
  

P R E L U D E  
Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony              

Association through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 

Vol. XLVI, No. 4, December 2019 Eugene Symphony Guild Newsletter  

December Events, Places and Times 

The December Board meeting on Wednesday, December 11, 2 p.m.to 4 p.m., [please note the change of 
time] at Quail Run Clubhouse, 435 Covey Lane.  

There will be no General Membership meeting, instead we will have our Holiday gathering, a social 
time! Be sure to join us! 

* * * * * * * *  

The Holiday Party will be held Thursday, December 19, from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at the Oregon 

Electric Station,  27 East Fifth Street, Eugene,  541-485-4444  www.oesrestaurant.com  

Join us for our annual Holiday Party! Bring a guest, your partner, and celebrate the evening 

with Guild members, friends and supporters, with a no host bar and appetizers!                                               

 

ESG Board of Directors 2019-2020  

(L-R) Sylvia Kaufman, Secretary; Corky Hughes, Treasurer; Ginger Fifield, VP Fundraising;  Suzanne 

Shapiro, President; Juliet Bender, Executive Vice President; Carolyn Abbott, Past President; Jerril  

Nilson, VP Promotion. Jerril was installed at the November meeting by Carolyn Abbott above right.  

An Addition to the Board of Directors 

Carolyn Abbott, Ginger Fifield and Suzanne Shapiro met for lunch with Jerril Nilson. They talked 

about the vacant VP position of Promotion on our board and were able to convince Jerril to accept the 

job with a few qualifications. She may send in reports in lieu of attending board meetings and she does 

not have to form a committee and hold meetings. She already does some of the work included in that 

job and agreed to continue with a few added items and assistance from Ginger and Sue Ashton, as 

needed. Jerril was installed as a member of the Guild Board at the general meeting in November.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Friends, 

I want to take this              

opportunity to wish each and 

every one of you a happy   

holiday season no matter 

which holiday you observe 

and to all a happy and 

healthy 2020 from start to 

finish. I know that it can be a 

time of rushing and worrying about plans. We all 

need to stop and take a few slow deep breaths 

and remember what it is that we love about this 

time of year.  

I find that I take my home (house) for granted 

after living in it for 27 years. I still love the place 

I designed, but don’t really see it. So, lately I 

have been looking closely at the different rooms 

and seeing it as I first saw it (although that time 

was without furniture). I feel satisfaction, 

warmth and love for my house that I have not 

noticed I have felt for some years. I have been 

looking at the sunsets out my kitchen window 

more, watching the glow of the fire in the wood 

stove more and enjoying running my Australian 

shepherd up and down the stairs by throwing her  

 

toy balls up to the third floor loft. It may seem a 

small thing, but as we settle in for winter it 

makes a big difference.  

Not only am I grateful for my house in the    

country, but also my husband, my dog, my 

friends and the great music that I soak up at 

symphony concerts. I am excited to see children’s 

reactions at youth concerts and family concerts 

as well as trying instruments at the Petting 

Zoos. I am thankful that I am able to help in 

small ways the great staff in the ESA office. I 

know we are all grateful for the talent and      

dedication of this staff and the musical talents of 

our orchestra musicians. And lest I forget, I am 

thankful for our wonderful conductor. 

I wish all of us in the Guild good health,         

happiness, and success in our fundraising      

ventures this coming New Year. I am thankful 

for the support and help of all of the Eugene 

Symphony Guild members and am very much 

looking forward to seeing what Musical Chairs 

Parties we dream up and how our Music in the 

Garden will turn out on a warm, sunny Sunday.   

Suzanne  

Monday, December 9 – Symphony Happy Hour  

First National Tap House – 51 W. Broadway – 5:00 - 6:30 p.m., Enjoy a beverage, socialize, play 

Symphony Bingo 

Tuesday, December  10  – Piano Master Class,  

Aristo Sham, piano  at The Studio – 4:00-5:30 p.m.                                                                                 

Wednesday, December  11 –  Symphony Yoga  - 2 p.m.                                                                                            

Wild Light Yoga Center – 820 Charnelton Avenue,  Stretch and relax to music with yoga              

instructor and French horn player Lydia Van Dreel. 

