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          On September 24, 2020, I attended my first      

meeting as one of three representatives of the ESG on 

the Eugene Symphony Board. The other representatives 

are Guild President Suzanne Shapiro and Corky Hughes 

who, due to the fires, was not present. What follows are 

my impressions of a more than six hour dive into the 

Eugene Symphony Board. I never knew it would be such 

a commitment or an adventure. I have done a lot of 

Board work in my earlier life, as a member of the     

Florida Fine Arts Council and the President of the Art 

Deco League in Miami so I am not unfamiliar with    

cultural boards. The Eugene Symphony is in a league of 

its own. The meeting was run beautifully by President 

David Pottinger who kept things swiftly moving along 

with a full agenda, electing a new board member and a 

budget. He was assisted by Scott Freck who, with his 

pared down staff, has done an extraordinary job.  

         I don’t know all the ins and outs of the grant      

application processes for which Scott and his staff       

applied, but what they were able to do was nothing 

short of magic. The State of Oregon through the         

Cultural Advocate Coalition dispersed a $25.7 million 

dollar grant with a partnership of the Oregon Cultural 

Trust and its County and Tribal Coalitions. There were 

751 applications from 131 organizations. The Eugene 

Symphony received $2,575,914. That’s a big grant! It 

allows the Symphony to pay more musicians and hire 

back staff. The Trust did not notify Scott until 48 hours 

before the board meeting which meant that the budget 

had to be revised continually. McKenzie James and 

Scott revised the budget many times before Thursday. 

The budget ended up with a one percent deficit; unheard 

of in these times when orchestras the size of the Eugene 

Symphony are running much larger deficits. It was    

obvious as I sat silently on the board observing that 

Scott had a great rapport with his board members. He 

knew and respected them and they respected him. He 

also recognized the Guild, for our monetary                 

contribution, a five thousand dollar donation, which was 

greatly appreciated. 

  At the general meeting that followed the ESA Board 

meeting the two Guild Young Artist Competition       

winners played and the Guild was again given credit, by 

Scott and by the young men, Gabe Reed, piano, First 

Prize Sr. Div., and Michael Gu, piano, First Prize Jr. 

Div., both played beautifully.  

      Suzanne, looking  radiant, was honored with the   

Eugene Symphony Advancement Award, presented by 

the “Eugene Symphony Association Board of Directors, 
on September 24, 2020, Susanne Shapiro, Eugene   Sym-
phony Association Board Member, in recognition of your 
leadership, support and advocacy on behalf of the Eu-
gene Symphony Association.” When Scott read the 

award he mentioned that Suzanne was serving her third 

term, and that only Carolyn Abbott before her had 

served more than two terms. The musicians in the zoom 

audience and Symphony Board members were especially 

warm in their applause for Suzanne and all of her     

efforts on behalf of the Symphony. It was obvious to me 

that she was well known, and greatly admired. Thank 

you Suzanne for representing the Guild so well. 

       At a time when the Symphony is not playing, I felt a 

sense of great pride that the music that was provided at 

the general meeting was from the Guild sponsored 

Young Artist Competition winners. In this terrible time 

of pandemic and fires, both the Board of the Symphony 

and the Board of the Guild are trying to support Eugene 

with the gift of music.  

Karalyn Walker Sprung 

EUGENE SYMPHONY HONORS GUILD PRESIDENT, SUZANNE SHAPIRO 
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Dear Friends, 

I hope this message finds you all well and coping 

with these unusual times. With the beautiful fall 

weather we have been having, and November    

arriving, we are reminded that Thanksgiving is 

approaching, and that this is a good time to        

discover how we can be thankful this season. We 

can all be thankful that the smoke has cleared and 

that the fires are out and/or under control.  If you 

and your loved ones are healthy, be thankful.  If 

you have a place to live and food on the table, be 

thankful.  If you have communication with family 

and friends, be thankful. 

You can be thankful that our Symphony is       

functioning and doing its best to keep bringing  

music to us and the community in many ways.  

Among others, Katy Vizdal and the Education and 

Outreach Committee are hard at work bringing 

music to students and the community. You can be 

thankful that our Guild is functioning and hard at 

work finding new ways to raise money in order to 

support our Symphony. I hope that you have had a 

chance to view our video entry in the Eugene     

Virtual Parade. It certainly was fun to create, and 

hopefully will bring us added publicity and      

recognition. I am grateful to Kam Chan and Sally 

Robinson and everyone who shared in the work 

and fun.  We are repeating our Non-Event       

fundraising event from last year, and hope that it 

will be as successful.  Sally and the Fundraising 

Committee are beginning on a project to partner 

with some local garden centers (Music in the    

Garden sponsors.)  We hope to bring you details 

about that soon and encourage you to do some   

holiday shopping with these businesses.  Karalyn 

Walker-Sprung is planning a special Musical 

Chairs party that I am sure you will all want to 

see.  Many thanks to all of them for their work.  

