
  

P R E L U D E  
Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony              

Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 

Vol. XLVIII, No. 2, October, 2020  Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter  

 Guild Calendar—October 
October      14 Board Meeting (10:00 am) – via Zoom                  

                   21 Membership Meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting)  —   via Zoom, with member                 

memorials and Meet our Concertmaster. *see page 7     

Membership and Board meetings are being held via Zoom until further notice. All zoom meetings may be        
attended via phone if there is no computer access or if a maximum number of attendees allowed is reached.  

THE NEW VIRTUAL EUGENE SYMPHONY GUILD  

YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION 

SENIOR DIVISION: 

1st Prize ($1,000) - Gabe Reed, piano 

Rachmaninov: Piano Concerto No. 1 

2nd Prize ($500) - Joan Tay, piano 

Prokofiev: Piano Sonata No. 3 in A minor,   
Op. 28 

Honorable Mention - Jessica 

Dodge, saxophone           

Paule Maurice: Tableaux de Provence 

Honorable Mention - Victoria Calderone-

Moreira, piccolo 

Lowell Liebermann: Concerto for Piccolo and 
Orchestra 
Honorable Mention - Annabel                      

MacDonald, flute 

Carl Nielsen: Concerto for Flute and             
Orchestra                        

JUNIOR DIVISION: 

1st Prize ($500) - Michael Gu, piano 

Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 1 in D-flat    
Major, Op. 10 

2nd Prize ($250) - Allison Parker, violin 

Tommaso Vitali: Chaconne in G minor 

Honorable Mention - Nate Strothkamp, violin 

Eugène Ysaÿe: Sonata No. 3 in D minor 
(Ballade) for solo violin 

Honorable Mention - Hailey Kang, cello 

Tchaikovsky: Variations on a Rococo Theme 

 

Pictured below (clockwise top left): Michael 
Gu, Jessica Dodge, Hailey Kang, Allison    
Parker, Gabe Reed, Annabel MacDonald,    
Victoria Calderone-Moreira, Nate           
Strothkamp, and Joan Tay 

During this unprecedented year, we 

moved our Eugene Symphony Guild 

Young Artist Competition online for 

the first time. We were elated to      

receive 42 submissions from across the 

state, with 25 musicians competing in 

the Junior Division and 17 musicians 

in the Senior Division. The judging 

panel was comprised of Francesco  

Lecce-Chong, Eugene Symphony    
Music Director and Conductor; Ian 

Kerr, Principal Timpani; Jonathan     

Kuhns-Obana, Horn; Keith 

Wymer, Principal Bass; and Kristen 

Halay, Principal Flute.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__eugenesymphony.us8.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D2d08309dbb2132923d1890009-26id-3Dfe8fe700f0-26e-3D156252e994&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=yElcIYSgnD7QOM9mdAJr2mqqX50F
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Guild Members, 

I am in the process of having my name legally changed. I am going to begin using my new name,  

Mckenzie James, on correspondence now. My new email is mckenzie.james@eugenesymphony.org. 

Emails to Mary Scarpinato will continue to get forwarded to my new address.  

You can still call me Mary as it may be a difficult habit for many, including my siblings, to stop. If you 

are curious about it, I’m happy to respond to any questions, but please don’t hit “reply all.” 

Good-bye Scarpinato…. Hello James.                                                                                                      

Thanks, Mary [Mckenzie], Mckenzie “Mary” James,                                                                                                                                                                              

ESA Finance & Administrative Director 

I hope all of you are holding it 

together during this extremely 

difficult time. Several of our 

members were in evacuation 

areas. Judy England and her 

husband evacuated early last week and have 

found out their home is still untouched by 

fire, but there is no power and much smoke. 

Corky was house sitting in another            

evacuation zone and returned to Eugene after 

seeing that the resident horses were taken 

care of. I know many of us know friends or 

family in the fire zones around the state and 

elsewhere on the west coast and are anxious 

to know that they are safe. All of this on top  

of the pandemic and the most difficult          

political times is too much to take for some of 

us. My thoughts of healing go out to each and 

every Guild  member.  

Yesterday, September 16, there was a     

membership Zoom meeting. Twenty-one    

participants got updates on our next donation 

to the Eugene Symphony Association and our 

new storage facility. Members were also  

treated to very informative talks with Scott 

Freck and Francesco Lecce-Chong about the 

state of the Symphony today and upcoming 

music events. What a thrill it was to see both 

of them. I was attending the meeting in the 

ESA office conference room which enabled me 

to walk down the hall and personally present 

Scott with a check for $5,000. This brings the 

total of our donation to $15,000 of the $25,000 

pledged. We hope that after our fall           

fundraising event we will be able to give the 

ESA another check before the end of the year.  

