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The Guild Board, knowing that we are in 

difficult times, and in accordance with 

guidelines set regarding the COVID-19     

virus, is canceling the 23rd annual Music in 

the Garden event, originally planned for 

Sunday, June 14, 2020. 

Our Guild has presented this successful    

self-guided walking tour for the past 22 

years. It has featured several local         

homeowners graciously opening up their 

gardens to the public. In addition to       

beautiful flowering landscapes, attendees 

enjoyed live performances by community 

musicians, and perused garden accessories 

and a variety of plants for purchase. 

“We have made this decision for the safety 

and health of our garden homeowners, Guild 

members and volunteers, musicians,       

vendors, and our supportive community of 

attendees,” Suzanne explained. “For 22 

years we have successfully engaged our  

community in this beloved event, often    

raising more than $20,000 per year that   

directly supports the Eugene Symphony   

Association,” she continued. “It is with great 

sadness that we close our planning for 2020, 

yet we look to 2021 with hope and              

enthusiasm to create our best event yet.” 

“Our sponsors and partners have generously 

supported us for so many years, and we      

understand that they, too, are struggling in 

this time of financial uncertainty,” noted    

Ginger Fifield, event chair. “We know this 

decision affects them as well. It’s our hope 

that we can support each other through this 

in even small ways,” Ginger added. 

The Guild is asking community members 

that may have planned to attend this year’s 

event to consider a tax-deductible donation 

to support the Guild’s mission. Let your 

friends and neighbors know that even a $15 

donation (the cost of a Music in the Garden 

ticket) is appreciated. Donations can be 

made online at eugenesymphonyguild.org or 

by mail (checks payable to Eugene           

Symphony Guild) 115 W. 8th Ave, Suite 115, 

Eugene OR 97401. 

Difficult Decision for Music in the Garden 

Our Guild Board members at work in a virtual meeting via a Zoom conference call. Photos by 

Melva Boles. Also in attendance were Corky Hughes, Carolyn Abbott, Sally Robinson, Ginger 

Fifield, Juliet Bender, Melva Boles, and Susan Greenwald. 

Sandra Weingarten, 

and Judy England. 

Suzanne Shapiro,     

and  Jerril Nilson 



2 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Guild members, 

I think of all of you often     

during this unprecedented 

time of self seclusion and hope 

you are staying safe and busy 

and are able to get supplies 

that you need. I also hope that all of you got calls 

from other guild members in our phone tree and 

had a good chat. I also hope that you have had a 

chance to watch and listen to Francesco and 

Chloe's weeknight evening music series. If you 

haven't, check the Symphony website to get the 

connection to Francesco's Facebook site. [see pg 5.] 

My husband and I are very lucky to live in the 

country (cattle ranch farm country) and are able to 

work in the house when the weather is wet and 

cold or around our six acres when it is sunny 

cleaning up trees that have come down in distant 

storms, planting young vegetable plants in the 

tilled garden beds and starting new plants from 

seeds in pots at our south facing windows. A few 

pea plants are in the ground along with potatoes 

and squash plants will be ready to plant very soon. 

The fruit trees are in the middle of flowering 

(plums are almost through, cherry and pear trees 

are in bloom with apples thinking about putting 

out their leaves and blossoms).  

I have been knitting and watching some of my  

favorite programs on OPB at night and we are   

going through our freezers cooking meats for    

several night's dinner. We have had visits from 

several friends and a neighbor outside on the 

porch or in the driveway. 

Our Symphony Guild board members participated 

in a Zoom conference on April 6. We decided to 

cancel Music in the Garden this year. The garden 

owners have been contacted and are willing to  

participate next June. Musical Chairs parties 

scheduled for this spring and summer are being 

postponed until the end of August through the 

next winter and spring. We are also postponing 

our Annual lunch/Installation of officers until the 

end of August. Our current Board will remain in 

our present positions until that time, but the new 

members to be installed will be included in our 

Zoom meetings. Since no one has agreed to be 

president next year, there will be a committee of 

past presidents which will divide up the tasks that 

need to be done.  

Since the funds from Music in the Garden make 

up much of the money which we are able to donate 

to the Symphony each year as our pledge for     

concert sponsorship, we are not going to be able to 

donate the $25,000 that was pledged for this year. 

