
  

 

Mission Statement: The Eugene Symphony Guild supports the Eugene Symphony Association 

through fundraising, community education, and volunteer services. 
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P R E L U D E  

November Meeting Schedule 

Board of Directors: November 14, at 1 p.m.,            

Westminster Church at Coburg and Harlow, Eugene.  

November and December General Meeting 

Changes       

The November General Membership meeting scheduled for November 21 has been cancelled 

due to the proximity of Thanksgiving the following day. The next scheduled Membership 

meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 16, 2019. December we will have a Holiday  

Party instead of the general meeting, on Wednesday, December 12, from 4 - 6 p.m., at          

Territorial Vineyards in Eugene. The December Prelude will have all the details.  

Look at this group of happy and excited volunteers. You may have learned in the previous 

month’s Prelude what goes on behind the scenes in preparation for these extraordinary           

educational programs. 

We would love to have you join us for all the fun as we greet hundreds of excited students from 

schools across Oregon and introduce them to our wonderful Eugene Symphony. Please let me 

know that you want to help! Sandra, swfawnridgeor@yahoo.com, 541 466-3247 

“MEET THE ORCHESTRA”, Tuesday, November 13, 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., Hult Center 

mailto:swfawnridgeor@yahoo.com
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Our Fall Harvest Festival 

fundraiser will have          

occurred by the time this 

Prelude comes out and will 

have been a big success, of 

course. We had a chance to 

remember members who 

have passed away during this past year and 

whom we hold in our hearts. An annual       

donation was made to the Eugene Symphony 

Association at our October meeting to honor 

them. There is a special memoriam for Kay 

Hanson written by Connie Regali, on the back 

page of this Prelude. 

Now there is a little time to take a breath 

with the winter holidays fast approaching. 

The November Membership meeting is      

cancelled due to the fact that it was scheduled 

the day before Thanksgiving. There will still 

be a Board meeting on November 14 to assess 

how we did in our season’s first fundraiser. 

Please sign up to usher at the Youth Concert 

on Tuesday, November 13. There is magic in 

the air as all the youthful energy arrives at 

the Hult Center and fills Silva Hall. Then 

their faces really light up as they experience 

the program and excitedly talk about it on  

 

 

their way out to their busses after. If you 

know anyone who might want to participate 

with us let Sandra Weingarten know. After 

all, we get to wear these cool feathered hats 

and carry a sign. 

There is a change in the date of the member’s 

Holiday party. It will now be held on     

Wednesday, December 12, at Territorial  

Vineyards from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Board    

members have volunteered to bring appetizers 

and there will be music and wine for sale. We 

also offer an invitation to our friends in the     

Symphony office and the Eugene Symphony 

Board who would like to join us that evening. 

We are planning a membership drive after the 

first of the year. Consider inviting a relative, 

neighbor, friend or acquaintance to join us in 

March for a special social time in addition to 

our membership meeting. By that time, we 

should all be excitedly engaged in planning for 

Music in The Garden and the Musical Chairs 

parties rounding out this busy season.          

Suzanne 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

RIVER WALKING? 

There’s a new activity 

in the Guild. Every 

week there is a     

walking tour planned 

and anyone can join in 

by contacting Nancy 

Holloman. There is a       

different walk each 

week. Find more              

information on page 

three. 

Feel free to print a copy 
of the Prelude when it is      
delivered to your email     
for future reference.       
Current and past issues 
of the Prelude can be 
found on the Guild   
website, https://
eugenesymphony-
guild.org/membership/
newsletter 
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Armchair Travelers will be held on the fourth 

Monday of the month, November 26, at 7:00 

p.m. at Bonnie Fromhold’s house. Guild    

member Karen Ailor will present her spring 

2018 trip to Israel and Jordan. Don’t miss this 

opportunity to learn about Petra, the famous 

archaeological site in Jordan’s southwestern 

desert. 

