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EUGENE SYMPHONY GUILD'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY  

AFTERNOON TEA 

Please plan to join us for a delightful afternoon of looking back 

on our history and ahead to our exciting future!  Invite your 

friends and  prospective members. This fun event will be on 

Saturday, January 20, 2018, at the Eugene Country Club.  

We will be starting with a 1:00 p.m. Social, and a 1:30 p.m. 

Tea Time, and includes entertainment. 

Tickets are available for $40. Please contact Betsy Patton for 

your  reservations:  Betsy Patton, betsyeugene@comcast.net or 

541-434-9188. 

We hope to see you there!  

(See page 8 for additional information) 

 

SYMPHONY GUILD HOLIDAY PARTY!!!!!  

The Symphony Guild General Meeting scheduled for December 

20th is  cancelled due to the proximity of Christmas Day and all 

the rush surrounding it. 

However, we will instead have a Holiday Celebration at the Valley 

River Inn. Please join other Guild members as we gather in the  

Sweetwaters lounge on December 12 th at 4:00 to enjoy a no-host 

bar, with appetizers provided by the Guild. Bring your spouse or 

guest and just enjoy a relaxing time around the fireplace mingling 

with your friends and fellow members. 

There will be no Board meeting on December 13th.  Board business 

will be taken up again on January 10th, 2018.   If there is need for 

Board communication, it will be handled by email or phone.  

We will need a count for the appetizers, so please RSVP to Carol 

Welch, 541-344-5187 or email her at welcm1765@gmail.com by   

December 9. There will be no charge for this but donations to    

offset costs are welcome. 
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Dear Guild Members: 

I hope you all enjoyed a nice          

Thanksgiving and are satiated with    

turkey and pumpkin pie. I’ll bet all those 

baked goods you bought at the Holiday         

Performance Festival are gone; weren’t 

they great?  So, for many of us, a busier 

time of year is just ahead and who has 

time for thinking about Guild stuff, 

right?  Well, I agree and that is why 

we’re not going to have a General    

Meeting as such in December. 

Instead, please be sure to read the front 

page article and I hope to see you in    

December, first at the concert on Dec. 7   

and then on December 12, at our Holiday 

meeting around the fire in the lounge at 

Valley River Inn. Spouses are welcome as 

are prospective members. Just be sure to 

call in for the RSVP. I’m hoping this will 

be a relaxing, fun time for all.  

The Guild has had a busy fall and I so       

appreciate all the effort expended by 

those involved.  We had an excellent 50 th  

Anniversary kick-off party at Valhalla 

Winery, musical chairs parties, Youth 

Concert, the Holiday Performance      

Festival; not to mention General and 

Committee meetings. It’s time we kick up 

our heels a little and have some down-

time fun. 

What a great group you are! Thanks so 

much for having faith and putting your     

efforts behind the Festival, especially 

since we had not done it before.  

The Guild is made up of people who     

always want to do their best to promote 

the Guild and our mission. It helps that  

 

 

 

we seem to be multi-talented and we like 

working together. I know that will carry 

us through the rest of the year and      

beyond with other projects coming up. 

Get a look at the new members we’ve 

listed this month!  They have come from 

many different sources, but as always, 

word-of-mouth is our best recruiting 

source. Talking to friends, acquaintances 

and someone you might just bump  into 

at the grocery store is very effective. 

Take a look at the new members from 

The Tate – thank you Ginger! Please say 

a friendly “hello” when you see them in 

the future. Also, introduce yourself to 

Jerril Nilson, Honorary Member and the 

Guild’s favorite graphic designer.  

As the year comes to an end, I need your 

help more than ever. Over and over this 

month I have heard from outside and   

inside contacts that we are the premier 

support group for the arts in Eugene in 

terms of non-professional volunteers 

working together to help fund a major 

arts organization. We often beat         

ourselves up over various weaknesses 

and shortfalls, but we need to pat      

ourselves on the back once in a while   

also because we are the envy of other 

struggling groups. We have a 50-year 

legacy! It does take leadership to keep a 

group like ours functioning. Please      

consider a commitment to join the Board 

and share your talents with us. ESG 

needs YOUR ideas and talent! 

Thanks for being great friends and  

workers.    

Happy Holidays!   