We plan to make a donation this spring, but will 

wait until June to determine how much that will 

be. It is our hope to also make a further donation 

to the Symphony next Fall. We will be asking for 

donations on our website to help compensate in a 

small way for lost revenue from the canceled MIG.  

I know that we all hope that this international         

pandemic won't last more than a few months, but 

in reality may last longer before we are able to 

congregate in groups. This is a disaster for the  

entire global economy besides that of the USA. 

There will be a lot of financial suffering before this 

pandemic has ended. Please give what you can to 

the Symphony Guild so that we can also help to 

support the Symphony as much as possible. Please 

make contributions via our website since we are 

not accessing our mailbox at this time. 

Please, everyone, stay safe in your self seclusion 

and if you need help do not hesitate to call another 

member of the Guild. We are all dealing with    

trying to resupply food and drugs during this time 

and keep from getting terribly depressed.           

Remember that we are all thinking of each other 

and, if you can, give another member or two a 

phone call or email . Reaching out to each other is 

the best defense against feeling like you are all 

alone in the world. 

Wishing all of you good health. 

Suzanne 

SOCIAL NOTES AND NEWS:  

Armchair Travelers, Book Notes, Bridge Club, the Walking Group and Social 

Hour are cancelled until further notice. 
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Traditionally, and per the By-Laws, the Nominating 

Committee of the Guild has chosen and announces the 

new slate of officers at least two weeks before the    

Annual Meeting which takes place in June. Usually 

the officer slate is introduced to Guild membership 

earlier than called for, so that our members can look 

forward to election in June. This year is, of course, an 

anomaly which in many ways has challenged the 

Guild's traditional practices.     

Since we started working on this at the beginning of 

the year, we actually do have most of the offices 

filled. We decided to go ahead and announce the slate 

that we do have now, even though we do not know for 

sure when the annual meeting and election will be 

held. Our current Governing Board has agreed to    

continue in their positions until the annual meeting 

when the new Board will be installed. We are asking 

the new Board to work with us over the summer which 

will give them a chance to participate in on-the-job 

training.  

The following are the new officers for the 2020/2021 

fiscal year:  

Executive Vice President:                        Corky Hughes 

Fundraising Vice President:                    Ginger Fifield  

Social & Education Vice President:      Karalyn Walker  

Promotion Vice President:                           Jerril Nilson  

Treasurer:                                                        Kam Chan  

Secretary:                                                  Sally Robinson  

Immediate Past President:                   Suzanne Shapiro  

You will notice a vital position has not been named, 

that of President. As of this date, no one has been 

named to this important position. Accordingly, the 

Governing Board has voted to ask a Committee of at 

least three Past Presidents to serve in the place of the 

President until that position can be filled. This        

arrangement is currently being established and will 

also be voted on at the annual meeting.  

We are exceedingly thankful for the above-named 

members, some of whom are very new to the guild, for 

their willingness to lead in these areas. Ginger Fifield 

will be serving a third year as Promotion V.P. and we 

thank her very much for her willingness to do 

this. Committee Chairs, who serve under the V.P.'s, 

will be chosen between now and the annual meeting.   

It is vital that we have a good turnout of members at 

our annual meeting - whenever that may be. We will 

let you know. See you there!   

Carolyn Abbott, Nominating Chair   

ESG SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2020/2021 SEASON 

A VIRTUAL HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

Being an "elder" Guild member, I well remember the days when we heard such ridiculous predictions 

as "someday you will be able to see the people you are talking to on the phone". Well, just about the 

time the coronavirus was revving up, my birthday came along. My daughter was determined a family 

celebration would not be cancelled. So, at a pre-planned time and day my whole family (12 of us) 

showed up together on the computer screen able to see and talk to each other! The many 

miles between Portland, Washington and Florida just melted away! It was a glorious hour together 

catching up, reminiscing and singing (Happy Birthday, of course). A birthday like none other!! 

 

With leisure time on my hands, I have been able to attack long-put-off projects. Like the hundreds of 

cards in boxes stored away because you can't bear to throw them away. After days of re-reading and 

reliving good times, I decided to put them to good use. With a good supply of card stock and            

envelopes, over about two weeks, I have recreated about 150 cards for all occasions. And since I am 

in charge of sending cards out for the Guild, I believe I can safely say I have an endless supply.  So, 

do let me know if you know of a Guild member in need of some special cheer or support.    