Book Notes will meet on the second Monday of 

the month, November 12, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

home of Nancy Holloman. Please call Nancy at 

541-228-1805 to RSVP. The discussion will be 

on Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind written by 

Ann B. Ross. Don't expect great literature, but 

do expect to be charmed. Hope to see you here.  

The Guild Bridge Group will meet on the    

second Friday of the month, November 9, at 

1:00 p.m. at the home of Bonnie Fromhold.  

Please call Bonnie at 541-686-0107 to RSVP. 

We are revamping the Social Hour. Interested 

in trying different Eugene bars? We will meet  

 

in the Oregon Electric Station bar on       

Thursday, November 8, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

The location is at 27 East Fifth Avenue.     

Happy Hour runs from 4 to 6 p.m., when there 

will be specials on drinks and snacks.        

Questions? Call Melva Boles at 431-954-7549. 

Several Guild members are Walking Tuesday 

Mornings for an hour, usually along the river.  

If you would like to join them, please call  

Nancy Holloman at 541-228-1805 to be added 

to the email notification of the 9:00 a.m.   

starting point. The walks are usually on level 

ground. See “Diary” above. 

Happy November Birthday’s! 

Melva Boles, Kaye Johnston, Saundra 

Murray,  Karen Olsen, Betty Lou Snyder, 

Cathie Staton. 

Roster Correction: Sandra Weingarten 

uses 541-466-3247 now and will not be 

using her second number, ending in       

—0519.  

SOCIAL NOTES 

Diary of a Tuesday Morning Walker 

Another gorgeous fall morning along the river.  

Slept late. Picked up coffee at Starbucks. Parked in 

Valley River parking lot at the foot bridge at nine 

o’clock. Waited five minutes then crossed the 

bridge and turned east. Walked past the            

community gardens and the rose garden. Stopped 

at the parking lot for the Skinners Butte children’s    

playground. A brisk 30 minute walk. Took my    

binoculars but saw nothing but ducks and geese.  

Who gives the command that sends an entire flock 

of snowy geese waddling casually toward the      

water? Took a small plastic bag and picked up a 

few candy wrappers and one soggy sock. Felt like a 

Good Citizen. Saw a young woman photographing 

up into a tree burning with scarlet leaves against a 

brilliant blue sky. Gave a bicyclist bad directions 

with good intentions. Hope he didn’t get too lost.  

No company this morning but four last week. 

It hasn’t rained on a Tuesday morning since we 

started these walks, knock on wood. To receive the 

email telling where to meet to join the next walk, 

call me, Nancy Holloman. 
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Greetings, Guild members, 

Fall has now apparently fallen, 

which means a couple of           

important things. 

First, it now means your Harvest 

Festival on Saturday, October 27 

is now behind you. At this writing it hasn’t      

happened yet but I am sure it was a rousing       

success! Well done and thanks for all of your work 

on it!  

 

Second, it means that our elementary school 

Youth Concerts are almost upon us. As always, we 

are deeply grateful for all of the invaluable help 

that the Guild offers for them; seating the        

children, guiding the teachers, whipping up        

enthusiasm, and more. This first set of two       

concerts, on Tuesday, November 13, promises to 

be a barn-burner, as we are truly fortunate to 

have multi-GRAMMY Award-winning               

contemporary ensemble Eighth Blackbird in the 

house. This astonishing sextet of virtuoso          

musicians have traveled the globe and conquered 

every conceivable genre, and together with Music 

Director and Conductor Francesco Lecce-Chong 

have crafted a fantastic program called “Meet the 

Orchestra.” In it we’ll hear all the different       

sections coming together to build that                

incomparable sound, and also learn about the 

power of teamwork. If you haven’t signed up yet to 

help out, please reach out to your intrepid         

volunteer extraordinaire Sandra Weingarten.      

