
  

 

Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony Association 

through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 
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P R E L U D E  

March Guild Events 

The Board meeting will be March 13, at 1 p.m., Westminster Presbyterian Church. The next 

General Membership meeting will be held on Wednesday March 20, 10:30 a.m. with a 10:15 

social, at the Masonic Lodge, 2777 Martin Luther King Boulevard, Eugene.  

Recruiting and fundraising are topics to be discussed, event planning conversations are 

starting and we have much work ahead. Watch for news on page six of a recruiting event in 

March with news also posted on the website and in E-Blasts. 

SANDRA IS CALLING ALL YOUTH CONCERT VOLUNTEERS! 

Good Fortune knocks!  This is your opportunity to participate in one of our Guild’s signature 

support activities. This is your chance to see and hear the result of this year’s Link Up       

program, “The Orchestra Rocks”. This is your latest opportunity to listen to another of our 

great Youth Concerts. And it is also your next opportunity to wear a silly hat and share a lot 

of smiles! Pictured here are the happy troopers at the November, 2018 Youth Concert. If you 

have not already signed up for a time to help on March 19, please contact Sandra 

Weingarten, swfawnridgeor@yahoo.com, and take advantage of this charming event. 

Also coming up, the Eugene Symphony Guild Young Artist Competition will be held on     

Sunday, April 14, 2019 in the Frohnmayer Music Building at the University of Oregon.     

Contact Katy Vizdal at katy.vizdal@eugenesymphony.org  for information concerning            

volunteering to aid with sign ins and guides. 

mailto:swfawnridgeor@yahoo.com
mailto:katy.vizdal@eugenesymphony.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Friends, 

THINK SPRING! It is 

coming; This March. 

Several of us had a good 

time at the Eugene    

Symphony Gala and had 

a chance to hear some 

pretty remarkable stories of how the   

Eugene Symphony has a tremendously 

positive effect on children who attend the 

Youth Concerts. The teacher from the   

Siuslaw School spoke so eloquently of 

how her students, who had never been to 

a symphony concert, were very moved by 

the experience. This is one big reason for 

our support of our orchestra. The next 

Youth Concert is scheduled for Tuesday, 

March 19. There will be performances at 

10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.. Ushers are 

needed for one or both performances    

depending on a person’s schedule and   

physical condition. Please sign up when 

called or, better yet, call or email Sandra 

Weingarten in advance and let her know 

that you want to share this experience 

and will usher at one or both              

performances. It is a life changing       

experience. 

I think many of you enjoy the monthly 

meetings and social groups and          

fundraising events, but none of these 

things will happen if the remaining    

openings on the Board of Directors or 

committee 

chairs go  

unfilled.           

Please commit to at least one                

organizational project to keep our Guild 

going, providing valuable support to our 

Symphony. We are now looking for        

co-chairs for Musical Chairs and Music 

in the Garden. Some exciting planning 

has already been done for these events 

and that is the hard part. The rest is the    

organizing. We need many of you to step 

up and join the team. Please contact me 

today and let me know you are              

interested in volunteering. Stay tuned 

for the new fundraising plan for next 

Fall – it is new and exciting. 

I wish to thank those members who have 

stepped up to help contribute goodies for 

our membership meetings and help with 

set up and clean up. It is all much        

appreciated. I am hoping that a woman 

from the Oregon Cultural Trust will 

meet with us this March and that     

Francesco will talk about the upcoming 

season at our April or May meeting. If 

you are  driving to a Guild meeting 

please check with friends in the Guild 

who may not be able to drive themselves 

and offer a ride as well as a reminder of 

the meeting. Remember to bring up to 

five books to give away in the book box 

just outside the meeting room door. I 

hope to see many of you at the March 

meeting. 

— Suzanne 

President’s Message 

In Memory of Kay Hansen 

A meeting was held with Suzanne Shapiro, Carolyn Abbott, Sandra Weingarten, Corky 

Hughes and Nancy Holloman on Saturday, February 16, to discuss the Young Artist 

scholarship. The result of the meeting was that the Guild would donate the $1,500 for 

scholarships as usual, but designate the $1,000 awarded to the Senior First Place winner 

as donation in memory of Kay Hansen. We will ask the Eugene Symphony Association to 

add that to the "presentation check" and we will make up a certificate to give to the First 

Place winner along with the check.  