Sylvia Kaufman 
 

LET'S STAY IN TOUCH 

If you know of a Guild member who is sick, having surgery, or just needs some cheer, please let     

Sylvia Kaufman know so she can send a card or make a call.   
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By Melva Boles 

 

With no Interest groups to report on, I decided to 

contact some Guild members who currently reside 

in residential centers in Eugene. I really enjoyed 

talking to Sharron Smith of the Springs, Ginger 

Newman of Waterford Grand, Sandy Harland of 

Terpening Terrace, and Edna DeHaven of 

Willamette Oaks. A big shout out to both Bev     

Andrews and Doreen Kilen who also reside at 

Willamette Oaks. For the protection of the          

residents, all of the facilities are pretty much in a 

lock down situation, with slight variations from 

place to place; meals are served in the individual 

rooms, all group activities have been canceled, and 

residents may not leave the premises. If a resident 

does leave, he or she must be quarantined for two 

weeks upon return. Social distancing guidelines are 

followed when traversing the halls or walking on 

the grounds. I hope you enjoy reading about how 

these creative and interesting women are spending 

their time in isolation. Cheers to all of you, 

Melva Boles 
 

Edna DeHaven, member since 1991, is a resident of 

Willamette Oaks. A former college professor and 

author of educational materials, Edna keeps busy 

meeting her daily activity goal of 5,000 steps a day, 

which she achieves with multiple circuits around 

her two bedroom apartment and her wrap around 

balcony that overlooks the Willamette River and 

bike path. She reads the paper daily, does word 

puzzles and communicates with her family via the 

internet and phone. Her current reading includes 

My Beloved World by Sonja Sotomayor. Edna was 

able to move her beloved baby grand into the   

apartment and currently enjoys reminiscing as she 

plays songs from all the decades of her life. She has 

saved every sheet of music she’s ever owned! A   

favorite is “What the World Needs Now” by Burt 

Bacharach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ginger Newman, member since 1986, resides at 

Waterford Grand which is also located by the 

Willamette River and bike path. Ginger’s daughter, 

Melissa, who lives in Eugene is able to visit her, as 

is Ginger’s friend Oscar Krumdieck. Social          

distancing rules apply as they stroll the grounds 

and sit in the outdoor patio area. Ginger reads the 

Register Guard on a daily basis and is an avid 

reader of books drawn from the Waterford library. 

Her current favorites are Rebel With a Cause by 

Franklin Graham and Code Girls: The Untold   
Story of American Women Code Breakers of World 
War II by Liza Mundy. Ginger also enjoys watching 

TV; golf as well as documentaries of people fixing 

up properties, an interesting subject for Ginger  

given her family’s experience building apartments. 

 

Sharon Smith, member since 2017, moved to The 

Springs in March around the same time that    

Governor Kate Brown ordered residents to stay at 

home. She left a beloved family home where she 

had lived for fifty years and moved to a lovely small 

apartment. The move has been stressful.  On the 

plus side, she has had plenty of time to unload all 

her boxes and fix up the apartment, she enjoys 

three delicious meals a day, and likes overlooking 

an inner courtyard from her third floor balcony. It 

has been strange, though, not being able to make 

acquaintances with fellow residents as no contact is 

allowed, and not being able to bring activities fully 

to a close at her former home, namely an estate 

sale which had been planned for April 2 and 3. She 

relieves some of that stress by daily walking a mile, 

the distance of three times around The Springs 

complex. She is reading What Rose Forgot by     

Nevada Barr and watching the TV series NCIS and 

Forensic Files. A violinist with the Eugene       

Symphony for many years, Sharron has three     

violin students, one of whom is her granddaughter. 

A torn rotator cuff, (improved with physical       

therapy), has prevented Sharron from playing for 

an extended period of time, but she hopes to start 

teaching her three students via SKYPE in the next 

few weeks. 

