization so 

special.           

Sandra Weingarten 

 

(This space available to all members Ed.) 

Always Room for Thanks 

JANUARY 

“Never look at the trombones, it only       

encourages them.” - Richard Strauss 
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Join us for a fundraiser at any Cornucopia location  

On Tuesday January 28!! 

20% of proceeds from those who present this flyer will go to the 

 Eugene Symphony Guild. 

(Dine in, Take-out, Delivery and Gift Cards count too!) 

295 W. 17th Avenue, and 207 E. 5th Avenue, Eugene, 

And, in Springfield, 521 Main Street 

Call 541-485-2300 for Delivery 

(Please present flyer to delivery driver) 

 

Cornucopia’s mission is to offer excellently prepared, fresh food in a comfortable and casual atmosphere. Serving up hand-

picked beverage offerings combined with warm, friendly service. With an emphasis on sustainable, locally sourced ingredi-

ents and dishes prepared from scratch, our restaurants are neighborhood hubs built for friends and families…people of all 

ages and types, to relax, socialize and enjoy each other’s company. Cornucopia is best known for award winning burgers, 

classic pub fare and comfort food with plenty of vegetarian options. Whether it’s the neighbors down the street or the hungry 

visitors from out of town, Cornucopia is a gathering place for all. 

 

 