Thursday, December 12  – Symphony Night     

Guild Concert Preview - The Studio – 6:30 - 7:00  p.m. ,  Jessica Cottis, Conductor, introducing 

Aristo Sham, Piano;  Symphony performance – Silva Hall - 7:30 p.m. 

ESA CONCERT WEEK ACTIVITIES—DECEMBER 
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SOCIAL NOTES and NEWS 
Armchair Travelers  There will no Armchair   

Travelers presentation in December. Stay tuned 

for our 2020 schedule of events. 

Book Notes: The book selection for December is  

My Family and Other Animals by Gerald          

Durrell. This is the first of a trilogy written by the 

youngest son of Louisa Durrell who took her    

English family of four children off to the Island of 

Corfu after her husband died in the mid 30's. It is 

a true story, and the TV series on PBS, “The      

Durrells in Corfu”, is based on this book. The  

meeting is at Carolyn Abbot’s house on Monday, 

December 9th at 7:00.  New people are invited;  

just call Carolyn, if you can join us. 

 

Mary Elma Shotts will host the Second Friday 

Guild Bridge group on Friday, December 13, at 

The Springs from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Our Social Hour will be the Guild Christmas 
Party scheduled for Thursday, December 19.   
Plan on bringing your  Holiday Spirit to our 
lively event. . . . Note information on the 
front page of this Prelude. 

 

 

It was announced recently that one of the perks of 

being a Symphony season ticket holder, is taking 

Symphony Yoga classes for $8 each. Additional 

concert tickets for friends can be purchased at a 

10% discount by season subscribers.                 

Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these    

Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m.: December 

3, 10 and 17.  If you are new to the group, please 

call Nancy Holloman to be added to the email    

notification of the starting point. Walks begin in 

different places each week and are usually on level 

ground.  

On January 28, 2020, the restaurant Cornicopia 

will have the Eugene Symphony Guild Day, giving  

20% from purchase to the Guild when you mention 

us. With their third restaurant opening in     

Springfield soon, this is a wonderful benefit.      

Remember to mention the Guild when you go there 

for this benefit on this day. Watch for more        

information and a flyer next month. 

There are opportunities for  members to help the 
Guild by representing the Guild at lobby tables at 
three to four concerts this season. This is a great 
opportunity to talk up the Guild to patrons who 
stop by, and promote membership to those         
interested. Volunteer to help when you can. 

To Show Our Appreciation 

The Guild is fortunate to have acquired meeting space for our General  

Membership Meetings at Elmer's Restaurant at Valley River. We've met 

there three times and the staff have been easy to work with and helpful, the 

room is a fair size and cozy, and food is good. Best of all, there is no charge 

for the room plus they have not charged us for coffee. 

Some members go to Elmer's for meals other than our meetings. When you 

do go there for meals with friends or family, please let the receptionist know 

that the Symphony Guild appreciates their allowing us to use the 

room. Also, keep Elmer's in mind when you are choosing a place to go for 

breakfast or lunch.  

LET'S STAY IN TOUCH 

If you know of a Guild member who is sick, having surgery, or just needs some cheer, please 

let Sylvia Kaufman know so she can send a card or make a call.   
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    DECEMBER CONCERT PREVIEWS 

On December 12 we will welcome Australian/

British guest conductor Jessica Cottis, conductor 

of the Glasgow New Music Expedition.  She has 

been hailed as charismatic and “One to 

Watch.” (The Times)  It will be exciting to have 

her lead our Symphony in this concert. 

French Romantic composer Berlioz composed the 

lively Le Corsaire Overture while on vacation in 

Nice. The title refers to a poem by Lord Byron 

about a romantic hero who becomes a pirate. Our 

guest conductor calls it “swashbuckling.” 

Our soloist for the next work is Aristo Sham, who 

was born in Hong Kong and began studies at the 

Hong Kong Academy at age six.  Since then he 

has been hailed as a prodigy and has performed 

all over the world, including for dignitaries such 

as Prince Charles and the Queen of Belgium.  He 

has been featured in the television production 

“The World’s Greatest Musical Prodigies.” 