 

Two days later, on Thursday, November 15, 

Eighth Blackbird joins the orchestra again for our 

third Symphonic series concert of the season, 

called “Birds of a Feather.” It’s a tale of two 

halves, really, as the first centers on group of       

instrumental concertos written nearly 300 years 

apart – J.S. Bach’s bubbling Brandenburg       

Concerto No. 3 and then Jennifer Higdon’s On a 

Wire, written especially for the mind-blowing    

instrumentalists of Eighth Blackbird. You have   

never heard or seen anything quite like it, as at 

one point all six players reach into the piano to 

pluck and scrape its strings.  

 

Then, after intermission are two more works with 

something in common; a set of six German     

dances by Mozart and then the complete ballet 

score from Leonard Bernstein’s Fancy Free, which 

really launched his composing career in 1944. The 

through-line is that both are what Francesco calls 

“street music”—  by, for, and of the people.        

Mozart’s dances are not rarefied courtly affairs, 

but rather peasant stock that would have been 

seen in the countryside. Likewise, Bernstein found 

his inspiration for his first big undertaking in the  

percussive and bluesy world of New York jazz. 

 

All in all, it looks to be a fun and fascinating  

evening. Hope you can join us! 

My best, 

Scott 

Eugene Symphony 2018/19 Season 

Laura Avery Visiting Masters Classes       

(Tuesdays of concert weeks) 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 

 11/14/18  (Wed., time 10:00—11:30 a.m.) 

 Eighth Blackbird,                                                        

 contemporary ensemble 

 Beall Hall 

 Chamber Ensemble Master Class                           

 12/4/18 

 Chloë Hanslip, violin 

 Hult Center Studio 

 Violin Master Class        

Classes continue in January, 2019 and will be listed. If 

you are interested in participating in a Master Class, 

contact Katy Vizdal, 541-687-9487 x116 
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This award is presented annually to            

individuals whose wise guidance, unflagging 

energy, and fervent passion for our mission 

rises to the level of extraordinary               

commitment and success. To  recognize this 

above-and-beyond-the call work, the             

Association has established the Eugene    

Symphony Advancement Award.  

The officers of the Eugene Symphony          

Association Board of Directors have developed 

this award to acknowledge and thank Board 

members who have made outstanding         

contributions to the achievement of the     

Symphony’s goals. The nominee may have led 

efforts to increase the Association’s           

fundraising, worked to strengthen                

educational or artistic programs, or utilized 

their skills to enhance the Symphony’s        

viability, stability and performance. Past     

recipients include Jane Eyre McDonald,      

Diana Learner, Mira Frohnmayer, Dunny 

Sorensen, Mary Ann Hanson, and Barbara 

Walker. 

This year we presented this award to two         

individuals, Carolyn Abbott, and Warren 

Barnes, who has served as the Symphony    

Association’s Treasurer for the past several 

years.  

It was intended to present Carolyn with this 

award last year, however, as she had been           

re-elected in a relatively unprecedented     

second year in that office, we wanted to     

postpone this accolade until her service had 

ended.   

During her time as the Eugene Symphony 

Guild’s President, the Guild developed its own 

long-range plan, re-envision one of their key  

fundraising events to be more sustainable,  

increase its membership of active volunteers, 

and contribute more than $60,000 toward the 

Eugene Symphony’s programs. Throughout, 

Carolyn exhibited a calm grace and dauntless 

curiosity and drive to improve. She set a high 

bar and recruited a worthy successor to carry 

on in the long line of outstanding Guild      

Presidents. 

Carolyn Abbott Awarded 

Eugene Symphony Advancement Award 

Symphony Yoga 

Grab your yoga mat and join up for this new classical 
music-themed yoga class, featuring music selected from 
upcoming Eugene Symphony performances. This class 
is a slow, gentle yoga class suitable for all body types 
and all levels of experience.  

Like other styles of yoga, gentle yoga can relieve stress, 
increase flexibility, enhance range of motion, calm the 
mind and more. Lydia Van Dreel, is a registered yoga 
teacher trained at Wild Light Yoga Center and a      
student of Jess Dion. 