Carolyn Abbott 
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Special Offer for Guild Members! 

If you’ve never been a season subscriber to the Eugene Symphony, or have not subscribed in the past 

three years, the Symphony is offering you a special deal! Get 15% off a full-season subscription or 10% 

off a Compose Your Own five-concert subscription! That’s as low as $17.85 per concert for a full-

season subscription (at D-level). There’s still time to do both. Full-season subscribers will also get       

1 free ticket voucher to bring 1 guest to 1 concert. Contact Suzanne Shapiro, V.P. of Education and    

Social (mrses70@gmail.com), for more details. 

Greetings, Guild members! 

I hope you had a warm 

and wonderful  Thanks-

giving with family and 

friends, and are prepared 

for the holiday crush that           

approaches. While we     

suffer through the           

incessant onslaught of  

commercial advertising for 

a million and one products 

we probably don’t need, I always try to keep my 

mind on what’s most important in my life – the 

people I care about and the ideals we share. 

 

None of the latter are more meaningful to me 

than our moral imperative to pass down what 

we know and love to those who come behind. So 

it is with tremendous gratitude that I recount 

our Youth Concerts on November 14. Nearly 

3,000 elementary school students were          

positively enthralled by our Musical Time     

Machine program, which catapulted them 

through more than 250 years of orchestral    

repertoire while learning about the five basic 

elements of music. Guest conductor Jeffrey  

Peyton, our ever-ebullient narrator Bill Hulings, 

and the orchestra turned in two powerful      

performances….and of course, we couldn’t      

remotely pull these concerts off without the help 

of the Guild volunteers in their jaunty hats who 

seat and shepherd the children. So, thank you! 

 

Moving on to December and the impending    

holiday season, we have two very different    

performances coming up. On December 7, new 

Music Director Francesco Lecce-Chong leads the  

 

orchestra and the Eugene Symphony Chorus in 

Handel’s miracle of creation, Messiah.          

Composed in just three weeks, this work has 

stood the test of time to become the most        

performed (and beloved) oratorio ever written. 

Why is that, you may ask? Francesco writes in 

our program notes, “Handel takes the            

universally known life of Jesus and brings out 

the human element in the story. We feel the joy, 

love, pain, anger and confusion of the people – 

it’s no wonder that the work inspires both 

Christians and non-Christians alike!” If you 

haven’t heard it performed live, or if you’ve    

performed it 100 times over, it is not to be 

missed. 

 

Then, a week-plus later on Sunday, December 

17, we join forces with the acrobatic talents of 

Cirque de la Symphonie. This troupe of jugglers, 

aerialists, contortionists, and more will perform 

their feats of astonishing strength and agility on 

– and sometimes above – the stage while the 

orchestra performs familiar holiday classics like 

Leroy Anderson’s Sleigh Ride and music from 

The Nutcracker. And as our only matinee      

performance of the year, it’s perfect for bringing 

multiple generations of family together for 

shared memory-making. As I mentioned earlier, 

isn’t that what the holiday season is all about? 

 

Thank you for all that you do, and happy        

holidays one and all! 

My best, 

Scott Freck 

Executive Director 
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Musical Time Machine in Review!  
 

Looking out into the youth concert crowd, the Silva   

Concert Hall was an endless sea of kids wiggling,    

dancing and conducting from their seats! Tuesday,     

November 14 brought 2400+ elementary students from 

around the region to the Eugene Symphony’s Musical 

Time Machine production. Youth concert narrator     

veteran Bill Hulings started the concert by prompting 

the  audience to participate by saying (or yelling rather) 

“HI BILL!” to get the students excited about the        

program ahead. Bill shared the stage with guest        

conductor and co-narrator Jeffrey Peyton from Portland, 

OR. The Eugene Symphony was also joined by student 

dancers from the Eugene Ballet Academy, bringing   

historically relevant dance moves to Mozart’s Eine 

kleine Nachtmusik and creating contemporary           

choreography to Cirone’s energetic percussion quartet.  

 

Musical Time Machine took students on an adventure 

through time and space, exploring musical time periods 

and the musical concepts associated with them. A time 

machine “switch” sat front and center on the stage, 

lighting up with color each time the audience traveled 

through time. The lights on the switch were               

programmed by a South Eugene High School Robotics 

Team member, who was able to attend the concert and 

see his masterpiece in action!  