We are moving ahead with plans to rent an 

8x10 foot storage container at a facility on 

Centennial Blvd. in Springfield (just the    

other side of I-5). This change is desperately 

needed since our storage cage in the ESA    

office building is stuffed with a variety of 

signs, hats and other important stuff for  

fundraising and Youth Concerts. On top of 

this there are other supplies (decorations,   

unsold fundraising items, canopies, preview 

signs and stands, our banner and more)    

cluttering up needed space in members'     

garages and guest rooms. There will be an  

announcement regarding moving day for 

items from the ESA cage to the new storage 

unit. Stay tuned. 

Our Zoom membership meeting went well, 

especially for the first one. Please plan to    

attend the October meeting if you have a  

computer. Several members found the process 

easier than they feared. Next month we will 

remember Guild members who have passed 

away during the last year. These meetings 

are a great way to visit with Guild friends 

and find out what is happening during this 

time of isolation. If you do not have a        

computer or are not able to connect to a Zoom 

meeting online, you may call Jerril or          

Suzanne the night before for the phone     

number and meeting code number. 

Stay well and safe and let your board      

members know if you need anything during 

this difficult time. 

Suzanne 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

mailto:mckenzie.james@eugenesymphony.org
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 Third Interview with Francesco Lecce-Chong   

To avoid overlap while talking with Francesco 

and to make it more efficient for us to write 

our separate articles for the Prelude, Kam, 

Karalyn and I focused on different areas of   

interest in Francesco’s life. He was so open to 

revealing his thinking and strategy involved in 

getting the orchestra through this pandemic.  

He was also willing to share facts about his 

background and personal life, so we had     

carte-blanc in forming our questions. Karalyn’s 

and Kam’s articles have already been         

published, so I am the last to share with Guild 

members some of the things we learned. 

(Those two are hard acts to follow!) 

Throughout the pandemic there has been the 

issue of diversity running like a thread thru 

reports of all the illnesses and deaths. The  

killing of George Floyd by a white police officer 

was the trigger that released the pent-up     

anger of not just Blacks, but people of all colors 

all over the world in support of them. As our 

country struggled with its history of white   

supremacy in all its aspects, there was a      

dialogue concerning what people could do to 

try to change the unconscious biases in our  

society. Music Directors and orchestras began 

announcing their plans to include Black     

composers and directors in their future       

programs. 

Francesco sent out an email to all subscribers 

in which he referred to “change thru music” in       

connection with his plans to meet the diversity 

challenge. I asked him to expand on his theory 

of “embracing a more diverse repertoire” and 

how that can be accomplished over and above 

what he has already been doing. Although    

extremely difficult to make solid plans in this 

uncertain time, he is planning to build on the 

various methods he was already using to bring 

the “power of music” to a wider audience of  

Eugeneans. He does not want to just rattle off 

a bunch of statistics which may or may not be 

sustainable, but to bring lasting and             

fundamental changes to our musical             

experiences. 

The pandemic has given him time to reflect on 

his own biases and rethink his ideas for      

programming, meeting both the pandemic and 

diversity challenges. In the first phase of      

reopening he will be having smaller groups 

playing in a chamber music setting with       

diverse programing. Historically he has been 

taught that programs had to be connected in 

some way. Why? When the full orchestra is  

allowed to fully perform, maybe instead of 

three long pieces, there may be five shorter 

pieces. There may be composers from various 

genres in the same program. There may be  

opportunities for streaming programs, thus     

bringing in a larger, more diverse audience. 

We can be sure that however Francesco is able 

to bring these changes about, it will be exciting 

and unprecedented. 

I have been touched by how music has been 

used as a calming influence in this pandemic 

around the world. We talked about the healing 

power of music and Francesco told us about his 

own experience in this regard. When he was in 

high school his mother had him work in a   

music therapy program in a hospital. He      

remembers this as a time when he first saw 

the effects that music had on the emotions of 

people who were suffering. During these past 

months, it has been wonderful watching      

people around the world on their balconies and 

in the streets playing their instruments for 

others. Although Renee Fleming is “retired”, 

she is very active in this field and is              

collaborating in a program with National     

Institutes of Health researching different ways 

to use the power of music for healing purposes. 