(Continued on next page) 

SOCIAL NOTES and NEWS 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjN4_G6wNvaAhUQB3wKHWmxAckQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fclipart%2F8iA6oEk8T.htm&psig=AOvVaw1GhOGSVs6fQVrPPjyyb7c4&ust=1524953795014540
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(Continued from page 5) 

Sandy Harland, (member since 1994), is a        

resident of Terpening Terrace. Sandy has         

diabetes and has been following dietary        

guidelines; however, she has been unable to check 

her blood sugar for a couple of weeks due to      

receiving the wrong device to do so. A bout of  

nausea frightened her recently, but she was    

taken good care of by EMTs. They pronounced her 

healthy and told her to get plenty of rest which 

she will be doing as she is quarantined in the 

building for two weeks. No longer able to walk in 

the halls or around the building, she entertains 

herself by listening to Johnny Mathis, especially 

his signature song “Chances Are.” Sandy has fond 

memories of attending one of his concerts in San  

 

Jose with her daughter and Johnny’s nephew 

where they had backstage privileges. Sandy is 

rereading the 1939 Pulitzer Prize winning novel, 

The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. She 

enjoys watching almost anything on PBS          

especially Antique Road Show, A Place to Call 
Home, and Call the Midwife. Sandy so              

appreciates the compassion shown by the health 

professionals in Call the Midwife,  ..and she 

knows a thing or two about compassion in the 

medical field having worked as a hygienist with 

her former husband, a dentist, for five years in 

Africa. In addition, Sandy and her husband were 

responsible for establishing the dental wing of 

White Bird Clinic many years ago. 

SOCIAL NOTES and NEWS 

ALWAYS ROOM FOR THANKS 

Many, many thanks to the musicians of our orchestra who came to our meetings to educate and   

entertain us. They each willingly and generously gave of their time to come and greet us. And all 

expressed their appreciation for the work of the Guild. How fortunate we are to have these            

delightful and talented people in our community.  Sandra Weingarten 

All Watch Parties start at 5 p.m. PT on Francesco's Facebook page, (except Musical Mondays)    

Check them out.                                                                                                                                      

Musical Mondays: Musical Monday Education videos premiere at 10 a.m., on Eugene           
Symphony's Facebook page 

Classic Tuesdays 

Family Wednesdays 

Quirky Thursdays 

Epic Fridays 

Find Francesco on Facebook, and all of Francesco's Watch Party introductions, along with       

Musical Mondays videos, are being archived on his website. 

Francesco’s Virtual Engagement 
As many other organizations and musicians are doing, Eugene Symphony is turning to    

technology to stay connected with our patrons. Francesco started hosting regular “Watch 

Parties” on Facebook, where we can experience great performances together virtually. With 

his fiancée, New World Symphony harpist Chloe Tula, Francesco is also creating music      

education videos, which are great for parents and children to do together at home. 

 
Please visit Francesco’s website (https://lecce-chong.com/flcathome) for an up-to-date list of 
upcoming Watch Parties and for more opportunities to engage from home.  

https://lecce-chong.com/flcathome
https://lecce-chong.com/flcathome
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Greetings, Guild members -  

  First and foremost, I hope 

you and your loved ones are all 

healthy and reasonably well 

during these trying and 

strange circumstances. I find it 

rather hard to fathom that just 

six weeks ago we were all looking forward to a 

busy spring full of Symphony and Guild related        

activities, all of which have now been set aside as 

our world deals with this generational health     

crisis.  

  I can only imagine how disappointed you all were 

to have to cancel Music in the Garden for this year, 

as I know how much work would have gone into 

the preparations thus far, and how you would have 

been looking forward to another successful event. 

Indeed, all of us on the Symphony administration 

team have been learning lessons in flexibility and 

forbearance as we too rethink and reschedule con-

certs, residencies, lessons, and more.  

  And even though we are not able to share these 

experiences with each other and the public, our 

team has been busy working to deliver on the   

Symphony’s mission of enriching lives through the 

power of music regardless. From what we have 

temporarily dubbed our ‘Remote Engagement    

Division,’ my colleagues and I have sought out new 

ways to reach our neighbors in Oregon, and       

perhaps beyond, by electronic means. Thus far, 

these include Francesco’s ‘Watch Parties’ (in which 

he curates video performances available on 

YouTube with real-time commentary on Facebook), 

additional broadcasts of recent concerts on KWAX-

FM, and the recently announced streaming video 

of our 2018 ‘Four  Seasons of the McKenzie River’ 

project [see below for information] which will be 

available to view by subscribers, donors, and      

recipients of our e-News communications until 

Tuesday, June 9. Plus we have more ideas in the 

works, so watch for updates from the Symphony’s 

communications team.  