 

   

 

The youth concert opened in the Baroque era with   

Handel’s grandiose Overture from Music for the Royal    

Fireworks. The audience was quickly transported to the 

Classical Era where students learned about Melody 

from Mozart and Dynamics from Rossini. Then, we   

ventured to the Romanic Era to learn about Harmony in 

Strauss’s Serenede in E-flat Major. Another time travel 

brought us to the Modern era, where we learned about 

timbre in Copland’s Fanfare for the Common Man, and 

Dynamics in Cirone’s 4/4 for Four. The concert           

culminated with one last time-travel to the  future, a 

piece for full orchestra, Williams’ Adventures on Earth 

from E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial.  

 

The youth concert ignited musical curiosity, and 

prompted the audience to think about where music has 

been and where it will take us in the future.   

 

Thank you to everyone who made the youth concerts a 

grand success, including our sponsors Marie Jones and 

Suzanne Penegor, Oregon Community Credit Union, 

Chvatal Orthodontics, with additional support provided 

by the Hult Center, Eugene Symphony Guild and      

Support Hult Operations. We couldn’t do it without your 

generous support!  

 

Katy Vizdal, Education & Community Engagement   

Director, ESA 

 

Eugene Symphony Guild Volunteers, Narrator Bill Hulings center, with Conductor Jeffrey Peyton behind him. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

DECEMBER CONCERT PREVIEW 

VIEW FROM THE CHORUS 

From this singer’s perspective with the Eugene 

Symphony Chorus the best seats in the house for 

Handel’s Messiah are in the chorus risers. From 

there one can see every movement and            

expression of the conductor and can look down on 

the orchestra players. What fun to watch the       

percussionists at work, and see the                 

synchronization of the violinists.  

So how does one get to these exalted seats?  It 

starts, of course, with an audition – the chance 

for the chorus director to hear the quality of the 

singer’s voice, and check the vocal range and  

accuracy.  Once that test has been passed, the 

fun begins!   

Rehearsals with Dr. Sharon Paul are not a chore, 

but a joy. With great skill and humor, she guides 

us through the music, making sure that every 

note is correct, and the words are clearly        

understood.  In the short span of eight             

rehearsals, she prepares us for the first           

rehearsal with the orchestra conductor.  It 

speaks to the dedication of Sharon and              

motivation of the singers that we are always  

prepared and ready to go. 

And then comes the culmination – sitting in 

those seats overlooking the orchestra, gazing out 

as Silva Hall fills with concert-goers and        

anticipating the excitement of the first down-

beat. 

For this singer, nothing can compare to the thrill 

of this experience - joining with the other voices 

and the orchestra to present beautiful music to 

an appreciative audience.   Sandra Weingarten 

Handel’s Messiah – need I say more?  This 

is the beloved kick-off to the Holiday     

season. 

The German-born Handel became a         

naturalized English citizen, and made a 

living composing operas in Italian.  When 

the interest in these operas faded, he 

turned to English-language oratorios, of 

which Messiah was his sixth. Although the 

first performances received lukewarm     

receptions, the oratorio gained in           

popularity, eventually becoming one of the 

best known and most frequently performed 

choral works in Western music. 

The Hallelujah Chorus – to stand or not to 

stand? Tradition states that King George II 

stood for the chorus during its London 

premiere, and as was custom, the rest of 

the audience also stood. Francesco prefers 

that the audience not stand – let’s see if 

that works. In New York, I sang for a    

conductor who, when he gave the downbeat 

for the chorus, would turn and tell the    

audience to sit. 

Handel conducted from the harpsichord at 

his premier in Dublin, and Francesco will 

follow suit in our performance. 

Join us on December 7th to hear our     

Symphony, along with the 100-voice       

Eugene Symphony Chorus, under the      

direction of Sharon Paul, and joined by four 

stellar soloists.  

Sandra Weingarten 

Happy Holidays, everyone! 

Personal Interludes:  Stories from our Members 

STAY TUNED! 