Lydia plays horn in the Eugene Symphony. This class is 
a partnership between the Eugene Symphony and Wild 
Light Yoga Center, class fee: $15 General / $10 for  
Symphony Subscribers (Subscribers will be emailed the 
discount code.) November 9, 2 p.m., (541) 349-9642.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=wild+light+yoga+center&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-1
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Hearing opera performed in the grand old 

houses in Europe is an unmatched joy. In June 

my son George and I joined a group from  

Stanford University directed by Speight     

Jenkins, former director of the Seattle Opera, 

and heard four operas in two weeks. George 

was helpful because he speaks German,     

having spent his junior college year in 

Stuttgart. Though not an opera lover, he was a 

good sport about it. 

After a preparatory lecture by Speight        

Jenkins, we went to the Vienna Staatsoper for 

a performance of Verdi’s Rigoletto. We were 

staying at the Hotel Sacher, which is across 

from the opera house, and the night before our 

performance, we joined dozens of people in the 

square watching that night’s  performance on 

a giant screen. The day of our performance we 

toured the opera house so we could see its 

elaborate architecture, and  ceilings with gilt  

framing colorful murals depicting gods and 

goddesses. Rigoletto was both comical and  

melodic in that luxurious setting. 

On the way to our opera in Munich, we 

stopped at Mozart’s birthplace, Salzburg, to 

view his memorial apartment with its piano 

and original music scores. An afternoon tour 

took us to the Nymphenburg Palace. That 

evening we heard Rossini’s Semiramide at the 

Bayerische Staatsoper, a complex production 

that at times featured the giant statue of a 

man in a business suit, but at other times,   

Indian dress and Western furniture. Based on 

a story by Voltaire, it is Rossini’s final master 

 

 

 

 

piece and was a co-production with the        

Royal Opera House in London.  

Our next operatic delight followed a visit to     

Bayreuth and Wagner’s Festspielhaus and       

museum. After arriving in Dresden, we heard 

a production of Puccini’s La Bohème at the          

historic Semperoper. Although Bohème is          

frequently produced and thus familiar, this      

production featured modern dress and the 

young actors were convincing roustabouts. 

Dresden was completely leveled in World War 

II, but is again a vibrant, beautiful city with 

wide, handsome public squares and lovely 

churches. My son talked to some street        

musicians who were serenading visitors in one 

of the squares. 

After a stop in Leipzig to view Bach’s           

memorial at the Thomaskirche, we went to 

Berlin. Among the modern city’s sights are the 

famous Gate and the notorious Wall, a moving 

tribute to the former boundary. In the       

evening, at the Staatsoper Unter Den Linden, 

we heard our final opera, a whimsical         

production of Debussy’s Pellêas et Mêlisande 

that was nevertheless very well done            

musically. The conductor was American    

Daniel Barenboim in music that is subtle, not   

operatic in the usual sense. It was also not the  

Renoir kind of look onstage appropriate for a 

French opera, but a wide, sloping platform 

where various characters entered and left. All 

told, a fitting conclusion to a visit to Austria 

and Germany where we were wonderfully   

prepared by an opera expert and treated to 

novel productions. —Phyllis Villec 

Personal Interludes—An Opera Fling 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq3Z_svtvaAhVJx1QKHZbrChAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scheldapen.be%2F%3Faction%3Dagenda%26day%3D27%26month%3D04%26year%3D2012&psig=AOvVaw1GhOGSVs6fQVrPPjyyb7c4&ust=1524953
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EIGHTH BLACKBIRD 

Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie? No. 