  The reasons we are so avid to continue our work   

together, even during a time when our organic and 

collaborative art form is impossible, are many. Yes, 

we want to remain relevant and remind our       

patrons of the Symphony’s value in the community 

but more importantly, it is because it’s what we do.  

It is my devout belief that this power of music to 

unite us can never and will never be dimmed. A 

colleague at another orchestra recently shared a 

thought that has stuck with me, and provides me 

buoyancy throughout each of these difficult days: 

“The arts help us find ourselves, and to find each 

other, even in darkness.”  

  Thank you for your work, and for your care for 

each other and our community. I look forward to 

seeing you soon. 

My best, 

Scott 

 

Scott Freck 

Executive Director 

Saturday, April 25: Special Online Premiere  (Please note the date!) 

Eugene Symphony’s “The Four Seasons of the McKenzie River” concert, featuring The Four 
Seasons, violin concerto by Antonio Vivaldi with video and photos of the four seasons on the 

McKenzie River. This video will premiere on the ESA website. 

Prior to the premiere, Francesco will host a pre-concert talk on Eugene Symphony’s              

Facebook page starting at 7 p.m. PDT. He will also go live on Eugene Symphony’s Facebook 

page after the premiere, at approximately 8:15 p.m. PDT, to host a Q&A with viewers. 
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My heroes are few. There are certainly many people who stand out, stand up and do more 

but my odd perimeter for heroes is hard to define. To examine this during a time of an 

abundance of active, valiant and worthy heroes at large in our world it was odd I chose a 

person, named above, not actively doing any of the heroic activities although I am certain 

he is. He came again to mind recently with the sad news of the loss of his father.  

Still, as much as there is admiration and awe for the many struggling to help others, my      

bizarre twist to the inner depth of a hero is far from the picture of spontaneous aid in 

time of need. It is probably more the opposite; the long slow journey to an inner search, a 

singular, solo, oddly bizarre journey to a very different and most likely unknown goal. 

The solitude or singularity alone is probably enough to stop most. 

My unusual hero happens to be a musician. Now, for this piece I purposely avoided    

looking up his publicity material, his bio, and long list of albums and appearances. What 

I know of him personally is close to nil. I actually know someone who has played rounds 

of golf with him. I did not tell my friend he had walked on hallowed ground. 

The little I do know of this man is he is kind, a gentle and soft-spoken man with an  

abundance of talent with a trumpet. Secretly I have thought of his trumpet as a weapon 

of choice, like the Excalibur to his world. In his lifetime he would learn a field of music, 

excel at it, he would then turn to another music form and take it on and again excel. It 

seemed as if he would find a speck of something, an essence to follow and he would      

quietly take on the challenge or learning process and live in it for whatever time it took 

for him to know it, be in it, become it, then simply turn and share it with the world. It 

would be perfectly presented in its purest form with quiet grace.  

This man is good at blowing his horn. How did he get to the world of utmost horn?  Did 

he even know there was such a thing? Listening to this musician is perfection. To me, he 

had to have pursued something and in doing so found a place in himself that was silence, 

and like Yo Yo Ma, he removed himself from his music leaving only pure sound. To me it 

is his identifiable sound. Whatever that is or is called, it to me became something to aim 

for in my own journey in life. There is a place within which I believe has that pureness 

for each of us. 

May the joy and grace in his music be the beauty we all know and find within ourselves. 

It can be done. Then if we can next learn to share it freely like he does quietly making 

the world a better place. 

Judy England 

Personal Interludes—Wynton Marsalis 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjimpWQvtvaAhWhgVQKHbGOBTYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-433693.html&psig=AOvVaw1GhOGSVs6fQVrPPjyyb7c4&ust=1524953795014540


8 

Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

 

MAY 

“The only truth is music.”            

Jack Kerouac 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future reference.    

Current and past issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,                                         

https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/newsletter      Editor: Judy England 