Stay tuned for the January 25, 2018, Eugene Symphony concert featuring the music of Grieg and    

Schubert.  Pianist Jon Kimura Parker, known for his passionate artistry and engaging stage presence, 

will perform Grieg’s majestic Piano Concerto.  This selection is paired with Schubert’s beautiful and   

expansive final Symphony No. 9. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpreviews.123rf.com%2Fimages%2Fmazirama%2Fmazirama1211%2Fmazirama121100036%2F16428931-christmas-background-for-your-designs-in-blue-with-stars-and-snowflakes-Stock-Photo.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123


Symphony Guild Members, 

Please do not skip this letter or read it and 

forget it. I am a shy person underneath my 

seemingly outgoing ways and when I joined 

the Guild my interests were making new 

friends and volunteering in the office. I was 

too uncomfortable to volunteer in a larger 

way for Music in the Garden or any          

committee. I was afraid of the time and     

effort it would take to jump in to one of these 

jobs. Then Kaye Johnston needed to retire 

from Office Volunteer Coordinator and asked 

me to take it on. I was a bit nervous but          

accepted the job because it was needed. I   

totally believe in the mission of the Guild to  

contribute to the Eugene Symphony because 

it is such a wonderful orchestra. So to      

further this I knew I needed to jump right 

in. It was supposed to be a gradual change 

over, but Kaye needed to move to            

Washington State sooner than she expected. 

And so I was committed and learned to swim 

in the deep water. I have loved this job and 

became dedicated to making it work more  

efficiently and be more comfortable for the 

volunteers. 

A few months later, when asked by Carolyn 

Abbott to serve as Vice President of           

Education and Social, I said yes. Why did I 

take on more work? I did it because the   

Symphony Guild needed to have the work 

done in order to continue with its mission. I 

guess I could be called a dedicated individual 

or one who does not know how to say no. I 

am dedicated, but I do know how to say no 

when I truly have too much on my plate.  

 

The purpose of this letter is that there are 

vacancies on the Board of Directors and   

various committees. Not enough members 

are willing to put themselves out a little 

more to help our Guild. This organization 

cannot exist if more members do not         

volunteer to fill vacancies. This means you! 

Please don’t wait for another member to fill 

any of these jobs. We need you! Please step 

up and volunteer so that we can continue to 

support our Symphony and the new Music       

Director, Francesco Lecce-Chong. 

The openings that need to be filled now are 

Vice President of Fundraising, Membership 

Chair, Historian, Office Volunteer Chair, 

Music in the Garden Chair, Garden Party 

Chair, and Publicity Chair. If you do not 

know what a job entails, Job Descriptions 

are available and anyone interested in any of 

these jobs should contact Carolyn Abbott or 

Sue Ashton. 

This is your Symphony Guild. Step up and 

take a job. When all the jobs are filled the 

work is so much lighter. Your help is needed 
now! Please let Carolyn Abbott know that 

you are willing to help out by calling her   

today and filling a vacancy. 

Thank you in advance for your willingness to 

take on a position to help the Guild continue 

to function. 

Suzanne Shapiro, Vice President Education  

and Social 

 

Regarding office volunteers: I will be scheduling another social/sharing/learning session for the office 

volunteers in January or February. This will be the second such event, the first was in July. This is a 

great time to meet other volunteers and share experiences in the office. We will discuss what works 

well and what does not and offer any hands on learning of the computer, copier, or phone that may be 

needed and share other useful information. This party will be held in the conference room in the ESA 

office on a weekday morning. I will try to get the shift volunteer at that time released from the front 

desk so that she may attend. 

Membership: Our hopes of gaining more new members this Fall have been met. Thanks to Ginger      

Fifield for bringing in many of the new members from the Tate. Now with the ability to join online 

along with our membership event at the Tate in October we have 10 new members with at least one 

more set to join in January. Let us not rest on our laurels but continue to bring in more new members 

to make this a spectacular year for the Guild and take our membership numbers well over 100. This is 

an exciting year with a new Music Director, Francesco Lecce-Chong, and tons of positive vibes in the 

air for our 51st Symphony season.   Suzanne Shapiro   



 
Book Club 
We will be meeting on December 11, at the home of Carolyn Abbott, 478 Covey Lane, at 7:00 p.m. 

Her phone number is 541-485-3143. Our book to discuss will be the international     bestseller, ro-

mantic comedy, "The Rosie Project,”  by Graeme Simsion. Reviewing this book will be a delight. 