Aristo will be performing Prokofiev’s Piano    
Concerto No. 3 which was completed after eight 

years of work and premiered in Chicago in 1921 

with Prokofiev as soloist. Our soloist calls it “26 

minutes of partying, both for the performers and 

the audience…”  We can look forward to an      

interesting and exhilarating first half of this  

concert. 

After intermission we will hear Saint-Saens  

Symphony No. 3, “Organ,” which is not actually a 

symphony for organ, but one in which the organ 

does play a role, sometimes along with piano, to 

create piano four hands.  The drama of this huge 

work brings our concert to a satisfying             

conclusion.  Sandra Weingarten 

STAY TUNED… Heads up for our January Concert. Mark your calendars for our January 23rd     

concert featuring works by Brahms and Sibelius. Guest Artist will be violinist Elina Vahala. 

* * * * * * *  

Join us for a fundraiser at any of the three Cornucopia locations  

Tuesday January 28th! 

20% of proceeds from those who present our flyer* will go to 

 Eugene Symphony Guild. 

(Dine in, Take-out, Delivery and Gift Cards count too!) 

295 W. 17th Avenue, and 207 E. 5th Ave. Eugene, 521 Main Street in Springfield  

Call 541-485-2300 for Delivery 

***Flyer will be in January issue*** 

THANK YOU! 

A huge THANK YOU to the Guild members who volunteered at the November 12 Youth Concert 

and also made the non-Guild members feel welcome. Additional thanks to the Phone Committee – 

Sylvia, Pat, Glenda and Phyllis. Thanks also for help at the registration tables and cloak room – 

Darian, Doreen, Edna and Bev. Special Thanks to Betsy and Suzanne for help and support in too 

many ways to list. 

I would also like to thank E.S.A. Education Director Katy Vizdal for her hard work in organizing 

all elements of the concert. She is the person responsible for coordinating everything, and she has 

been a true pleasure to work with.  Sandra W. 
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Hello, Guild members!                             

As I write this, I am five weeks in as 

Acting Executive Director while 

Scott is on sabbatical. I’ll get back to 

what he’s been learning and what 

I’ve been learning, as well, after a 

quick introduction of who I am.  

From an early age, I was involved in the performing 

arts, from piano to dance, choir, band, and theater. I 

was raised in Arizona but frequently visited extended 

family who have lived here in Eugene for more than 30 

years. We would always plan our summer visits to    

coincide with The Shedd’s Festival of American Music, 

where I would sit in the Hult Center in awe of the    

basket-weave splendor above me and the incredible  

performances on stage. I interned on the administration 

team of the performing arts center in my hometown the 

summer prior to moving to Eugene to attend University 

of Oregon, and then also interned at The Shedd once I 

was a student here. After graduating from UO (Go 

Ducks!), my career began at a local marketing firm.  

In 2014, Scott hired me as Eugene Symphony’s        

Marketing Director, which was my dream job,          

combining both my personal interests and my            

professional expertise. I served in that role for four   

seasons, including the extraordinary 50th Anniversary 

Season. In fall of 2018, I made a challenging decision to 

expand my career experience and accepted an           

opportunity to join local power company Lane Electric 

Cooperative as its Marketing & Public Relations     

Manager. Working in the utility industry was            

eye-opening, especially during the historic February     

snowstorm that knocked out power for LEC members 

for up to two weeks. While I loved the challenge of 

learning something entirely new, I realized fairly  

quickly that I missed working in arts administration. 

Scott and I had stayed connected and when he offered 

me the opportunity to return in a new role as Associate 

Executive Director to oversee both the marketing and 

development departments, I (obviously) said yes! 

So here I am. Home where I belong. And I am so    

grateful and humbled to have received a warm welcome 

back. While the work days can be long, it truly is an 

honor and a pleasure to work with creative and        

dedicated colleagues on both the admin team and Board 

of Directors to support our talented musicians and the 

work they do in the concert hall and beyond to enrich 

lives through the power of music.                             