The Fundraising Committee is seeking more ideas 

on Musical Chairs parties that can be produced on 

Zoom or other media platform. 

Our new rosters are ready for distribution, and our 

thanks go to all those who had a hand in getting 

them ready.  The Telephone Committee has been 

keeping in touch, and we thank them for their   

effort and hope to have phone calls more             

frequently.  Jerril Nilson has been hosting our 

Board and General meetings on Zoom and we 

thank her for that.  She is willing to help those 

who are unfamiliar with using Zoom – it is easy on 

computer, iPad or phone – and we are grateful for 

her help.  Many of you came to our first general 

meeting in September, and we hope to see more of 

you in future meetings.  Remember that you can 

contact Jerril on the morning of a meeting for    

assistance, or perhaps you know someone wo can 

advise you. 

Your Board members can’t say it often enough – if 

you need anything or just someone to talk to, 

please give us a call. We value each of you. 

I could go on and on with a list of things for which 

to be thankful, but maybe each of you could make 

your own.  It is amazing how it helps lift one’s  

spirits.  So look out the window at the fall colors, 

take a deep breath and remember that there are 

many things for which to be grateful. Your Guild 

Board members and I are grateful that you are 

with us. 

Sandra Weingarten, 

Co-President and                                                              

Past President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy  

Thanksgiving! 

Dear Members, 

Many have asked how we are doing after the fires. Our house was 
spared, but many friends lost everything. We have power, water 
and TV, but no mail service, phones or internet. This Prelude was 
helped by many and it’s appreciated. “Normalcy” will be delayed 
until the damaged utility network is repaired. I am 6 miles from 
phone and internet [12 miles rt] & 60+ miles [120 mi. rt] from a 
gas station. With regret, please submit December Prelude         
material early and there will be no last-minute additions until this 
situation improves. Thank you for all your kind thoughts.                     
Judy England, Editor 
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Greetings, Guild members –  

It seems that Fall has           

apparently fallen, and with it 

come the rains which will 

dampen the fires still burning 

in our wilderness areas and 

hopefully wash away some of 

our lingering concerns about 

this year we call 2020. I’m not sure I’ve ever been as 

excited to feel raindrops as I was a couple of weeks 

ago… 

Speaking of excitement and anticipation, we also     

return to the Hult Center with a chamber orchestra 

program late next month. Music Director & Conductor 

Francesco Lecce-Chong has crafted a beautiful program 

full of joy and hope, anchored by Mozart’s exquisite 

Symphony No. 41, “Jupiter” and kicked off by music 

written for strings by three remarkable women: 20th 

century Polish composer Grażyna Bacewicz, rising 

American star Jessie Montgomery, and our 2017/18 

Composer-in-Residence, Augusta Read Thomas.  

As I previously shared, the performance will be          

recorded in high-definition video and audio, and shared 

via live streaming on Sunday, November 29 at 3 pm, 

accessible for free via our website. After that, the video 

will be archived for on-demand streaming by our       

 

donors and members – so if you’re not able to catch it 

on the 29th, look for details in forthcoming emails from 

the Symphony or on our website so that you can        

experience your orchestra back in action too. 

We are continuing to plan other events, as well,        

including more from our new SymphonyGO! initiative, 

as well as music education programs for our young    

people. My colleague Katy Vizdal, who I’m sure is 

known to many of you, reports that signups for        

Carnegie Hall’s Link Up curriculum which we           

distribute free of charge to music teachers are at or 

above an all-time high! We are also gearing up to begin 

delivering private lessons via Zoom or similar          

platforms to music students who otherwise couldn’t 

access them. 

As always, we are grateful for your work and your    

advocacy on behalf of the Guild and the Symphony. 

Please stay safe, and keep finding ways to connect with 

each other and this wonderful community.  

My best, 

 

Scott 

Scott Freck 

Executive Director 

 

  For members' information, the Guild has a new 

storage area at Springfield Self Storage, at    

Centennial and Rainbow, just a few blocks east of 

the freeway overpass on Martin Luther King Jr. 

Blvd. in Eugene. 

  Our old storage area in the ESA building on 

Eighth & Olive was simply too small to store our 

essential supplies. Several Board members had 

bins and boxes and canopies in their garages or 

their own storage areas.  The Board has been 

looking for reasonable storage space for several 

months and approved the new space. 

  I would like to thank Suzanne Shapiro, Debbi 

Rothschild, Ginger Fifield, Sue Ashton, Cecelia 

Perry and my son, Kelly, for engineering the 

move. With Debbi's truck and our cars' trunks 

full of supplies, we cleaned out the old and set up 

the new in about four hours. Our larger space is 

"beautiful" to those of us who use it because it is 

large enough (5 X 10) for everything with a little 

room to walk down the middle. Bins are labeled 

and organized to the degree possible. 