Karalyn, Kam and I really appreciated the 

way Francesco received our questions so     

graciously and allowed us to see how             

personally connected to music he is, and how 

deep his musical emotions run. We are         

fortunate to have him as our Music Director 

during good times, but also to have him      

leading us through these dark times as well. 

Thanks, Francesco, for being our musical “Man 

of the Hour”.    

Carolyn Abbot 
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Greetings, Guild members –  

I hope this finds you and your 

loved ones safe and sound, and 

out of harm’s way in the        

aftermath of the catastrophic 

wildfires that have ravaged our 

region in recent weeks. It is 

times like these when I am  

constantly reminded of the power of a compassion-

ate     community to care for its own, and the resil-

iency of the human spirit. 

As I wrote to you last month, here at the Eugene 

Symphony we are laying in plans to resume       

activities both relatively large and relatively 

small, both at the Hult Center and out and about 

around town. We shared additional detail at our 

Annual Meeting and Season Kick-Off on            

September 24, but here’s a quick digest: 

Beginning in November we will have chamber 

orchestra-sized ensembles performing at 

Silva Concert Hall. These will be for very 

small invited audiences at first, until State 

of Oregon, Lane County, and City of       

Eugene restrictions are eased to the point 

that we can have several hundred in       

attendance, at which time we expect to put 

a limited number of seats on sale to the 

public. We will NOT sell subscriptions   

during this 2020/21 season, but any tickets 

we are able to sell will be on a concert-by-

concert basis only. 

 

Then, about a week after each concert happens 

we will share an edited video version, shot 

in high-definition with multiple camera  

angles and including high-quality sound. 

There will be a live “streaming event” on a 

specific date and time that anyone          

anywhere can enjoy for free (although we 

will request donations). After that, donors 

who qualify at a membership level can   

access the video on demand to watch (or   

re-watch) at their leisure. 

 

 

 

 

 

We will continue to deploy small ensembles of 

musicians as part of our SymphonyGO!  
initiative at public locations across the   

region, including such venues as Kesey 

Square, Washburn Park, Roaring Rapids 

Pizza, and more. Check our website 

(eugenesymphony.org) regularly for details. 

How is this all possible, you may ask, especially 

with Earned Revenue (a.k.a. ticket sales) at      

minimal levels? Well, we are fortunate to have  

received grants from a variety of charitable     

foundations and government sources, including a 

substantial infusion from the Oregon Cultural 

Trust’s Coronavirus Relief Funding for Cultural 

Support which was just announced on September 

23. Those funds will help us hire as many         

musicians as we can, safely of course, and sustain 

the vital work of our administrative team to keep 

moving forward. 

And of course, we are grateful for the donated  

support of individual donors who care about music 

and this community, and to all of you at the      

Eugene Symphony Guild. We need your time,    

talent, energy, and hope – now more than ever! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

My best, 

 

Scott 

Scott Freck 

Executive Director 
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By Katy Vizdal, Education & Community            
Engagement Director [Edited and reprinted from 

ESA Magazine with permission, Introduction and 
epilogue, by Sandra Weingarten] 

     Laura and I first met through our work on the 
Eugene Symphony Education Committee. Sharing 
a passion for music education, we had many 
thoughtful conversations.  If I remember             
correctly, when YoYo Ma first made a guest         
appearance with the Symphony, he gave a Master 
Class, and Laura’s granddaughter was able to be a 
participant. That event made a strong impression 
on her and may have been her inspiration for      
endowing the Master Classes as they now exist. 

Established in 2006, the Eugene Symphony’s 

Laura Avery Visiting Master’s program began 

through a generous gift from Symphony supporter 

and longtime music education advocate Laura 

Avery. Laura sought to provide aspiring              

professional and student musicians in the southern 

Willamette Valley with opportunities to develop 

their musical skills through monthly master      

classes, workshops, and demonstrations by          

distinguished guest artists during the Eugene  

Symphony’s season.  

Since the program’s inception, nearly 350 middle 

school, high school, and college-level students have 

had the opportunity to learn from world-class        

artists. We’ve also seen thousands of audience    

members attend and observe these experiences, 

strengthening the ties between artists, music, and 

our community. Each master class is unique,      

highlighting the varying teaching styles and         

personalities of these incredible guest artists. Over 

the years, we’ve hosted notable musicians including 

saxophonist Branford Marsalis, pianist Garrick 

Ohlsson, violinist Midori, classical guitarist Sharon 

Isbin, and many more. 