While Scott’s been away sharpening his axe, I’ve also 

been sharpening mine. Serving as Acting Executive  

Director has been a phenomenal growth opportunity   

as I’ve learned more about the operations of our            

organization. Here’s a line-up of what’s gone on in just a 

few weeks (the summary: a lot of meetings and events!)   

-Executive Committee of the Board 

-Endowment Committee 

-Education & Community Engagement Committee 

-Governance Committee 

-Finance Committee 

-Gala Committee (x2) 

-Board Meeting 

-Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back on Nov. 2, 

complete with costume contest  

-Youth Concerts on Nov. 12 – Thank you to all of 

you who volunteered – we couldn’t corral all 

3,000+ elementary school kiddos without you! 

-The Nov. 14 Mozart’s Requiem concert, along with 

associated activities that week including:    

Symphony Happy Hour, Symphony Yoga, cello 

master class, vocal master class, Eugene     

Symphony Guild Concert Preview, and         

post-concert reception for Founders Society   

donors with orchestra and chorus members. 

-Dinner with the Maestro – a benefit event for     

donors who give $5,000 or more annually. 

Phew! I can speak on behalf of our entire admin team 

when I say we are looking forward to some rest during 

a few days off for Thanksgiving. 

Scott returns to the office the week of December 2.     

He tells me that he has learned a lot from the                

Strategic Management course he’s been taking and the 

visits he’s had with other orchestras. He plans to apply 

his take-aways to inform strategy for Eugene          

Symphony’s future. I, personally, am very interested to 

hear more details upon his return and believe that his 

strengthened skillset will greatly benefit the             

organization. 

I know that both Scott and I look forward to seeing you 

at The “Organ” Symphony concert on December 12.  

Thank you for all you do for the Eugene Symphony 

Guild to benefit Eugene Symphony!  

Warm holiday wishes, 

Lindsey McCarthy 

Acting Executive Director                                              

lindsey.mccarthy@eugenesymphony.org 
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The Laura Avery Visiting Masters program   

provides aspiring professional and student    

musicians in the southern Willamette Valley 

with opportunities to develop their skills 

through master classes, workshops and     

demonstrations by distinguished guest artists 

from the Eugene Symphony's season.  

All master classes are free and open to the   
public. 

DECEMBER 10, 2019  

Piano Master Class  

Aristo Sham, piano  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts  

JANUARY 21, 2020  

Violin Master Class  

Elina Vahala, violin  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts    

FEBRUARY 12, 2020  

Piano Master Class  

Jeffrey Kahane, piano  
12:00-2:00 pm | Beall Hall, University of Oregon School 
of Music and Dance  

 

MARCH 17, 2020  

Piano Master Class  

Daniel Hsu, piano, 4:00- 5:30 pm                                                  

The Studio, Hult Center for the Performing Arts                                 

APRIL 21, 2020  

Viola Master Class  

Roberto Diaz, viola  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts  

MAY 12, 2020  

Cello Master Class  

Joshua Roman, cello  

4:00-5:30 pm | The Studio, Hult Center for the    

Performing Arts  
 

Interested in participating in a Master Class?  

Contact Katy Vizdal,                                       

Education & Community Engagement Director 

at katy.vizdal@eugenesymphony.org, or call           

541-687-9487 x 1116. 

 

Laura Avery Visiting Masters- 2019/20 Master Class Schedule 

Symphony Yoga Continues December 11 at Wild Light Yoga Center 

Join Eugene Symphony horn player and certified yoga instructor Lydia Van Dreel for a classical   

music-themed yoga class, featuring music selected from upcoming concerts. December’s class will be 

set to a soundtrack of Saint-Saens, Prokofiev and Berlioz. Each class offers slow, gentle yoga        

suitable for all body types and all levels of experience.  

8-9 a.m. Wednesdays preceding a Symphony performance, $8 for Symphony subscribers,                

$10 for public 
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The beauty of music, the blessings and benefits of music 

are all reasons for our fundraising for the Eugene    

Symphony; our “raison d’etre”, [reason-to-be] a Guild. 

But we do not just stand aside and simply watch and 

listen. 