  I have a key and there is a key in the office  

drawer in the same spot as the old one.  If        

anyone wants to get into the unit, please call me 

or Suzanne Shapiro. 

 

Carolyn Abbott 

Our New Guild Storage Area 
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On Sunday October 11 at 3 pm, the first of three      

concerts replacing originally planned live concerts,   

performed by the Santa Rosa Symphony under the   

baton of Maestro Francesco Lecce-Chong was           

performed on YouTube. The actual performance was 

recorded on October 5, 2020 in real time. All the        

musicians wore black masks. Maestro Francesco wore 

a white face shield. The opening shot of the orchestra 

was startling. It could have been a “masked ball” as 

Steve Osborne, the reviewer for Classical Sonoma said 

in his wonderful review, “Thrilling Santa Rosa       

Symphony Performance in an Empty Weill Hall”. The 

masks and the limited number of players on stage were 

all well thought out safety precautions due to the  

Coronavirus. These decisions were necessary to protect 

the musicians and everyone in the building. They are    

complicated arrangements with the city, the             

management, the union and many others. These      

concerts are similar, but not the same, as those that    

Francesco will be playing with the Eugene Symphony.   

 

I was excited to watch for several reasons. My          

husband, David Sprung is a retired French horn player 

who had occasionally played with the Santa Rosa   

Symphony before Francesco became its Music Director. 

David had many friends still active in the Santa Rosa 

Symphony and is still a member of the local Musicians 

Union. He was eager to hear them play. We were both 

interested to see Weill Hall, a venue we did not know. 

How were they going to pull off the restrictions of 

Covid 19?  It is different watching a symphony concert 

from your living room. All of us miss going to live music   

performances. There is an energy in the concert hall 

that cannot be duplicated when you watch something 

on TV or listen even to the best recording. But the    

virus doesn’t allow us to safely gather, so live       

streaming is what many artists have chosen to do and 

it does have it pluses. The camera brings you up close, 

and each of the pieces were introduced by a member of 

the orchestra to let you know something about what 

you were going to hear. Then the camera would swoop 

back and show you the full masked ensemble, or close 

in on Maestro Francesco's facial expressions under his 

face shield. Throughout the performance excellent  

camera work gave outstanding views of Maestro    

Francesco, the individual players, and from time to 

time the empty audience, a view we would never have 

gotten from our seats had we been in the auditorium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first half of the program was devoted to four     

pieces. The first was George Walker’s 1946 “Lyric for 

Strings” written for the death of his grandmother, it 

was melancholy, and emotional. Next, we found       

ourselves looking at the balcony as the brass played at 

three locations around the stage for the Gabrelli     

Canzoni (songs) for brass as arranged by their         

principal trombonist, Bruce Chrisp. It was delightful to 

see as well as hear a live performance, so different than 

a recording. This was followed by the rhythmically      

energetic 2010 “Escaramuza” (skirmish), by Gabriela 

Lena Frank, with lots of timpani, string pizzicato and 

syncopation in this twenty-first century wonder. The 

final selection on the first half of the program was  

Richard Strauss’s Serenade for Winds where members 

of the woodwinds and horns got a chance to shine. 

 

After the intermission, when you looked at the chat box 

you could see that 1,500 people were watching; not bad 

for a Sunday afternoon at 3 pm. You could also see that 

Maestro used his limited number of seats on stage due 

to Covid restrictions to provide work for as many      

musicians as possible. During the intermission, the 

President of the Santa Rosa Symphony Board           

welcomed everyone to this free concert. A ticker tape 

ran below as they asked for donations to support the 

Santa Rosa Symphony. I hope they received funding 

that day. They did an excellent job and have a fine   

orchestra and hall and deserve the encouragement. 

 

The second half of the concert was Beethoven’s First 

Symphony, opus 21 with a reduced orchestra. It was 

exciting to hear Joseph Edelberg, the concert master 

and David’s friend lead the tuning A, passed on by the 

oboe. It meant that the “full” orchestra was about to 

play. It had been a while since we had heard an         

orchestra live and it was hard to hold back tears. Their 

performance was moving and beautiful. This is the 

year to play Beethoven, as it is the 250th  anniversary 

of his birth. Maestro Francesco devoted one of his 

Thursday night YouTube presentations to Beethoven’s 

First Symphony. I have my fingers crossed that he will 

perform it again with the Eugene Symphony.         

Whatever Maestro Francesco chooses to do in Eugene I 

know it will be superb. His venture in Santa Rosa was 

magnificent. Musicians love and need to play. Music 

lovers need and want to listen. Even in the time of  

pandemic when there are difficult restrictions, Maestro 

Francesco is proving there are creative ways of sharing 

music and brightening our lives. 