Bird on a wire? No. How about Eighth Blackbird 

playing Jennifer Higdon’s On A Wire? Yes, that’s 

better. Hailed by the Chicago Tribune as “one of 

the smartest, most dynamic contemporary classical 

ensembles on the planet,” Eighth Blackbird first 

gained wide recognition in 1998 as winners of the 

Concert Artists Guild Competition. They have   

continually pushed the edges of what it means to 

be a contemporary chamber ensemble.  Their    

mission, moving music forward through innovative 

performance, extends beyond recording and     

touring to education. The name “Eighth Blackbird” 

is derived from a stanza of a poem by Wallace     

Stevens – Thirteen Ways of Looking at a         

Blackbird. 

Jennifer Higdon, who has visited us here in        

Eugene, is one of America’s most performed living 

composers. In 2010 she received the Pulitzer Prize 

for her Violin Concerto. She has received many 

other awards and has a long list of commissioned 

works ranging from the Philadelphia Orchestra to 

the Tokyo String Quartet to The President’s Own 

Marine Band to Eighth Blackbird, who will play 

her work, On a Wire, which she wrote for them. 

This work presents the ensemble both as an       

ensemble and as soloists and demonstrates the joy 

that emanates from their playing. 

 

To start our program, Bach’s Brandenburg       

Concerto No.3 provides a contrast to On a Wire 

which follows. Both are chamber music, but what a 

difference!   

The second half of the concert brings us Mozart’s 

Six German Dances, K.571, which were most likely 

played at balls and other court functions in Vienna. 

To top it off, we will hear the conclusion of our 

three-part homage to Leonard Bernstein on his 

100th anniversary, by hearing the music from his 

ballet Fancy Free.  New York City is the setting, 

and the music portrays the hustle and bustle of 

this vibrant city. 

Look forward to an evening of music that takes us 

to Europe and back, and spans centuries. 

Don’t forget to attend the Guild Concert Preview, 

downstairs in The Studio at 6:30 p.m. — Sandra 

Weingarten 

November Concert Preview 

STAY TUNED ….. 

Mark your calendars for the Eugene Symphony’s December concert on Thursday,  

December 5. It will feature Guest Conductor Tito Munoz and violinist Chloe 

Hanslip. Featured composers include Buxtehude, Mendelssohn, Saint -Saens, and 

Corigliano. You may also be interested in the December 1, 7:00 p.m. Star Wars   
Concert. Relive the first adventure of Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia, and Han Solo 

like never before! Conducted by Music Director, Francesco Lecce -Chong. 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

"To achieve great things, two things are needed; 

a plan, and not quite enough time."                     

Leonard Bernstein 

Kay Warner Hanson, In Memoriam 

It is a privilege to share my comments about Kay. How fortunate we were to have the Eugene   

Symphony Guild be one of the many organizations she joined. 

In 1986, I joined the Symphony Guild, thanks to Emilie York, where I joined up with Kay who had 

been a member since 1982. It wasn’t long before we bonded and paired up together for many Guild   

activities. I served as president in 1989/90 and was so pleased when Kay was tapped by the             

nominating committee to be president-elect, and she accepted! We worked closely that year, including 

a fun trip to San Francisco for a Guild convention. 

I looked back in old rosters and Musical Chair booklets, and was reminded of the many times we 

chaired committees (Christmas Walk, Music in the Garden, Musical Chairs, Hospitality), and along 

with other Guild members, hosted numerous Musical Chair parties. Kay and I chaired the Musical 

Chair ticket sales committee for several years, would do all the prep work at her house. It should be  

noted that Kay served as Guild Historian several times, and participated in numerous Musical Chair 

events in addition to the one with me. 

But foremost, it was what Kay brought to the organization that must be noted. In addition to her     

organizational skills, she exuded warmth, graciousness, charm, compassion and kindness. Truly, in all 

of our times shared, never once was an unkind word about anything or anyone said. The glass was    

always half full, she did not dwell on the negative, had a great sense of humor, shared charming life 

stories, and every task taken on; completed with attention to detail, calmness and efficiency. 

We regret not having had her long enough, but will cherish the many ways in which she touched so 

many lives. —Connie Regali 