 These experiences are lifechanging for the     

students, and we’re sad to share that Laura, the 

remarkable woman who has been quietly impacting 

hundreds of young musicians’ lives for years, 

passed away on September 1, 2019, in Medford, OR, 

at the age of 86. Before her passing, she added to 

her endowed gift to the Eugene Symphony to      

sustain this important program through at least 

the year 2031. 

 

“The master classes offered by Eugene          

Symphony have been an important part of my     

musical education. I started attending these       

regularly several years ago and wondered to myself 

whether one day, I could be one of the lucky        

students selected to perform. I learned so much just 

from observing the many talented guest artists that 

came to Eugene through Eugene Symphony, and 

my day finally came last year when I got to perform 

for one.                                                                     

“Watching and learning with amazing            

performers, instructors, and students has inspired 

me to pursue music more seriously. Without 

Laura’s generosity, I could never have had this op-

portunity. I know that through the master class  

series, Laura has influenced my life in a              

tremendous way. That fact that so many other   

students could also have this experience is           

incredible. I’m grateful beyond words to Laura for 

what she has done for me, the Eugene Symphony, 

and the Eugene community. I hope that her cause 

can be continued in years to come, and I know that 

her legacy will continue through all of the students 

who benefited from her generosity.”                                       

—Owen McCoy, violinist and pianist  

“I want to thank Laura Avery for bestowing on me 

such a rare opportunity.”                                           

—Avery Hsieh, violinist 

 

     Avery Hsieh is one of our Young Artist          
Competition winners and with her brother, also a 
winner, has played for the Guild. 
These Master Classes, as valuable as they are for 
the students, are also a good education for the     
audience who not only get to see and hear our guest 
artists close up, but also learn from them much 
about musicality and performance. We all benefit 
from this addition to the Symphony’s education  
programs and the opportunities it provides to young 
musicians. 

Laura Avery Visiting Master Classes 
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Many years ago (1971-72), I spent a year in Europe 

starting in Ireland and ending in Greece. I look back at 

this one year and know, for a fact, that I learned more 

in that single year than in several other years put    

together. A winter in Switzerland as an au pair then up 

in the Swiss Jura as a guest of a South African family 

[white], spring was in Germany and the summer in 

Greece. The family in Mannheim, Germany were      

students and intently anti-Fascist, and the girlfriends 

in Greece came from the Sorbonne in Paris to have a 

summer “romp” before one returned to school in Paris 

and the other off to an ashram in India.  

Each of these stops rarely lasted a month or two but 

each was an entire year of educational lessons. I       

probably gained more new perspectives during that 

time than my time in college, and I remember almost 

all of it.  

The generation of Germans I met after 

Hitler I found to be unforgiving and  

almost brutal to their own parents while       

expecting me to behave the same which 

I could not; instead I found the parents 

kind, and humbled. The Swiss family 

from South Africa were wealthy and 

indifferent to the “changes” going on 

down “there”. Yet, I found them          

surprisingly liberal in overall thinking 

and politics. I was traveling from      

California and I found these were things 

I wanted to learn and I could see who could change and 

who would not. 

But it was the two friends I found in Athens I learned 

the most from that is still part of my life in spirit and 

creativity. Most travelers around Europe were great 

mixers. The two girls from Paris were chatting at a 

nearby table when I heard them talking about Simone 

de Beauvoir, a favorite author and partner of Jean Paul 

Sartre and a perfect start to a conversation, and a 

friendship. They were both artists, “anything but   

painting because Paris is all paint..”, and explorers of 

ideas and lifestyles and new ways to learn. They spoke 

English and my French is laughable. Together we      

visited the Santorini and Ios islands then back to     

Athens. We three found work in an “American” club 

dancing with military stationed nearby. We spent the 

rest of the time looking for artists of all kinds and the 

place was teeming with them! It’s a port city to the                  

Mediterranean and buzzing with creativity in music, 

fashion, with writers and designers in a myriad of     

artforms. Create with what you have. I felt like I found 

the center of a new world.  

The club we worked at together was called, “Sisters”, 

and we met and danced with mostly black military guys 

from the navy and army bases nearby. It still sounds 

awkward after all these years but it really was a fun 

and well managed place and we were not allowed to 

drink or “act up”. [I never did learn what that meant.] 

The club was owned by a smart, strong black woman 

and she ruled. I credit my amazing dancing abilities to 

this time. Damn I got good.  

We grew as a creative group to be friends with widely 

differing people and to appreciate differing views,   

backgrounds, artforms and expressions. 

It was the most creative summer I have 

ever spent. It was with these friends I 

learned I was dyslexic. They showed me 

I could work around it and grow        

creatively better with it and also 

learned not to let it hold me back.  