Maestro Francesco and the Santa Rosa Symphony 
      by Karalyn Walker Sprung 
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Celebrating Carolyn Abbott’s         
birthday!! 

 

Around our birthday girl, 

Carolyn in her adorable hat is 

Debbi Rothschild, 

Cecilia Perry, and Karalyn 

Walker Sprung dressed in 

Covid-appropriate finery. 

I dream the quiet moment in a room filled with hundreds of people silent in     

anticipation as the smooth note of A is gently shared across the stage and        

signifying the beginning of what some believe to be the finest sounds created by 

mankind. May this beautiful moment of health and sanity be soon shared again 

around the world. Ed. 

Karen’s Summer theater arts group should have been credited 

to  Karen Olsen in October Prelude. I regret my mistake, and   

is very impressive. Editor. 

At right, Gardens in the 

Fall….  photos from 

Karalyn Walker-Sprung 

On the CBS-TV news 

morning show this 

week a young          

composer was          

introduced with her  

classical quartet piece 

played by musicians from the 

N.Y. Symphony Orch. Asked 

how she could write such    

music at her (12 years) young 

age she said, “You just put 

together a captive bunch of 

notes and then add on to 

them…”  Ed.    ...Stay tuned. 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

November 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference. Current and past 

issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,  https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/

newsletter    Editor: Judy England 

“Music is what tells us that the human 

race is greater than we realize.”          

Napoléon Bonaparte 

Two photos, a path and 

the driveway. 

And one photo of an early 

evening intruder,  

but it didn’t mind 

us at all. 

Views from 

our yard. 

Ron and Judy 

England 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=EEFAE5B5E8ED056B375ADC29A7E6191611A1972C&thid=OIP.GleZ9OqmjvaMft4_cc7X8AHaJC&mediaurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fcliparts%2Fv%2Fi%2F4%2FV%2FU%2Fa%2Fsome-leaf-md.png&exph=300&expw=246&q=free+clipart+au
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Lindsey McCarthy, Associate Executive Director 

lindsey.mccarthy@eugenesymphony.org 
Cell: 928-231-4706 

Eugene Symphony Returns to Concert Hall in November 

First edition of Symphony Soundwaves will be streamed on Nov. 29 at 3 p.m. 

 
EUGENE, OR (Oct. 22, 2020)— After months of researching, discussing, negotiating, and planning, the  
Eugene Symphony Association (ESA) is proud to announce its plans to safely return to the concert hall.  

 
A 32-person ensemble will perform on the Silva Concert Hall stage of the Hult Center for the Performing Arts on Thursday,      
November 19 for a small, invited audience. The performance will be recorded in high-definition video and audio, then edited into 
a seamless program of about 75 minutes total, including music, introductions, and interviews. The resulting video recording will 
be shared in the following ways: 

A one-time, free “streaming event” on Sunday, November 29 at 3pm PST, available to anyone anywhere in the 
world, without a password, and with a suggested donation of $15 per household. 

Following the public streaming event, the video will be available on-demand through a password-protected site for 
ESA donors and members who give at least $300 per year (or $25 per month). 

 
Details for how to access the recording of this performance will be shared at a later date. This is the first installment of Symphony 
Soundwaves, with more concerts to come in this same format and distribution method. 

Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong will conduct the following chamber orchestra program, including three 
works for strings by women composers:  

Augusta Read Thomas: Of Paradise and Light  

Bacewicz: Concerto for Strings 

Jessie Montgomery: Strum  

Mozart: Symphony No. 41, “Jupiter” 

 
“My colleagues and I are beyond thrilled to return to the stage to make music together,” says Lecce-Chong. “While we await the 
return of our full orchestra and audience to the hall, this is an exciting opportunity to bring the comfort, hope, and joy of music 
directly into our audience's homes as well as reach music lovers around the world for the first time." 
While away from the concert hall since February 29, 2020, ESA has been offering digital content through the virtual hub at eu-
genesymphony.org, including radio broadcasts, music education content, live chats with  
Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong, and musician performances. In all, these virtual engagement activities have 
reached more than 60,000 people in Oregon, across the country, and around the world. 

 
About Eugene Symphony: Now in its 55th season, the Eugene Symphony is a nonprofit and 83-member part-time orchestra 
based in Eugene, Oregon. Led by Music Director & Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong and pursuing its mission of enriching lives 
through the power of music, Eugene Symphony reaches more than 40,000 adults and children annually with performances and 
music education programs, regularly commissioning and premiering new American works, and disseminating its performances 
via radio broadcasts and recordings.  
More at eugenesymphony.org.   
       ### 

mailto:lindsey.mccarthy@eugenesymphony.org