The Hansen family will be notified of the event and the designation of the First Place 

award. 
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SOCIAL NOTES 

 

 

Armchair Travelers will be held at Bonnie 

Fromhold’s home on the fourth Monday, 

March 25. The speaker will be Phyllis Villec, 

on Austria and Germany. 

Book Notes will meet on the second Monday 

of the month, March 11 at 7:00 p.m., for           

discussion of Eugene Civic Stadium by Joe 

Blakely. The hostess for March is Sandra  

Harland at Terpening Terrace. Please call or 

email Sandy if you have questions. Also, on 

April 8, the discussion of Last Bus to Wisdom 

by Ivan Doig will be hosted at the home of 

Glenda Hay. 

 

The Second Friday Guild Bridge group will 

meet on Friday, March 8, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

at the home of Susan Greenwald. Please call 

Susan to reserve your place.  

 

 

 

 

Weekly Walking Hour is scheduled for these 

Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 a.m., 

March 5, 12, 19 and 26. If you are new to the 

group, place call Nancy Holloman to be added 

to the email notification of the starting point.     

Walks begin in different places each week and 

are usually on level ground. Please note the 

9:30 time change from previous walking 

hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bar Hopping enthusiasts will 

gather at 4:30 p.m. on March 7, 

at Sweet Cheeks Fifth Street 

Public Market Tasting Room  

located at 248 East Fifth Street, 

Suite 25. The telephone of the 

Tasting Room is 541-600-8972 if 

you need help with  directions.   

Please join us as we explore new 

venues and enjoy this special 

monthly social time with one  

another. Our group is growing! 

Hope to see you there! 

Joining the fun with Bar     

Hopping enthusiasts are (L—R) 

Inga West, Sue Ashton, Edwena 

Matychuck, Nancy Holloman, 

Priscilla Roe, Carolyn Abbott 

and Betsy Patton. 

Welcome All Guild Members! 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/514395588675090141/
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Who knew that the Manhattan Project (the 

creation of the atomic bomb) would be a      

subject for opera?  Leave it to John Adams, 

one of America’s most important and interest-

ing contemporary composers. In his opera, 

Dr. Atomic, he portrays the emotional and 

moral struggle of Robert Oppenheimer as he         

simultaneously works on this creation and  

considers its implications. The symphony 

based on this opera is now frequently          

performed in the concert hall. 

Our concert opens with the Manfred Overture 

by Robert Schumann, the most widely played 

part of a larger work, Manfred: Dramatic     
Poem with Music in Three Parts, which is 

based on a poem by Lord Byron. Music         

Director Francesco Lecce-Chong chose it as 

the character of Manfred’s agony over his 

past actions that led to the death of his       

beloved has resonance with Oppenheimer’s 

inner turmoil. 

After intermission, the mood will change from 

dark to sublime as we listen to Brahms Violin 

Concerto, his only such piece for violin, and  

 

 

which he dedicated to his friend Joseph        

Joachim. When the work was premiered in 

Leipzig in 1879, reaction was mixed; however 

when it was later played in Vienna, it was   

received rapturously, and has taken its place 

as one of the “great” concerti. 

At the age of 18, our soloist Julian Rhee is   

already an accomplished and award-winning 

violinist. Born in Wisconsin, he began playing 

violin at the age of five after listening to his 

older sister.  He is the 2018 U. S. Presidential   

Scholar in the Arts as well as Johansen        

International Competition first place winner, 

class president and Wisconsin Intergenera-

tional Orchestra Mentor. He has since been        

admitted to Harvard, and is undecided on 

what he wants to study besides music. What 

a treat it will be to hear this gifted young 

man play! 

Be sure to attend the Guild sponsored      

Concert Preview in Studio One at 6:30 p.m., 

prior to the concert. — Sandra Weingarten 

 

 

March Concert Preview 

(AND, STAY TUNED …..)   April Concert Alert! Our April 18 concert features          

compositions by Scriabin embellished by light and movement created by the Harmonic        

Library. Mark your calendars for this musical adventure! 