After such a summer I would never 

again be afraid to be different or try new 

things. I am a braver person to this day 

because of these friends. For many 

years my artform and creative work was 

weaving, spinning and textile arts, yet I did not        

hesitate to learn to be an editor of a newsletter when 

asked by the ESG over three years ago. My only     

question at the time was if I could do more! It is my 

hope that my stretching the boundaries of this         

newsletter has been a positive direction. It has been a 

wonderful addition to my life, gaining friendships to be 

treasured, and a peek-hole into the music world I would 

love to learn more about even though I cannot read      

music. Thank you all for this wonderful and beautiful 

growth spurt and may it last. We are all on our own 

personal journeys through life and what we learn and 

share with others will take unpredicted turns to each of 

our journeys, transforming our true selves each and 

every day. 

Judy England, Prelude Editor                                                                        

My Unusual Learning Year 
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2020/21 Guild Calendar  
 

Membership and Board meetings are being held via Zoom until further notice of safety to meet indoors. 

All zoom meetings may be attended via phone if there is no computer access or if a maximum number of   

attendees allowed is reached. Please check the September Prelude for the number to call. 

 

October      14 Board Meeting (10:00 am) – via Zoom                  

                   21 Membership Meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) – via 

                             Zoom (member memorials and musician) 

November   11 Board Meeting (10:00 am) – via Zoom 

                    18 Membership meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) – via 

                             Zoom (members share art work) 

December    9 Board Meeting (10:00 am) – via Zoom 

                    16 Membership Meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) – via 

                             Zoom (members share art work, holiday sing along) 

January      13 Board Meeting (10:00 am) 

                     20 Membership Meeting (10:00 social time, 10:30 am meeting) 

February     10 Board Meeting (10:00 am) 

                    17 Membership Meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) 

March         10 Board Meeting (10:00 am) 

                    17 Membership Meeting(10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) 

April           14 Board Meeting (10:00 am) 

                    21 Membership Meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) 

May            12 Board Meeting (10:00 am) 

                    19 Membership Meeting (10:00 am social time, 10:30 am meeting) 

June            9 Joint Board Meeting (10:00 am) 

                    11 Music in the Garden Party 

                    13 Music in the Garden Tour 

22nd Annual Luncheon & Installation of Officers – TBA 

The 2020/2021 Eugene Symphony Season is fluid depending on the pandemic and social gatherings as      

permitted. 

 

2020—2021 Eugene Symphony Guild 

Board of Directors 

 

President – Suzanne Shapiro 

Executive Vice President – Corky 

Hughes 

Treasurer – Kam Chan 

Secretary – Sally Robinson 

Past President – Carolyn Abbott 

V.P. of Education and Social – Karalyn 

Walker Sprung 

V.P. of Promotion – Jerril Nilson 

V.P. of Fundraising – Ginger Fifield 

The Guest Musician for the October [Zoom} Meeting! 

Jenny Estrin is in her second year as official              

Concertmaster of our Symphony. Living in Portland, 

she also plays with Oregon Ballet Theater, the       

Portland Opera and the Oregon Symphony. Aside from 

performing as a classical violinist, Jenny moonlights as 

a fiddler in a folk 

band, does recording 

studio work and has a 

private teaching    

studio. 

When not playing and 

teaching, Jenny     

enjoys hiking and 

other outdoor         

activities  
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

October 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference. Current and past 

issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,  https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/

newsletter    Editor: Judy England 

“Music can change the world 

because it can change people.” 

― Bono 

Fall on the left, and Winter on 

the right. Two big boys finding 

blueberries in the Spring. These 

are some of my favorite 

things…… Judy E. 
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Photos of favorite 

things from Linda 

Cummens... 

STAR WARS! This gang had a fun time! 

Suzanne’s garden bounty! 
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Karen Ailor’s Summer drama group 

brings her much joy. She has much to 

be proud of with these youngsters! 
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Forgive me, but I simply HAD 

to post this  again….            

Compliments of Kam Chan….   

I just love double rainbows! 

They’re supposed to be a sign of 

better days to come.  

I just returned from errands 

and Costco driving around     

Eugene, just days after         

evacuating to South Eugene. I 

shopped, stood in line for mail, 

stopped at the drugstore and 

everywhere I found friendliness, 

courtesy, patience and general 

kindness….. Thank you to     

Eugene!  Judy 

From Sue Ashton, these are nature’s 

birdfeeders…  always thinking of     

others. 