To sit in an auditorium or park and listen to some of the 

world’s most exquisite music is a gift. Rarer is the     

actual opportunity on any level to participate in this 

phenomenon; playing or singing classical music at its 

finest, highest level. In the eighth grade I was in the 

chorus and sang Christmas songs with the school      

orchestra. We were hardly talented but it is a memory I 

have, that and my shoe heel breaking and my up and 

down walk onto the stage with the glee club snickering.  

This makes my awe of those who, with a full               

professional orchestra commanded by a world-class    

conductor, belt out the beauty of Mozart to a full and 

adoring audience. I privately hope they have their own 

awe, their own worries, and even their own private    

giggles. I share with you my request made to Suzanne 

Shapiro and Sandra Weingarten, who each share their 

experiences in the chorus of November’s program,       

Mozart’s Requiem Mass. 

“As one of the chorus members who just sang the       

Mozart Requiem under the direction of Maestro      

Francesco Lecce-Chong with the Eugene Symphony, 

there are many moments to reflect on. First are the 

many rehearsals that we went through under the      

capable direction of Dr. Melissa Brunkan which          

successfully prepared us for the performance; second are 

the orchestra rehearsals on Silva stage and third, the 

performance itself. 

“For two nights a week for four weeks, Sunday and 

Thursday, we gathered for two hours to rehearse first in 

detail half the score and later to polish the entire work 

in our two hours. As an older singer with limited high 

notes the amount of soprano high notes in the Mozart 

score was taxing after the first hour of singing and I 

wondered if I should have moved to the alto section, but 

I knew that in performance when it all is sung straight 

through it would be easier. Melissa gave clear direction 

and was a pleasure to work with.  

“After those four weeks we moved from the School of 

Music to the Hult Center for the two orchestra           

rehearsals before the performance. Now we worked   

intensively with Francesco making sure that we gave 

him everything that he wanted from us. We would 

watch for his smiles or looks of concern as our            

barometer.  

 

“We received additional comments from him in the form 

of notes in our next warm up session with Melissa. We 

wrote note after note in our scores to remind ourselves 

while singing.  

“I was lucky enough to have been in the Oregon Bach 

Festival Chorus during many of the Helmut Rilling 

years which included the year that the Festival        

commissioned Robert Levin, a world-renowned Mozart 

scholar, to write a complete version of the Requiem. 

[Mozart died before he could finish it and a student of 

his, Sussmeier, completed it at the widow’s request, but 

did not do a good job.] I swear that Francesco was   

channeling Rilling during the performance. Several of 

his expressions and gestures made me think I was    

seeing Rilling conducting again. The reaction of      

Francesco to our performance and the audience      

standing, cheering applause were thrilling and          

satisfying after giving our physical and vocal all to the 

music.” Suzanne Shapiro 

“Dr. Melissa Brunkan was meticulous in preparing the 

chorus for presenting Mozart’s Requiem with the     

Symphony. Francesco was so clear in his direction that I 

hardly needed to look at my music. The orchestra was 

also rehearsed to perfection.  

“Now all is ready for the concert. No need to be nervous, 

right? Not so! There are all sorts of mishaps that can 

happen during a performance. 

“Here is what did NOT happen during the concert. I did 

not trip on my dress walking onstage. I did not drop my 

music on the timpanist’s head, (although it was       

tempting!)  I did not have a coughing/sneezing fit during 

the performance. I think I sang all the right notes. OK, 

so I did once unconsciously scratch my nose even after 

being instructed not to and I did once put the final “t” of 

a word in the wrong place. Did you notice? I’m sure    

everyone did. And I am sure no one else did anything 

similar. 

“All in all, the performance went well, and we were all 

pleased, especially with the reaction of the audience. It 

was a thrilling evening, and I felt that I had earned my 

glass of champagne afterward.” Sandra Weingarten 

May the season bring you music and joy, the best      

holiday cheer, Seasons Greetings, and Shalom. Editor 

MOZART FROM THE RISERS 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is delivered to your email for future          

reference. Current and past issues of the Prelude can be found on the Guild website,   

https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/membership/newsletter    Editor: Judy England 

DECEMBER 
"Music was my refuge. I could crawl into the space               

between the notes and curl my back to loneliness."             

Maya Angelou 