Please come join us. 

Guild Bridge Group                                                                                                                                  

The December Bridge party will be at the home of Bonnie Fromhold, Friday, December 8. We play 

from 1 to 4 p.m. Call Bonnie at 541-686-0107 to reserve your spot.     

In the Works -Yoga                                                                                                                                 

Love yoga but still looking for the right teacher? Please join us on Thursday at 10 a.m. for an hour of 

gentle stretching with Helen Park, who is willing to donate her time to the Guild. She has been   

practicing yoga for 50 years and continues to attend classes herself several times a week. She does 

not charge because she is not licensed or bonded, but she really knows her stuff! A small group can 

meet at her home. For a larger group, we will meet at the Friends Meeting House where there is a 

fee of $20 for an hour so we will need to take up a small collection. For more information, please call 

Nancy Holloman, 541-228-1805.   

IN MEMORY OF the members we lost this past month, Meribeth Olsen, a   

member since 1997, and Alice Snow-Killam, a member since 2008.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

Delpha Camp, 76 W. 29th Ave, #2203., Eugene, OR 

97405.  Phone: 541-434-4164, res., 541-913-2447, cell, 

email: delphacamp@gmail.com.  

Jan Ward , 1187 Spyglass Drive, Eugene, OR  97401    

(address change only, phone & email remain the same) 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY  

CELEBRATIONS: 

Happy Birthday wishes go to    

Ginger Bopp, Cornelia Leser, 

Francee Hillyer, Ginger  

Newman, Beverly Andrews 

SOCIAL NOTES

NEW MEMBERS:  

Juliet Bender    936-520-3923 

3062 Summit Sky Blvd. julietbender@aol.com 

Eugene, OR  97405 

 

Rebecca Callison  206-900-3634 

515 Oakdale Ave.  hrcallison@yahoo.com 

Springfield, OR  97477 

 

Helen Kaufman   845-706-3207 

1375 Olive St., #208  helenkaufman@mac.com 

Eugene, OR 97401 

 

Sherrill Kirchhoff  541-345-6747 

1375 Olive St., #309  s.kirchhoff88@gmail.com 

Eugene, OR  97401 

 

 

Rosemary Mulligan     541-343-5393 

1375 Olive St., #509  mullymacd@gmail.com 

Eugene, OR  97401 

 

Rose Nestor   541-255-9435 

1375 Olive St., #605  rose.nestor@me.com 

Eugene, OR  97401 

Margo Savell    541-515-1942 

1375 Olive St., #209  margosavell@gmail.com 

Eugene, OR  97401 

Carole Warner   541-345-8919 

3112 Lake Crest Dr.    caroleewarner@centurylink.net 

Eugene, OR  97408 

Please note these changes in your member Roster. Thank you. 
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Eugene Symphony Guild 

115 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 115 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 

All material for the Prelude is due on the 15th for the month of December. In consideration, please provide early material 

for the Prelude which can be prepared in advance to allow time for the Editor to give late items their due attention.  Some 

last minute items are understood if they are reasonable. Thank you for your cooperation. Judy England, Prelude Editor  

                                   

                                     

 

A FUN PHOTO CHALLENGE 

A display of nameless Guild members' photos from around the year of 1968 (the year our Guild was   

being formed) will be on display at our Afternoon Tea. It will be your challenge to try to identify these 

"much younger" photos. Don't miss out on this fun. Please get your photo, or a copy of your photo, to 
Sylvia Kaufman ASAP. Put your name on the back and where the photo was taken. Photos will be   

handled with care and returned to you. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Do you have a 3-tier serving plate?  May we borrow it for the January Afternoon Tea?  Please contact 

Sylvia Kaufman,  541-844-9596 or oregonsylk@gmail.com ASAP 

Feel free to print a copy of the Prelude when it is     

delivered  to your email address for future reference.  

Current and past issues of the Prelude can be found on 

the Guild website,  https://eugenesymphonyguild.org/

membership/newsletter 

Thank you to the two members who edit and      

correct the material sent in for the Prelude. I keep 

learning more each issue and Barbara Miner and 

Karen Ailor are wonderful mentors.              

Thanks, Editor 

Joyous 

Holidays to 

Everyone! 
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