Symphony Yoga Continues! 

Grab your yoga mat and join up for this classical music themed 
yoga class, featuring music selected from upcoming Eugene Sym-
phony performances. This class is a slow, gentle yoga class suita-
ble for all body types and all levels of experience. Like other styles 
of yoga, gentle yoga can relieve stress, increase flexibility, enhance 
range of motion, calm the mind and more. Lydia Van Dreel, is a 
registered yoga teacher trained at Wild Light Yoga Center and a 
student of Jess Dion. Lydia plays horn in the Eugene Symphony. 
This class is a partnership between the Eugene Symphony and 
Wild Light Yoga Center, class fee: $15 General / $10 for Symphony 
Subscribers (Subscribers will be emailed the discount code) (541) 
349-9642. Ask for the Symphony Guild discount. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=wild+light+yoga+center&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-1
https://www.google.com/search?q=wild+light+yoga+center&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-1
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Greetings, Guild members, 

The days are getting longer! 

The rain is getting warmer! 

Spring looms large! Huzzah! 

 

In March life in Symphonyland is as busy as 

ever, particularly in the middle of the month. 

At 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

March 19, we will host nearly 3,000              

elementary school students for “The Orchestra 

Rocks,” the culminating Youth Concert for our 

Link Up music curriculum. Of course, we can’t 

do it without you! Thanks as ever for your   

expert ushering and kid wrangling skills. 

 

Later that same day, we will announce all of 

the exciting details of our 54th concert season 

that begins next September. Music Director 

and Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong and 

our administrative team have been scheming 

and dreaming a truly spectacular year of 

meaningful and compelling concert programs. 

One key feature will be a multi-concert         

exploration of the magical cycle that follows 

when an artist’s individual creativity leads to 

connections between people, which in turn 

builds a stronger community. To illustrate 

that cycle, we have developed key              

partnerships and collaborations both here in 

Eugene and from across the country. We will 

also hear familiar and beloved music by such 

 

 

 

 

 

luminaries as Tchaikovsky, Beethoven,      

Mozart, Ravel, Rossini, Vivaldi, and many 

more. Watch your mailboxes for an invitation. 

Then, there’s the small matter of the        

Symphonic series concert just two days later 

on March 21. It is a moving and powerful   

program that features one of the greatest    

orchestral works of the past quarter-century 

(John Adams’ Doctor Atomic Symphony) 

alongside one of the sunniest and most        

satisfying instrumental solo works ever     

written, Johannes Brahms’s Violin Concerto. 

The latter features an 18-year-old             

wunderkind named Julian Rhee, who      

Francesco says is destined to be one of the   

giants of our time. Join us! 

 

My best, 

Scott 

 

Eugene Symphony 2018/19 Season 

Laura Avery Visiting Masters Classes    

(Tuesdays of concert weeks) 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 

MARCH 19, 2019 

Julian Rhee, violin 

The Studio, Hult Center for the Performing Arts 

APRIL 16, 2019  

Christopher Taylor, piano 

Beall Hall, University of Oregon School of Music 

and Dance 

If you are interested in participating in a Master 

Class, contact Katy Vizdal, 541-687-9487 x116 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjimpWQvtvaAhWhgVQKHbGOBTYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-433693.html&psig=AOvVaw1GhOGSVs6fQVrPPjyyb7c4&ust=1524953795014540
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Music in the Garden 2019 - Notes 

Music in the Garden Tour of five lovely        

gardens will be on June 9, 2019. 

The Garden Party will be on the grounds of 

Willamette Oaks, June 7. 

 

Musical Chairs - Notes 

Look for a progressive dinner in the  

Whiteaker, a return of the Murder Mystery 

Dinner, and a New Orleans/Cajun Dinner at 

the Tate.  

Other parties in the works include a wine 

tasting, a trip to Ferns’ Goat Dairy in Lowell, 

a tour of the Hult, Bernie Bopp’s talk of the 

space program, a music concert, a Chico’s 

trunk show and more.    

To attract younger attendees and people that 

are working we will try to schedule parties on 

weekends and evenings. 

Restaurant Fund Raisers - Notes 

We will have a fundraiser withCornucopia re-

straunts, Tuesday, July 23. Twenty percent of  

all food purchased by patrons that mention 

the Eugene Symphony Guild on that date will 

be donated to us.    

Look for announcements of similar opportuni-

ties at other restaurants or businesses in the 

future. 

 

Fall Fundraiser-Kitchen Tour - Notes 

Suggested date is Sunday, October 27, with 

interesting and remodeled kitchens, with our 

infamous sweet shop, vendors,  a raffle, and  

of course, music. 

 

March is Grow the Guild Month 

Our Strategic Planning Committee has set a goal of ten new members this year. To that end 

we have planned a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day Coffee for prospective members on Saturday 

March 9 at Francee Hillyer’s lovely home in Spyglass. 

To reach our goal we need YOU to provide us with names and addresses of any and all      

potential members. Who do you know who is new to the community, or recently retired,       

perhaps with energy and enthusiasm for the arts in Eugene?  The Eugene Symphony Guild 

may be a perfect fit for that person. Who do you know who is looking for a new outlet for 

their skills? The Guild will welcome them!  Nancy Holloman 

BANDING              

TOGETHER 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq3Z_svtvaAhVJx1QKHZbrChAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scheldapen.be%2F%3Faction%3Dagenda%26day%3D27%26month%3D04%26year%3D2012&psig=AOvVaw1GhOGSVs6fQVrPPjyyb7c4&ust=1524953
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On the passing of Marilyn Kays — 

Marilyn was a gracious, fun spirited lady who accepted everyone with an open heart. She shared 

many stories that touched our hearts, made us cry and made us laugh. Even when her health  

became a challenge, she still had a warm smile. Her decades of contributions to the Guild and the 

Eugene Symphony Board are deeply appreciated. — Inga West 

She was surrounded by all seven of her children who had flown in from all over the country. The 

memorial service will be mid-March at the Methodist Church. 

Guild Gala Glamor  L-R: Nancy Holloman, Melva Boles, 

Carolyn  Abbott, Suzanne Shapiro, Chris Johnson Volunteer Edwena Matychuck, received a          

certificate of recognition, and a tiara, certifying 

her outstanding contribution for the 2018 Fall   

Festival silent auction, in leveraging notable 

Photo on Right: Guest   

speaker at the February 

Guild meeting was Stephanie 

Domurant, Marketing and 

Communications Director for 

the Eugene Symphony             

Association. 

And Photo on Left:            

Musician of the Month, Tyler 

Abbott with his double bass. 

He delighted the attendees 

with a beautiful duet with 

accompanying piano. 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

“Music in the soul can be heard by the 

universe.” ― Lao Tzu 

Monthly Meeting Refreshment Roster :   

                                                                            
March:  Carolyn Abbott, Judy England                              

April:   Sue Ashton, Ginger Bopp,               

  Karen Ailor                                

May:    Pat Ross, Sandy Harland,           

  Bonnie Fromhold 

Many thanks to those who bring a plate of  

goodies (fruit, crackers and cheese, cookies) to 

share. Any questions contact Ada Weeks. 

The “Brunch Brass”  for the Guild meetings are 
the people who come early or stay late to pitch 
in and help with the various hostess tasks, 
share the simple chores, and have a few laughs! 
Dry some dishes, cover the tables, set out some 
plates, and visit with friends or make new ones. 
Bravo to you all! 

BREAKFAST CHIMES 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude 
when it is delivered to your email for     
future  reference. Current and past issues 
of the Prelude can be found on the Guild 
website, https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/
membership/newsletter 

Music In Art 

It’s my pleasure to announce my  

painting called Lively Quartet        
Harmonics was chosen to be on a 2019-

2020 Chamber Amici brochure along 

with three others.  

The winners have cash awards. The 

painting is presently on display with 

the ten of us that were semi-finalists. 

It is at the Emerald Art Center in 

Springfield and a copy will be on      

display at Cascade Manor.  

Linda Cummens 

MARCH 


